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Samuel M. Harfis was botn on February 3“1_.__ [872 in New York to Jewish
immigrants. Working from an early age at menial sales and delivery:jobs, [Harris.
eventually broke inlo show husiness and became one of the leading Broadway producers
of the carly 301}1_ccn_l.ury-.i Together with business partner (and lifelong friend) George M,
(Cohan; Harris eanwd.a_r(;pu_tation'-as'“t he mitacle man of the theater,” who could produce
shiows that still competed with the increasingly populdr movie theaters.” His most notable
produictions included Cohian’s “Little Johnny Jones™ (1904), Irving Berlin’s “Music Box
Reviews™ (1921-1924), the Marx Brothers’ “Animal Crackers™ (1928). and Kaufman and
Hart's “The Man Who Caine to Dinner” (1939).

Decades of box office siiccess cnabled Harris and his wile, Alice Rose (sister-ini-.
law to George Cohan), to live extravagantly at residences first.on Central Park West and
later at Kiing’s Point in Nassau.” Census records indicate that the childless Harris couple
employed up to seven servants (and housed their children), including a [ull-time.
chauffeur and gardener. Harris also confessed in interviews that he spentmassive sums
-on racehorses and gambling, leading 1o periodic flittations with bankruptcy. When Alice
died suddenly of food poisoning complications in 1930, Harris purchased a plot at
Woodlawn Cemetery adjacent to the Cohan family plot, on which the monument
company Prosbrey-Leldand erected a mausoleum in 1932 Sam continued producing plays.
until he died of pneumonia in 1941. His funeral service was attended by over two

hundred, including friends George Cohan and Irving Betlin. The funeral announcement
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in the Herald Tribune mentioned internment in a family mausoleum at Woodlawn
Cemetery.”

The Hartis mausoloum is sét close to Park Avenue on the Burtc_mut*.p]ot. Harris’s:
taste for excess 1s almost entircly _absen.l from the structure. The design is sindilar (o many
of the stock-design “Rock-Faced Mausoleums™ offered by P''rt:Slt)_rc:)_/--'lm,e]and.-6 It appcars
modest beside the-ornate Cohan mausoleum (designed by the Tiffany Studio) with which
it was designed to.align. The plot is minimally landscapcd-—the original plans show no
paths or plaritings. Although the mausoleum leatures very frontal siting and design, therve
‘was apparently never a clear path;leadin g to the'eniry,-and a large oak tree at the front of
the plot now-obscures divect view of the fagade from Park Avenue. Visitors approaching
rom Woodlawn’s entrance on Jerome Avenue would fitst pass by the Cohan mausoleum
before ariiving at the ITarris plot, which may be anintentional message of the strong
friendship between Cohan and Harris, in addition to the familial connection through their
wives,

The Harris mausoleun is a symmetrical strueture wiih a rock<faced granite
exterior, an interior lined in Tennessee pink marble, and a polished granite floor. The
entrance door surround-and entablature feature granite with a smogther finish than the
rest ol the rock-faced exterior, providing transition.irito-a highly polished intevior. The
vigitor enters into a narrow spacc between the two pink marble coffins in which Samuel
and Alice Rose-drc interred.. The entire'interior (floor aside) is lined with pink marble,

even the hung ceiling comprised of four sheets attached at the center with a pin-and
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rosctic. The focal point of the interior is.a window eenlered in the back wall of the
mausoleum. a stained-glass landscape secne. Below the windew 15-a small bench,
although the generally dark interior and Jack of space suggest that it was not a place
intended to cultivale much reflection..

The fagade.is similarly simple: although the measurements are not exact, it ereates
the impression of a cube. The stéps leading up to the éntry, along with the projecting cars
on either side of the building make-the base more massive. A center line runs through the
apex of the rooftop keystoné and between the two entrance doors. “Sam H. Harris™ is
engraved on the entablature below a curved lintel, centered and seemingly supported by a
symmetrical triple arrow motif that appears near the top of each jamb. The bottom joint
of the entablaturc is aligned with the joints-of the surroundin g slone, creating a
eontinuous line from one-end of the building to the other. Large blocks of granite laid-in a
symmetrical arrangement Torm the rest of the facade, with beveling around the mortar
joints. The emphasis on line created by lhé beveling makes for a-building that is very
rcadable structurally.

The Harris mausoleum is similar to ether small mausoléums. of the 1920s and
1930s.at Woodlawn, many of which-were the product of professional monument making
companies like Presbrey-Leland. The design'is simple, bui the popularity of “rock-faced™
mausoleums into the 19305 speaks fo the: fingering influence of gt eentury revival styles
featuring Gothic or rustic elements. The projecting ear clements at the base ean be found:

on mausoleams of many différent styles.
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