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In thevear 1867, Henry W, Boettger decided to set sail for Ellis Island, leaving behind his home
country of Germany for the dream of securing a new destiny for himself in the United States as a silk
“finisher.’ Having already received training in the textile industry in Germany, moving to the United
States seemed like the next logical step for a man with an eye fof ent'er.r;mris'i'a.2 He soon went into a
partnership with Adolph Hinze, forming the silk finishing company of Boettger & Hinze.in New lersey.?
These gentlemen were securing a strong fosthold in'a market that was just starting to. materialize in the
United States. Besides beginnirig what would be a very fruitful career, Henry married Pauline Stoppel in
1870 Pauline was & first generation American living with her Bavarian parents:in Union Hill, New Jersey
at the time.® The young couple would end up raising-nine children together while continuing to split

their time hetween New Jersey and New York City.®

In 1898, Henry saw & new potential in the market for “piece dyeing” and formed a separate Piece Dye
Works in Lodi, New Jersey,” Between the years of 1895 and 1903_,_ Henty would buy out his_pa rtner and
form the Boetiger Silk Firishing 'Ccm'm;’:u«'ah’_\a'.'8 This was the start of the fa'mily’ husiness, with Henry giving
his three soris, Robert, Theddore, and Henry J_r.,_ the titles of vice-president, treasurer, and secretary
re's'pectably'.g"‘l'-he two Boettger businesses, the Piece Dye Works.and the Boettger Silk Finishing
Company, would eventually expand to formthe United Piece Dye Works-and the Silk Finishing Company
of America.’”® Henry continued t¢ buiid his's_ilk_emp_ire across New Jersey-and New York until his death in
1913, at which poing his son Theodore ber:ame__pre'si'dem- of the United Piece Dye Works, and his other

son Henry jr. became president of the Silk Finishing Co. of America.™

Henry's death in 1913 sparked the commission of a family mausoleéum by his wife.Paulinie iri the.
prestigious Woodlawn Cemetery. Upon picking a circular lot on the corner of Hickory and Golden Rod
Avenues, Pauline hired the services of the Harrison Granite Company, Producers of Monumefital &

Mausoletim Work, to design the funerary structure.'? Businesses like the Harrison Granite Company-
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developed-to fill the newly-popular mausoleum niche.of the funerary world. Thanks to the demand
from Society’s elite to immortalize their names and from the recently'opened granite quarries that were
sprouting up in the New England states, particularly in Barre, Vermont, families no longer needed to hire
professional architects to design their mausoleums.” The Harrison Granite Company, with its quarry
conveniently located in Barre, was widely used in Woodlawn Cemetery during the period from 1900-

1950, producing 127 mausoleums for grieving families, ™

The design of the Boetiger Mausoleum occurred at the very beginnings ofthe Egyptian Revival style;
a style that would become immensely popular during the 19205 in the United States, often referred to
as “Tut Manla;" referring to the recent discovery of Tutankhamen’stomb. ** The overall design of the
mausoleum is'a modification of a catalog design of the “Egyptian style” in order to.better fit both the
physical:and aesthetic needs of Mrs. Boettger as recorded in the many revision notes found on the
construction documents (Figure 1). The granite fagade exhibits many of the Egyptian details that define
the style, including a “columned entrance with lotus leaf capitals,.a winged orb hovering over the
dodrway, and a cavetto cornice,” all of"w_hich'-are-lévered.suecéssi\;ely in.order to draw the viewer in'as
they approach the corner lot {Figure 2).*° Although Mrs. Boettger may have been following the social
trend of Egyptian Revival for the -design of the exterior of the ma usoleum, the interior design is the
unigue product of the significant family decision to choose eremation over traditional caskets, turning
the mausoleum into a columbarium. The fact that cremation was just starting to gain momentum in the
United States and “was slowly gaining acceptance in late-nineteenth-century society as a result of new
attitudestoward religion; a less sentimental notion of death, and greater health consciousness that
viewed it'as a sanitary method of disposing of the dead” makes the family decision even more
monumental.’” There are only two other single-family columbariums in the Woodlawn Cemetery, with

many “mixed” use mausoleums containing both caskets and aé_hes_,. but-what makes the Boettger

Mausoleum exceptionally distinctive is the full display of their urns.2® Typical columbariums house their
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urns in small crypts or niches, but the Boettger family made the decision to place their urns on shelves
that line the perimeter.of the marble interior of the columbarium {Figure 3). The open display allows
the design of the urns to take precedence over the architecture, while providing an economical funerary
solution for a large family desiring to remain together.even after death. In fact, there are a total of:21
urns inside the eolumbarium, consisting of Henry and Pauline Boettger, Henry's brother, Pauline’s
mother, six of their ning children and their spouses, and even five grandchildren. The colurmbarium is

very much still in-.use with its most recent occupant having passed away in 2004.

The Boettger family was clearly unbound by societal coristraints, evident not only in-their business
venturesbut also in their view of death and funerary architecture. Their columbariam is a prime
example of the early use of Egyptian Revival with its elegantly restrained use of detailing which predates
the full blown replication of the Egyptian temple that would soon follow, such as the Bache Mausoleum
that is also located in Woodtawn Cemetery. Their progressive approach to cremation and the display of
the subsequent urns provides a unique look into the history of eremation and. urn design. Alangside the
architecture, the urns add another layer of history that is open tointerpretation by reflecting the
cultural trends prevalent during each person’s time of passing. The Boettger Columbarium has achieved
what many mausoeleums have failed to acconiplish, which is to remain a relevant fihal resting place for
the descendents of the family. In-my 0pinio‘n, Pauline Boettger's bold approach te funerary architecture:
should be preserved so that future generations of the Boettger famiily can continue to add to the'layers

of history.
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Figure 2-Front Fagade with Egyptian Detailing

Figure 3-Interior Shelf for the Urns
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