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Located on the Lotus Plot of Woodlawn Cemetery, the John Volz Mausoleum
faces west towards Jerome Avenue. The Volz Mausoleum is comprised of thirty-four
large, red granite blocks bonded together by a red-tinted mortar; it may be Listavena
Granite mined by the Vermont Marble Co. Due to a slow cooling process, it is easy to
decipher the large chucks of predominately quarts, feldspar, black mica, and black
hornblende which gives the granite its color and pattern.

The Volz mausoleum was a project completed by Tedeschi & Tedeschi Co. in
1931. The building is symmetrical and decorated with geometric interlocking motifs
(refer to figure 7). Tedeschi & Tedeschi Co. was established in 1900 and based out of
Queens, New York. They referred to themselves as "Designers, Manufacturers, and
Builders of Mausoleums and Monuments." There are seventeen mausoleums attributed
to the work of Tedeschi & Tedeschi Co. at Woodlawn, which were created between the
1920s-1940s. At its height, the Tedeschi & Tedeschi Co. had two locations in New
York—one work site in Astoria, Queens, and another a showroom for displays in
Woodside, Queens. In particular, the Volz Mausoleum was associated with the work of
Romolo Tedeschi and Arthur J. Kessler." On the bronze door, there are motifs of acorns
and calla lilies (refer to figure 6). On the mausoleum's interior is a stained-glass
depiction of Jesus as the "Good Shepard" associated with the Gospel of John verses
10:11 and 10:14 in the Bible.

John Volz was a real estate investor who lived on the Upper East Side and a
first-generation American born in 1859 to German immigrants. The Volz family was

wealthy and was known to buy and sell properties in the Upper East Side. An article

! Kessler, Arthur and Tedeschi, Romolo (1930-1931). Tedeschi & Kessler correspondence. Avery Architectural and
Fine Arts Library. Department of Drawings and Archives, Columbia University
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from The New York Times entitled “The Real Estate Field” gives some insight into this,
"Mr. Volz has been an active operator in the upper east side residential center having
recently purchased the five houses known as the New England apartments, at 480 Park
Avenue, between Fifty-eighth and Fifty-ninth Streets, with frontages on both of those
streets, and he also sold a short time ago the northwest corner of Lexington Avenue
and Eighty-fifth Street to the Ayer estate of Boston."? The Volz residence was also
mentioned in the article and was noted for its high price and all cash purchase, "On the
upper west side an unusually large residence was purchased by a buyer (Mr. Volz) for
occupancy. The east side Yorkville district furnished a good deal in the purchase by
John Volz of the six-story apartment house on the northeast corner of Madison Avenue
and Eight-seventh Street, fronting 50 feet on the avenue by 115 on the street...The
property has been held at $180,000, and the brokers, McDowell & McMahon, state that
it was an all-cash transaction."?

John Volz died in 1930 at the age of 71. His wife, Caroline Stéhr Volz, was a first-
generation German like John and was a homemaker for their household. She lived from
1866-1953, when she died at the age of 86. John is interred in a catacomb on the right
side of the interior (6), his wife on the left (2). Interred with the two of them are their
three daughters and one son-in-law. Louise Volz was the first daughter of John and
Caroline Volz; she lived from 1889 — 1974 (age 85) and is interred on the right-side

Catacomb (5). Gertrude Volz Crosby was the second daughter of the Volz, she lived

2"The Real Estate Field: Upper Madison Avenue Apartment House Held At $180,000 Sold To John Volz -- J. Louis
Schaefer Buys West Side Dwelling -- Mrs. William K. Vanderbilt, Jr., Leases Newport Villa." New York Times (1857-
1922), May 07, 1915

3 The Real Estate Field: Upper Madison Avenue Apartment House Held At $180,000 Sold To John Volz -- J. Louis
Schaefer Buys West Side Dwelling -- Mrs. William K. Vanderbilt, Jr., Leases Newport Villa." New York Times (1857-
1922), May 07, 1915
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from 1893 — 1968 (age 74) and is interred on the right side of the catacomb (1). The last
daughter Hilda Volz Feuerbach is interred with her husband Frederick J Feuerbach Jr.
Hilda lived from 1897 — 1972 (age 74) and is interred on the left-side Catacomb (3),
Frederick lived from Dec 26, 1893 - Dec 14, 1979 (age 85) and is interred on the right-

side Catacomb (4) above Hilda. The two of them were married on Sep 12, 1921.
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Figure 1: Drawing of catacombs. Courtesy of Drawings and Archives
at Avery Fine Arts and Architecture Library, Columbia University

Two types of stone are used in the construction of this mausoleum: granite and
marble. Granite is a hard, igneous rock with very low porosity which makes it
suitable for a mausoleum. Granite damage is present in some areas with missing
crystalline particles of quarts, feldspar, silicate. It is possible that these inclusions
occurred during the polishing process. Marble is a metamorphic rock with minimal
porosity; the Volz mausoleum's interior uses marble from floor to ceiling. However,
water damage has affected the marble and left drip stains, affecting the texture of

the marble. The large blocks at the exterior are bonded mortar. Mortar, in contrast to
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granite, has a high porosity. The mortar used on the structure is tinted by a red
pigment, unsuccessfully chosen to match the red hue of the granite. It looks to be
repointed by an inexperienced stone mason, with commercial mortar (since it was
constructed in 1931). Rapid deterioration of the mortar is occurring, it is cracking
into segments and falling out, the vibrant coloration only making it easier to spot
areas of loss.

Moving onto the category of metals, bronze is the only metal used. Bronze is a
cooper-tin alloy that is perfect for casting. Bronze is remarkably impervious to
changes imposed by time and weather. Moreover, bronze has been the preferred
material for doors in comparison to iron due to its hardness and easier mode of
production.* A cross is on the center of the cast bronze door with acorn and leaf
motifs (refer to figure 5). There are four bronze air vents on each side at the exterior

and eighteen decorative circular finials, at the interior two on each catacomb.

Condition Report of Materials

The mausoleum should be repointed as there are large areas of mortar loss
(refer to figure 8). Without intervention, water damage will persist until the structure is
made watertight. There could very well be issues with lack of air flow in the void
between the granite and the interior marble. Areas without mortar are susceptible to
water damage which has led to changes in the color and texture of a given material
(refer to figure 9). Moreover, it is possible that the bronze air vents are not functioning

as the designer intended, leading to moisture retention.

4 Waite, John G. at al. Metals in America’s Historic Buildings: Uses and Preservation Treatments, Dept. of the
Interior, National Park Service, Cultural Resources, Preservation Assistance, 1992
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Photo Archive

Figure 2: Front Elevation Figure 3: Side Elevation Figure 4: Rear Elevation
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Figure 6: Calla Lilly and Acorn
Motif on Door

Figure 7: Geometric Design in
Granite

Figure 8: Areas of Mortar Loss on
exterior door frame
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Figure 9: Stained Glass Detail and Documentation of Water Damage
around Joint Lines

Trono 8



Historic Preservation Studio 1: Woodlawn Cemetery Project October 2021

Bibliography

Ancestry.com. The U.S., Find a Grave Index, 1600s-Current [database online]. Lehi,

UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2012,

https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-

content/view/161516223:60525?tid=&pid=&queryld=2b93a75d22e6e96b00bd3fa2d

0692fe9& phsrc=nGM4& phstart=successSource (accessed Oct 11, 2021).

"In The Real Estate Field: Park Avenue Apartments Figure In $1,500,000 Deal -- Big
Sales On Upper West Side -- John Olson Buys New Loft Site In 25th Street." New
York Times (1857-1922), Jun 14, 1910,

http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-

newspapers/real-estate-field/docview/97103438/se-2?accountid=10226 (accessed

Oct 11, 2021).

"Latest Dealings In Reality Field: New Twelve-Story Structure In Midtown Loft Zone
Sold To Investor. Pearl St. Landmark Sold Private Dwelling On Fifty-Fifth Street
Leased For Business -- the Bronx And Suburban Deals." New York Times (1857-
1922), Jul 30, 1911,

http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-

newspapers/latest-dealings-realty-field/docview/97171293/se-2?accountid=1022

(accessed Oct 11, 2021).

Lent, Frank A. "Trade Names and Descriptions of Marbles, Limestones, Sandstones,
Granites, and Other Building Stones: Quarried in the United States, Canada, and

Other Countries." United States: Stone Publishing Company, 1925,

Trono 9


https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-content/view/161516223:60525?tid=&pid=&queryId=2b93a75d22e6e96b00bd3fa2d0692fe9&_phsrc=nGM4&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-content/view/161516223:60525?tid=&pid=&queryId=2b93a75d22e6e96b00bd3fa2d0692fe9&_phsrc=nGM4&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/discoveryui-content/view/161516223:60525?tid=&pid=&queryId=2b93a75d22e6e96b00bd3fa2d0692fe9&_phsrc=nGM4&_phstart=successSource
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/real-estate-field/docview/97103438/se-2?accountid=10226
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/real-estate-field/docview/97103438/se-2?accountid=10226
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/latest-dealings-realty-field/docview/97171293/se-2?accountid=1022
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/latest-dealings-realty-field/docview/97171293/se-2?accountid=1022

Historic Preservation Studio 1: Woodlawn Cemetery Project October 2021

https://www.gooqgle.com/books/edition/Trade Names and Descriptions of Marble

s/_9A0AQAAMAAJ?hI=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover (accessed Oct 11, 2021)

Metals in America's historic buildings: uses and preservation treatments. Edition1992
rev. Published Washington, D.C.: U.S. Dept. of the Interior, National Park Service,
Cultural Resources, Preservation Assistance : [Supt. of Docs., U.S. G.P.O.,
distributor], 1992

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cqi/pt?id=umn.31951d01010082d&view=1up&seq=1

(accessed November 30, 2021)

"New England Flats On Park Avenue Bought By Operator: Five Eight-Story Houses
Purchased By Brener, Also Front On 58th-59th Sts. And Held At
$1,350,000." New - York Tribune (1923-1924), Apr 13, 1923,

http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-

newspapers/new-england-flats-on-park-avenue-bought-

operator/docview/1237260458/se-2?accountid=10226 (accessed Oct 11, 2021).

New York City Department of Records & Information Services. New York City Birth

Certificates from 1866-1909, www.nyc.gov/records (accessed Oct 11, 2021)

Perkins, George H. (1927). "Report of the state geologist on the mineral industries and
geology of Vermont, 1925-26, fifteenth of this series Retrieved from

http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/books/report

-state-geologist-on-mineral-industries/docview/2355977649/se-

27accountid=10226 (accessed Oct 11, 2021).

Trono 10


https://www.google.com/books/edition/Trade_Names_and_Descriptions_of_Marbles/_9AoAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Trade_Names_and_Descriptions_of_Marbles/_9AoAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951d01010082d&view=1up&seq=1
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/new-england-flats-on-park-avenue-bought-operator/docview/1237260458/se-2?accountid=10226
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/new-england-flats-on-park-avenue-bought-operator/docview/1237260458/se-2?accountid=10226
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/new-england-flats-on-park-avenue-bought-operator/docview/1237260458/se-2?accountid=10226
http://www.nyc.gov/records
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/books/report-state-geologist-on-mineral-industries/docview/2355977649/se-2?accountid=10226
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/books/report-state-geologist-on-mineral-industries/docview/2355977649/se-2?accountid=10226
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/books/report-state-geologist-on-mineral-industries/docview/2355977649/se-2?accountid=10226

Historic Preservation Studio 1: Woodlawn Cemetery Project October 2021

"The Real Estate Field: A Million Dollar Park Avenue Transaction Involving Five Eight-
Story Apartment Houses -- Old Bank Street Houses Sold -- Site Purchased For
New Brooklyn Theatre To Cost $150,000." New York Times (1857-1922), Apr 03,
1915,

http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-

newspapers/real-estate-field/docview/97732716/se-2?accountid=10226 (accessed

Oct 11, 2021).

"The Real Estate Field: Upper Madison Avenue Apartment House Held At $180,000
Sold To John Volz -- J. Louis Schaefer Buys West Side Dwelling -- Mrs. William K.
Vanderbilt, Jr., Leases Newport Villa." New York Times (1857-1922), May 07, 1915,

http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.progquest.com/historical-

newspapers/real-estate-field/docview/97706498/se-2?accountid=10226 (accessed

Oct 11, 2021).

Trono 11


http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/real-estate-field/docview/97732716/se-2?accountid=10226
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/real-estate-field/docview/97732716/se-2?accountid=10226
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/real-estate-field/docview/97706498/se-2?accountid=10226
http://ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/login?url=https://www.proquest.com/historical-newspapers/real-estate-field/docview/97706498/se-2?accountid=10226

