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For my first venture in field documentation and formal anaiysﬁis_-, I worked on the Moritz Rosenthal - mausoléunr in
Woodléwn Cemetery. Woodlawn Cemetery is located in the Bronx; my mausoleum: is focated near the center of the
cemetery ét the intersection of Myosotis and Walnut Averiue. It faces north on Waliut Avenue and sits on the Columbine
plot, which is approximately 3,586.4 square feet. The size and location of the plot, as well as the privacy offered by the
few trees surrounding it, give it.ehough foom to, .bﬁ‘;:-"t:.;‘clke]'l in by itself. The présence of the nearby mausoleums.does not.
encroach upon 'i_ts-"_s_p'ace-..Ori_gin_a[l__y,- the owners intended to surround the mausoleum: by tall threes such as elms, cedars
and hemlocks, flowering buishes such as rthododendrons and Japanese holly, and flowerbeds. Today, thefe are only two

remaining trees. The matble bench that sat in the middle of the plot, facing the mausoleum, was stolen in 1994,

The rectangular mavsoleum is construeted so as to appear monolithic. All four exterior facades are blocks of fine-
hamme_red'white Vermont granite. The interior walls are removable slabs of polished Tennessee pink. The floors are
removable slabs of polished white Vérmont granite and the door is bronze, The exterior of the mauscléum is 167-111/2”
by 13°-4.” On the back fagade, there are three windows, which had a stained glass landscape scene: The glass was stolen
in 1992,.and was replaced with a tinted c'cwering;j The right wall'contains the crypts of Edna, John, Enid and Edward
Rosenthal. The:names of Frederick, a stock broker, and Jane Heimerdinger; Joan Sovern and Paul Marshal Rosenthal are
on the left wall” There isa bit of question as to whois located where. Thetop left crypt says Frederick, Jane.and Joan;

however, mausoleum records have Joan's remains located in an urn on the counter of the back wall. The left wall also
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contains two blank crypts. The back wall, below the countertop, houses the original owners, Moritz and Virginia

Rosenthal, who purchased the mausoleum in June193 34

“Motitz was a wealthy senior partner at-the New York law-firm Ladenburg, Thalmann & Co; as was at least one of
his sons. As a broker, Moritz also. fought President Theodore Roosevelt’s antitrust campaign.” He and Virginia are the:
parents of Paul, Jane and John. Enid-and Edna are both wives of John Roesenthal; Frederick is Jane’s husband. It is not.

clear how Edward and Joan are related to the main family, though their birth and death dates imply that Edward-is

o,

Moritz’s brother and Joan is Edward’s daughter, A'c’co‘rﬁding_;to Joan’s obituary, she hasa brother, also named Edward,.
who died in 2009, but is not interred at this. Jocation.® Joan was married to Michael Sovern, sevénteenth president of
Columbia Uniiversity, until she-died of ¢ancer. She was an abstract bronze, marble, driftwood and terea cotta artist. Itis
po_‘ss'i'blc, though nowhere implied, that she could have designed the bronze mausoleum doors.” Meanwhile, Jane was
chairman of the women’s division of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies. Both women were active in academia and

h_a_ve-s'cholarships named after them. 8

The ori ginal drawings, located in the Woodlawn Archives at Avery Libraly, indicate that there are it least six.
additional empty-crypts located underground.” The mausoleum was designed by the still existent Presbrey Léland
Memicrials, A'ccordi'n_g to the company’s 1933 cata]qgu_'e, the Rosenthal desi gn used the same. granite as the Lehman
mauscleum and foHowed the Oblong Plan: 'Cl'a_s_s:ig gnd Modern Detail template, which was advertised as.an econemical
choicefor a “large number of interments >*° The. 'r"ﬁ‘ahs'ole_Um:and plot also had a $28,744 éidowment for quarterly
cleaning and repointing, though by 1975 annual care to the mausoleum was.cancelled and most of the plants were
removed due 10 disease or high maintenance cost. ""There are also many letters between Woodlawn and the Rosenthals in
which the costof the plants is discussed. In1942, when they-ino-'long_er-had a personal-garden_e_r, Virginia took.over care of
the lot. It seems the Rosenthals were looking for a final resting place that balanced grandeur with economy 12 After
Virgina’s death her furniture was auctioned for almost $43,000, which could indicate her family’s need for -the-mo‘ne_y.”
When the price of the lilies Virgina réquested for'the mausoleum every week rose, it was agreed that the cemetery should

find acheaper alternative.
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Wealtity, but not extravagant, nature must have been important to the Rosenthals. Enclosed in vegetation, the
mausoleum might have seemed-cabin-like. The doors also 'have.--carvin_gs.of stars, moons, flowers and seashells. The now
nonexistent stain glass windows once depicted a landscape scene. The mausoleum design is very simple, with the doors,

‘windows and corner urns, on the steps, the only decoration, Compared to other mausoleums-with much more complicated

designs and ornamentation, this one is unassuming. It doesn’t try to edify the family anymore than necéssary.

- When I couldn’t find any proportional relationship between the elements, I began to realize that there was.one
be’t'weeﬁ the form and function of the building. The form seemis to follow the function. First of all, the building style was
-chosen so that a great number of crypts could be housed in the same mausoleum. Therefore, all of the building elements
had to altow for that. The shape and size of the walls are only big enough to atllow for the size 6f the crypts—seven on.
each side and two. in the ¢enter of the back wall, which explains the: buildin'g_"-s- symmetry and horizontal and vertical
composition. Any other nonrectangular, nonsymmetrical shape would have made it harder and more expensive to fit so
many crypts. Family structure also seems im_p‘oft‘aﬁt. The parents’ place under the counter 6f the back wall, with the
children lined up on both sides of them draws your attention first.to them and then. to the children’s crypts; It creates a
-metap'hqrica['fami[y circle or dinner table arraignment with the parénts at-the head of the configuration." From the outside
the building can.be broken into four horizontal elements: the roof, the top half of the building, the bottom half, and the
stairs, Even though the buildin g is not very blg, your eye is‘drawn across the fagade. The half pillafs on the sides of the
door also make the building seem wider than itis, On the inside walls, the crypts are stacked on.top-of each other s6 your
yes.are drawn up-from onée name to the next; creating the illusion of height. Thie only other elements are the doors and the

windaws, which are necessary both for entry and lighting..

The mausoleum ‘is an example of 1930s mausoleum architecture that is still in.very good condition. It also a good
example of using space economically, without lqolfin g at the original blueprints, I would never have guessed that, it
contains 16 crypts. Ho_wcve'r__, the design is not v;n.fi_);;mique as i, and the windows.and doors, were chosen from the
Presbrey Leland catalog, According to the catalog, cistomers could have pérsonal designs incorporated into the art but
there is no record that the Rosenthals requested this, The building.style was also present in Presbrey Leland’s previous.

catalogues and similar styles are still on its website _t(}r:lay_-.ES
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What is interesting is that the website doesn’t feature as many mausoleums as it does markers, which could im_p]y

that people.are no longer as interested in purchasing grand mausoleums, but are instead opting for cheaper markers. While
the catalogues of the 1930s.explained why one should purchase.a mausoleum with a simple and traditional architectural
style, like classic or gothic; which would stand the test of time and express tlie fami:ly"s-dignity,_ the present website only
has bullet points and pictures. Under “Multicultural™ and “Traditional”, Présbrey Leland now has pictures of Latin and”
Asian family markers that reflect cultural diversity.' Therefore, rather than-coming to the conclusion that the Rosenthal
mausolenm 18 Singularly important to historic mausoleum architecture, I believe that its importance lies in-what it tells us

about the people who purchased it—if they were interested in-agsthetics over function, bein g buried alone or with many—

and the general trends in cemetery monuments leading.up to today.
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