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Location

The Dunkak Mausoleum is located:in the north-western corer of Woodlawn Cemetery,.

-in the Butternut Plot. When entering from the Jerome Avenue entrance, tumn left-and follow West

Border Avenue to Filbert Avenue. The Dunkak plot cccupies an irregular lot just past the corner
of Filbert on Fern Avenue. It borders some more expensive and prominent circular plots on the

corner.

t All photography and graphics by'the author uniess otherwise sourced.



JEROME AVENVE,
EmTHANTE .

Source: “Woodlawn Cenietery Layout.” http:f!mvw.us_c‘emeteryprqj“c_omfnewyork/’bron)dwoodlawﬂ layout.htm..
With graphic overlay by the author.

Biographical Information

Buried in this mausoleum is Henry Dunkak, his wife Charlotte Higby, their son William H.
Dunkak, and his wife Gladys R. Dunkak. Henry Dunkak was the somof Henry and Emilie
Dunkak who were immigrants from Hanover, Germany.? Henry was their third chi'ld.and':onl_y
son. His three sisters were Adeling, Cz'i'rolin‘e;, and Emma. Their father, Henry, worked in a retail
_g_m'céry;Whic'h' may have influenced Henry’s later career in the commodities trade. The family

lived in midtown at. 302 East 51%* street, an apartment building that no fonger stands.?

'H'e_nr_y_ first worked as a clerkin his father’s store.* After he graduated from the College of the

City of New York, he and his partner, Edward Zimmer, established the butter and egg firm of
Zimmer & Dunkak in [885.> The firm was quite successful and had offices at 134-136 Duare

Street iri lower Manhattan, a district where the dairy and egg industries'were concentrated.

2 United States Census, 1880; Cansis, Place: Now Yark City, New. York; Mew York; Roil-803; Page: 2638; Enumeration District: 553
3 United Stotes Census, 1900 Census Place: Manhattan, New Yark, New York; Page: 17; Enumeration Distrigt: 0594; FHE microfilm: 1241107
4 United States Censis, I680; Gensus Place: Newi York:City, New Ygrk; Nevr Vark: Roll; 893; Page: 2635; Erirmeration District: 553

& “Henry Dunkak.” The Mew York Hecafd Tribwae INews York, N;Y;]-Mav 26, 1926,



In 1907, Henry was elected the president of the New York City Mercantile Exchange.® The
NYCMEX started as-the Butter Cheese and Egg exchange around 1850 to standardize and
reform these trades. It changed its name to the New York City Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX).
when it incorporated the trade of other goods. At the time, it was located in a building at &
Harrison Street in lower Manhattan built for it use in 1872. The NYMEX is still traded on the
New York Stock Excharige, but now is an extensive liquid energy marketplace owned by CME
group’.

Henry marriéd Helen Ottman in 1901 and had one daughter, Margilerite in 1903 (d. 1930).
The"_y later divorced and he'married Charlotte Zahn arourid 1918, In'the 1920 Census; Henry and
Charlotte are living with three children: William H., Charlotte E. and Irene (b. 1919) at 868 West
End Avenue on the Upper West Side of Manhattan.®

William and Charlotte are from Charlotte’s first marriage to hotelier Albert J Kramer—the

owner of the Atlantic Garden Beer Hall and Thalia Theatér on the Bowery—whom she separated
from in 1914 after accusing him of extramatital affairs aiid having him pay for her and the
children’s high living standards:® Charlotte Zahi, however was already independently wealthy of

her fathier’s Sayles-Zahii Meat and Provisions company. Her children, William and Charlotte are

listed-with her as William H. Kramer and Chaslotte E. Kramer oh the 1910 Census and as

William H. Dunkak and Charlotte E. Dunkak by the 1920 census.

& New York Produce Reviewand American Creamery. Accessed September 25, 2018.
hittp://buuks geogle.com/books/aboitt/Neiv_York_Prodice_Rivieiv_and_Ameritan_Cre.htmizid=aQMSXEvEdalt,
7 “Energy rodicts - CME Group.” https/fwiww.cmegroup.cam frading/ energy/.

8 United States Census, 192 Census Place: Kankattan Assembly District 11, Mew York, New York: Roll: TG'Z'S__'-1204.:. Page: 118; Enumeration pistrice: 510

S BARS LIBBY BURNS, 75, IS MAMED IN BIVORCE: Albert L Kramer Says His Visit o Restaurateur’s Widow Was 2 Joke. HAD FRIEND PHONE WIFE Gives Mrs. Kramer $125 a Wesk

and Lives Along in Room at Back OF Atantic Garden.” New York Timaes, 1915,

AND

KNAMER'S FOKE ON WIFE:: With Assistance of Friend Endmann He Armanged to Be 'Caught! Wiih Woman af. 75 Years.” 8ostan Dalty Ginbe {18772-1822); Boston; Mass. Aupust 6,
i918.

10 United States.Census, iEIl’J; Census Place: Manhatean Ward 19, New: York, Mew Yorlk; Roll: T624 1042; Page: 26; Enumeration District: 1138; FHL microfilm: 1375055

United States Census, 1920; Census Place: Manhattan Assem hl;,r istrict. 11, Hew Yark, Mew York: Roll: T625_1 204; Page: 11B; Endrneration District: 810



By the time of his Princeton days William identifiedas the son of his step-father Henry
Dunkak, perhaps ashamed of his own father. 1 William: graduated from Princeton in 1922 with
ati economics degree.!? He joined Merrill, Lynch & Co.at 7 Wall Street in 1927 wheére he
created the market analysis depariment. He becarii¢ the director of Merrill Lynch reseatch
division leadinig in market analysis and was named a partner in 1944, He temained a top director
and Vice President of the company until his retirement in 19671 He martied Gladys Renouard
‘in 1925. She gave birth to their only son, William Henry Dunkak Jr..in 1926 (d. 2008). They
lived with Gladys'’s parents at 469 1* Street in Park S lope 4 Brooklyn unti] they moved to their

own place also in Brooklyn.'> William died at his home in' Vero Beach Florida in 19837,

13 “Ancestrylibrary.Com LS., Sctioal Yearbaoks, 1300-1950:" Princetan Univarsity, 1922; hr;ps:/;(\v:w_\.v._;hcgs_t_fylihrarv:cumﬁntera_:t_i_ve{lz_s5!40392_30?5?92—-
aUL1572420583 27 backuri=https:/ fwww.ancéstrylibrary. comiffamily-iree/person/tres/5757 804 /persan/160042097991 /facts.

12 “Wilkiam H. Bunkak.” The Hew York Times, Apri 1, 1933}'59;. Diilvaries. htlps:HW_\_\iw_fn\."_L_ir'rle;.c'orr_l,-".-lg83fM,.’lDfdbituzqri_eéfwil!iam—h-dunk;k;h{ml\

13 *Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith lricerpérated Antual Rieport = 1967." »\NN-A_RB_OR‘,' Unitéd _State's_.'_F‘ro_[.'ll_.l'es_tg!_«nh_u‘a_]'ﬁep_ul‘t_s, 1967,

bitp://search, progiiest.com/docvieiy/BS192930/ ciation/ 77CT 55B1FEEFA9IEPG/L.

“se@ report published since 1941, -

1a United Statés Census, 19307 Census Placé: Brookfm, Kings; Néw York; Roll: 1515; Page; 54; Enumeration District060; tmage: 363.0; FHL microfilm: 2341250
15 United States Census, 1940; Census Place: New York; Kings, New York: Roll; TE27_2581; Page: ¥B: Enumeration District: 24-1336.

16 Williaen H. Bunkak ™ The New_YO[k_TiméS',' Apfil. 14, '1_9_33',-'sai Obituaries, _https_:!)’\f\m:w,n\rﬁimEs,cu_r'nj’:_lﬂﬂ3f04;"1{lf0b1I:_L_.Iarié_s'.-’\{\rlIli'am—_}i-ﬂﬁnkal_:,htm_l.
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Henry was the first to die in M'ay of 1926 at their final home at 35 Eimsmere Road in Mt.
‘“Vernon.!? Charlotie commissioned Presbrey-Leland—the prominent sepulchral monument and
mausoléum firm—for the design of the mausoleum in December 1926."* Construction began in
the Spring of 1927 after weather permitted.!”
The Dunkak Mausoleum is in a style of what Presbrey-Leland refers fo as “Rock-faced
Mausoleiins.*2? In'their 1932 publication, The Book ofP.r*eSb}"_e_};vaela_H'a’:Mausofemns, they
describe the Winsor Mausoleum, one-of four mausoleum’s of the rock-faced style depicted i the

catalog; “When done by skilled crafisman. the rock orrustic surface can give interesting texture

17 Hanry Dunkak.” The Rew York Herald, New York Tribune (1924-1526k Mew Yoik, N.Y: May 26, 1926.
18 Original Agreement dated December 21, 1926 between Mrs, Charotte £, Durkak and Presbrey-tefard Company, inc Weodlawn Cemetery Archives, in the Avery Archives,
Colutnbia Liniversity New vark. Consufted ah September 21, 2018
"19 Refefring ta a letter dated Janivary 4th 1927 from Presbrey-teland te-Waodlawn Cemistery, Woodldwn Cemetdry Archives, i tha Avery Archives, Columbia Univarsity Now
"York-Cénsulted on Septambrar 21, 2018

20 Preshrey-tefand, e [Mew York: The Book of Presbrey-Leland Memorisls. New York: Presbrey-Letand Studids, c1932, PE. 47



to the walls. Here the rough-hewn surface is relieved by giving a firiished treatment to the granite

around the portal.”!

ISOLEUMS

Source: Presbrey-Leland, Inc (New York. The Book of Presbrey-Leland Memarials. New York: Presbrey-Leland
Studios, c1932. Pg. 47

This description could aptly describe the main fagade of the Dunkak Mausoleum. Looking at
this fagade, we see rough-hewn granite slabs framing a smooth sawn portal swrround featuring an

incised ribbon detail on 2 pilasters on either sidé and the name, “DUNKAK” over the doot.

21 Preshrey-Letand, inc Mew York. The Book uf Presbrey-Leland Memorials. New York: Preshrey-Leland Studios, c1932, Fg. 47



The rear and side facades similarly have the rough rock-faced border pieces of granite

surrounding a smooth-sawn piece simply divided into 3 panels, perhaps a reference to the
intention of three tombs inside. The side facades are punctured for a single window on each side,
The exterior is made primarily of Dummerston granite:from Vermont. The type: of granite
found in this region was referred to as “white granite’ or “quartz monzonite.” It is “very light
gray or light bluish-gray shade of even grained medivm or medium inclining to fine texture.” 2 It
was said to be, “rated one of the best in the country, and the mountain at whose base it lies
contains an unlimited supply.”® Dummerston granite, was increasingly quarried around in the

late 18%80s after the Vermont central railroad was extended between 1870-1880 to this and other

22 Daie; Thomas Helson, The Granites of Varmant,. Washington, 1909: https /hdl.handie.net/2627/mdp:2001 5064434493,

23 “Good Prospects, at West Dummerstan.” Stone {1588-1319); indianapelis 4, no. 28(Sey ber 1,1967): 282,



Vermont quarries.* It is less than 10 miles from Dummerston to the Presbrey-Leland workshop

in Brattleboro, Vermont.

Source: “Bulletin, 738_pl_1.Jpg (890x1112)." Accessed
September30, 2018
https://quarriesandbeyond.org/articles_and books/
commercial_grahites_ne/images/bulletin_738_pl_1.jpg
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General Works of Presbrey-Leland Studios in
Brattleboro Vermont. Showing proximity of
rail.connéction. '

Source: Preésbrey-Leland.com

24 {Granlte |ndustry of Yermont Bostbn'.iou__mal. Swn'e_(?_r. Bl_iﬂélg 19); De'c_'-l, 1s89; Z 8; American Pe'r'r_odirxls PE- V)






The entry door is cast bronze. Woodlawn regulated ‘the use of metals on mausoleinn features
and restricted the use of metals besides bronze for doors.?® Additionally, the green patina gives
away the copper content in the bronze and the size and shape of the door confirms it was cast.
However, the dull brown shading in certain-areas suggest that a coating hiay have been applied at
some point. Richard Pieper, an‘expert on metals, speculates that the surface was highly polished
at some point and the irregular patina and copper color are indicative of this more recént
ireatment.”2¢

The figure is a frontal female dedped in a sheet gatment. Her face is turned to-the right and
her gaze cast downward. In her left raised hand, she holds a poppy flower, symbolizing eternal
rest.?” Her head is surrounded by a wreath of laurel and oak; lanrel and jo_ak'-symbol_izej_d victory,
prophecy, fame, and eternity, and crowns of laurel or oak were given-to victors and poets. *® The
leaves may also.represent the passage of time as leaves-change with seasons, and ihdividual
death as leaves fall before winter®”,

The door is signed by the artist Oronzio Maldarelli in the bottom right corner near the
figure’s proper right foot. While Oro'n'zib_ Malderelli would go.on to become a famous and well-
liked “modern classicist” at the titne the Dunkak moenument was built, he was-simply doing small
commiissions to support himself. ** Having studied at Cooper Union, the National Academy of
Design, and the Beaux Art’s institute of New York, Maldarelli was:exposed to classical studies

in sculpture and art and also would have been introduced to architects. This exposure to

25 Thank{ou toSusan Olsen of Woudlawn cemetery who provided this infarmaticn verkially oq:'s'_eptérriber.za.-mls_

.26 Erall from Richard Pieper 1o the author dated September27, 2018.

27 Thank you to Susan Gisen of Woodfawn cemetery who suggested on September28, 2018 this symbofism and inspired my consultation of symbalism dictionaries.
AND

Ferber. Michael.--,ﬂ.'-br'ctr"onan{ c_rf'i;."terary S}-'mﬁn.’s. Ird ed, Cambridge: Cambridge University F;'rEss,-.-2[]1'.-".-h_ttps:li’.,l'_doi,urgflc'l:101?,’9?813157}"1426.

28 Ferber, Michael. & Dictianary of Literary Symbols. 3rd ed. Cambridge: CambridgeUniversity Press, 2017. https://doh.org/10.1617/97813 6771426, -

26 Ferber, Michael. A4 Bictionory of Literary Symbols. 3rd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge Unfversity Press, 2017, https://det.org/10.1017/9781316771426:

30, Watsan, E'W, “Qronzio Ma.idarehl, Inierviewed i)y E. W. Watson:” American Artist 12 {March 1048): 35



aré_hitects was considered essential in an early sculptors™ career in order to receive commissions
to stipport his liv elihcod 3! In 1931 heé received a Guggenheim Fellowship which allowed him
focus on his personal work which was primarily composed of marble sculpted female nides. He
was exhibited in Upper East Side fine art galleries and his work-was collected by wealthy
patronis.*? He also received some famous public commissions, such as the Madonnd in' St.
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York. His work is in the collections of several prime arts institutions.

in America including the Whitney Museum of American Art-and the Metropolitan Museum of

Art?

After unlocking and pushing open the
‘Maldarelli door, onie finds an interior
finished with highly polished Ttalian marble
that is white with gray streaks. The floor is a
polished granite in a a seemingly darker
variety than that used on the exterior. The
Archive does not specify any distinction
‘between the interior and exterior granite,
nor does it specify the source or variety of
the Ttalian marble.*

The four crypts are stacked vertically at
the back of the mausoleim. Notable is the

difference in marble between the Dﬁginal

21 Watson, E.W. "Qronzio Maidaréll, Intervievied by E. W, Watson.” Ametican Artist 12 [March 1348): 35,
32 (o, 'Poyl Rasefiberg & Memarial Exhibition of Sculgture by Gronzie Mofdorefi, 1892:1933 + March 13 tp April 8, 1963, New York: Paul Resenberg and Co, 1963,
33 Co;-Pouf Rosenberg & Memorfol Exhibition of Scuipture by Oronzio Maldarelfi, 1892-1933 March 11 to April &, 1963, New York: Paul Rosenberg and Co, 1963,

34 Notgs.and drawings within Woodlawn Cemetery Archives, i the Aviiry Arthives, Columbla University New York, Consulted on September 21, 2013



Y

two crypts for Henry and Charlotte and the later crypt additions for William and Gladys. While
they may be the $ame type of matble, Henry and Charlotte’s feature a more speckled pattern and
are a duller color which may just be due to age. William and Gladys™ crypts are a brighter white
and feature long gray streaks. They appear to be book-matched picces that line up. and reflect one.
another.

Identical stained-glass windows are
on either side and were inchided in the
price of the contract signed with
Preshrey-Leland in 1926.% They feature a
simple art-nouveau geometric pattern of a
heraldic:yellow cross on a blue shield.
with palm fronds. on either.side—
suggestive of either biblical lands*—all
set on a field of green glass panes. The
windows aré protected by an outer layer
of thick glass and appear to be in good

condition. No cracks or gaps are visible

in the frames of any layer of the glass.

35 Original ;ﬁgreemem dited Dacambar 21, 1925 be'r..we_en Mrs: Charotte E. Dunkak and.Presheréiand Company, inc. Woodlawn Cemetery Archivas, inthe Avery Archives, -
Columbla University New York. Consulted on Septernber 21,2018

36 Ferber, Michael, 4 Dfctionory. off.iremryﬁmbo!sﬂrd ed, 'Cambri':l_ge:.Cambridge Uﬂ.i\rersii\.r Press, 2017, hitps://doi.org/10,1017/978 1316771426,




In 1968 William récommissioned _Pre'sb'rey-Lel'and to make alterations to the mausoleumn.?’

This entailed raising the hieight of the interior in order to accommodate a fourth Crypt,
engravings on the two-new marble-crypts, and endowment for the mausoleum.* The _physical
modification of the exterior is visible in the addition of a one foot-rough-hewn granite slababove
the similar stone already in place. William also chose to move his parents’ ¢rypts from the
‘bottom two positions up to the top two positions. Gladys and his crypts were placed below them.
The men are positioned on the outer positions protectively framing the woman in the more:

prominent center positions.

SECTION. Highlighted in red is the stone added in the'alteration of 1968.

37 Létter from Presbrey-Leland Int, to Wopd!a\'_.{n'Cérr_\étery enclasing plans for the di_]‘.g[a't_iﬁlfls, Dated Augyst 19, 1968, Woodlawn Cemetary-Archives, _ih_:the'a_v_er\r Archiyes,
Columbig University Naw York, Consylted on Septemibier 23, 2018
38 Notes and drawings within Woadiawn Cemetery Archlves, T the Avery Archives, Columbia University Néw York. Consalted priSepteinber21, 2018
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It should be noted that the plot seems to have a landscape design. There is a symmetrical
placement of bushes.and trees near the Mausoleum. However, there is-no record of a landscape
designer. Two evergreen trees are:placed on either side towards the back of the mausoleum while
lower bushes frame the structiire in the foreground. A vine picturesquely grows up the southeast

corner and over the top of the Mausoleum giving it a grotto feel.

SITE PLAN

Present Conditions

Today the landscape is encroaching ‘on the Mausoleum and could present issues to its
maintenance. A barbed vine prevents access to the surface of the Mausoleum on the southeast
corner while the bushes on the northeast corner have tightly grown up against its walls 'which
could cause moisture to retained up against the stone and cause discoloration, 'b'iolqg.ical growth,
and eventual deterioration or leaks to the interior. Some biological growth is present benedth the

two granite urns that frame the front and in the shadowed areas on the side and back facades. The



granite surfaces on'the exterior nevertheless arc bright and clean and the structure seems solid.

Inside, the crypts appear in good condition withino cracking, warping.or evidence of moisture.*®

On the interior, there is some ifis¢ct infestation which is most
apparent in the remains of shells in the crease of the door
from which something seems to have hatched. The interior
floor is.also littered with some dry remains of these-shells and
dry leaves. This could simply be scraped off of the door and
swept from the floor to deal with the present issue, and the

mauso6leum can be monitored for future infestations.

39 Observations made on September 19,2018




