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PROLOGUE

The operation of structure has consistently emerged as a theme
throughout both my academic study and professional practice. Al-
though | used to regard the function of architectural structure in
an ontological sense i.e., purely to support notions of program
and form. Throughout the course of my architectural education,
| have become more interested in ‘structure’ as a vehicle for
architects to operate within larger social domains. In my eyes,
structure has a greater responsibility than just the articulation of
architects’ utopian imagination and should be viewed as an in-
strument or an opportunity to participate in the discourse of the
specific locale’s sociopolitical issues. This more wholistic, albeit
optimistic, view implies the potential of exploring tectonic struc-
ture as the catalyst for a more participatory architecture, one
that remembers that its job is to serve the constituents it houses.

In this portfolio, | would like to give a critical view of architectural
and urban development through my four academic projects and
one research-focus project, examining and exploring potential re-
lationships between the local and overall.
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01 “CITY IN THE CITY”

Rosevelt Island Natural Preservation

Columbia, 2023 Summer
Columbia University, MSAAD

Site: Rosevelt Island, New York

Group Member: Junming Liao, Zhihao Xu
Advisor: David Eugin Moon
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Recorded sales data from Jamsry T0IE to begast 20IB showed os
that the median price of s m the first row of blocks scross Cen-
tral Park were 1556 more pxpersve tham the meden of every bor-
dering reghborhood The median home sale price of 2 the border-
ing neghborkoods combmed was §1.222 300, whie the median of

the first row of hlocks was 81 4 milion—a $277 500 difference.
(rmusres Prageriy Siard)
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New Yorkers, he discovered, are gemerally willmg bo ey W 1o 25
percent more for an esrimet fhat sllows them to wander over
to the window and teke m the sights — whether that's a boat

pecwing up the rver o the rofing lEwns of Cenfraf Park.
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CITY IN THE CITY
—Roosevelt Island
This is the city for animals in the city.

In City Island studio, the discussion about the idea of urbanization and deurbanization
referring to the areas of Central Park and Roosevelt Island were focused in our project.
The natural and urban typology differences existing in the two sites led the study to the
relationship between human and nature. Through the establishment of a noun-human
preserved area for animals with a steel bridge across for visitors on the south end of
Roosevelt Island, the project tries to bring out a possible way of interaction between
human and nature. The introduction of the new programs on Roosevelt Island could
attract people, and also provide a refugee for animals to inhabit. Thus, transforming
Roosevelt Island to more a activate and vibrant area in terms of programs and natural
perspectives. As time goes by, the natural preserved area could potentially extend to
the rest of Roosevelt Island, making the relationship between nature and humans
more harmonious.
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02 “SCRAP FRAMEWORK”

Recycling Center and Making Studio

Columbia, 2023 Fall
Columbia University, MSAAD

Site: Brooklyn Grain Terminal, New York

Advisor: Ruth Mandl, Bobby Johnston
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03 “TRACING LOSS”

Central Park Nursery

“Tracing Loss”

Columbia, 2023 Fall
Columbia University, MSAAD

Site: Centarl Park, New York

Advisor: Karla Rothstein
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