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Dwelling in Motion

Dwelling in Motion reimagines an underutilized spaces 
in San Rafael, Mexico City, as supportive housing for 
performance artists anchoring culture, care, and creativity 
in a neighborhood marked by decline and disconnection. 
Once a vibrant artistic district, San Rafael now faces 
fragmentation by elevated infrastructure and uneven 
development. This project addresses both the precarity of 
emerging artists and the physical rupture of the urban fabric.
The design combines flexible, earthquake-resilient housing 
with communal kitchens, rehearsal spaces, and cultural 
facilities, blurring the boundaries between domestic 
life and performance. A central idea is the “Plus One” 
promenade, a linear urban intervention that stitches 
together theaters, plazas, parks, and dead-end streets into 
a continuous public journey. Inspired by the High Line, this 
elevated path reactivates forgotten spaces, culminating 
in a layered network of art, gathering, and refuge.
Crucially, the project also transforms neglected voids, beneath 
highways and within dead ends into emergency shelters 
for earthquakes and displacement. Architecture becomes 
not just form, but response: a living system that supports 
artists, protects the vulnerable, and restores public memory.
Dwelling in Motion is both housing and infrastructure, both 
city and stage, a new platform for living, performing, and 

belonging.
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Plug-in Nexus

This project begins with a close transcription of the 1963 
proposal for the Free University of Berlin by Candilis, Josic, 
Woods, and Schiedhelm. While their visionary scheme 
emphasized ideas of “mat-building,” “growth through 
change,” and a non-hierarchical, democratic spatial order, 
many of these concepts were lost or diluted in the built 
realization. Key ideas such as adaptable modularity, 
open-ended expansion, and primary circulation through 
elevated megastructural corridors were never fully realized 
due to political, technical, and economic constraints.
Plug-In Nexus re-engages these original intentions by 
designing a modular campus defined by oversized connective 
corridors that serve not only as primary circulation but also 
as infrastructural and social spines. Around and within these 
spines, academic, residential, and communal programs 
are conceived as discrete, flexible plug-ins. The result is a 
dynamic framework that prioritizes openness, reconfiguration, 
and spatial democracy. This project is both a critique and 
continuation of the original vision a built argument for 
flexibility, community, and architectural infrastructure that 

adapts over time.

FA 2024 | ADV | M. Bell | Vancouver, BC
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Rolling House

This project responds to the urgent ecological and economic 
challenges facing Montauk’s coastline, specifically 
accelerating beach erosion, rising sea levels, and deteriorating 
tourist infrastructure. Rather than retreating inland, Rolling 
House explores how architecture can remain adaptable, 
responsive, and present within a volatile environment.
Through site visits and environmental analysis, we recognized 
the need for flexible, transitional housing that can be quickly 
deployed, relocated, or expanded. This led to the development 
of modular prototypes that could “roll” or shift with changing 
shorelines. The cylindrical unit prioritizes ease of movement 
and minimal site impact, while the Realux Triangle offers 
expandable configurations through interlocking geometry. 
Both systems are conceived as lightweight, prefabricated 
structures that allow for growth in multiple directions 
promoting long-term resilience and immediate deployability.
Rolling House reimagines coastal development not as fixed, 
fragile construction, but as mobile, regenerative infrastructure. 
The proposal combines spatial ingenuity with environmental 
pragmatism, offering a new typology for waterfront living, one 
that acknowledges uncertainty while enabling community 

continuity.

SP 2024 | ADIV | R. Marino | Montauk, NY
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Transitional Housing

Transitional Housing is a cooperative housing prototype 
designed for individuals and families aged 18 to 30, offering 
an adaptable, affordable alternative to the conventional 
nuclear family model. The project recognizes housing as 
more than shelter, it is a platform for mutual support, shared 
labor, and communal growth during critical life transitions.
Guided by the principles of Shared Labor and Economy and 
Shared Property, the architecture fosters a collaborative living 
environment where resources, space, and responsibilities are 
collectively managed. The site is organized into five porous, 
interconnected blocks spanning three continuous levels. This 
structure promotes spatial fluidity, social interaction, and access 
to shared gardens, coworking zones, and recreational areas.
Each unit features a central service core, housing kitchens and 
bathrooms lanked by private or semi-private living quarters. 
Between units, adaptable “joker rooms” provide multipurpose 
space that can be adapted for communal gatherings, work-from-
home needs, or quiet retreat. This modular approach meets the 
evolving needs of young adults as they move through varying 
stages of independence, intimacy, and economic stability.
Architecturally, the design merges adaptability with density, 
maximizing communal benefit while preserving personal 
space. By rethinking ownership, domesticity, and spatial 
hierarchy, Transitional Housing offers a contemporary model 
for urban resilience, supporting youth through uncertainty with 

dignity, structure, and community.
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Data-E-Scape

This project explores the hidden physical infrastructure of 
the internet a vast network of satellites, 5G towers, data 
centers, and broadband lines embedded in the fabric of 
urban life. In cities like New York, the internet has become 
an omnipresent force, shaping how we live and interact. Yet 
its rapid expansion has brought overlooked consequences: 
5G towers raise concerns about surveillance and health, 
while Starlink’s satellites contribute to light pollution and 
space debris. As our dependence on this infrastructure 
grows, so does its environmental and social impact.
At the heart of this system lies the data center, responsible 
for processing, storing, and transmitting massive amounts 
of data. These buildings raise fundamental questions 
about power and access: Who controls this infrastructure? 
Who benefits from it? This project focuses on the Sabey 
Data Center in Lower Manhattan, the tallest in the world, 
currently controlled by the NYC government and Verizon.
Set in a speculative future of internet decentralization, 
the project reclaims the data center as a civic space. Its 
existing infrastructure power generators, water systems, 
antennae, is reprogrammed for public use. The structure is 
transformed into a vertical commons: classrooms, gardens, 
archives, galleries, coworking spaces. Operated and shaped 
by the local community, the building becomes a symbol of 
digital empowerment, collective stewardship, and spatial 
reclamation. It challenges the dominance of tech monopolies 

by proposing an internet infrastructure rooted in public life.
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The Green Incubator

With the legalization of recreational marijuana in New 
York City, a significant cultural and regulatory shift is 
underway. This project investigates the complex history of 
cannabis criminalization, highlighting how Black and Brown 
communities were disproportionately targeted through 
aggressive policing and uneven policy enforcement. While 
legalization marks a progressive step, it also risks reproducing 
systemic inequities if left in the hands of private capital alone.
I proposes a Green incubator that reframes marijuana as 
a civic resource, supporting education, destigmatization, 
and economic empowerment through architecture. The 
site becomes a hybrid ground for Columbia University, 
local residents, and small scale entrepreneurs to co-
develop sustainable, community based cannabis industries. 
The program integrates vertical farms, seed libraries, 
hemp processing labs, co-working hubs, retail stores, 
and public plazas into a cohesive, playful environment.
Beyond consumption, the project educates on marijuana’s 
full ecological and material potential: hemp as building 
insulation, biodegradable plastics, textile fiber, and medical 
applications. Through speculative renderings and layered 
data visualizations, the project critiques the aesthetics of 
capitalist greenwashing while offering an alternative rooted in 
transparency, local agency, and design justice. It envisions 
a future where cannabis supports not only wellness, but 

reparative economies and inclusive urban growth.
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07
TuLou

This project is a detailed architectural exploration of the 
Tulou, a traditional earthen dwelling typology unique to 
Fujian Province, China. Built by the Hakka people, these 
monumental, often circular communal buildings embody 
centuries of resilient, self-sustaining architecture. Through 
sketch analysis, sectional drawings, site mappings, and 
physical model, this study unpacks the spatial logic, material 
systems, and cultural values embedded in Tulou architecture.
The project examines how Tulou integrate domestic life, 
defense, ecology, and collective governance within a singular 
architectural form. Key architectural components rammed earth 
walls, timber joinery, shared courtyards, radial circulation, and 
agrarian adjacency are analyzed to understand the interplay 
between structure, climate, and social life. The physical model 
highlights tectonic techniques and spatial sequences across 
layers of construction and occupancy, revealing the deep 
sophistication of what is often dismissed as vernacular form.
Beyond documentation, this investigation positions Tulou as 
a living system: an evolving prototype for sustainable, high-
density, and community-based living. In an era of urban 
alienation, the Tulou offers critical lessons in collective spatial 

organization, structural integrity, and ecological continuity.

FA 2022 | ADR | A. Chiney | Fujian
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Harlem Harmony Deal Book
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