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The: short history of the Moffett family from 1913 until now s a-imicrocaosmi of
America history. It includes a background from the Civil War, the Second World War,

the Great Depression until now: “Yankee Doric” is an equivoque used in the novel

“Yankee Doric; Atnerica Before the Civil War, a novel” by Burton Raffel. As a

combination of the limguistic and architectural meanings, “Yankee Doric” itself

reflects a significant feature of the ‘American Dream.

1. Context

The contractor for thie Motffett mausoteum was. the Stone, Gould & Farrington,
Inc., which turned into Farrington, Gould & Hoagland,.Inc., before 1921. In a 1921
New York Buver Mamial, the company was at the top of the “Monuments” category,
implying its popularity. Before 1913, the .Stone, Gould & Farrington, Inc. was
responsibie for the construction of the Gates family’s mansolenm in Woodlawn,
which was n’:gar'ded as the largest.private mau_s_oleum in the US. at that time:. 1

In April 19; 1913, ILA. Moffett’s widow, Katherine L J. Moffett signed a
specitication with Stone, Gould & Farrington, Inc., that included blue prints of the
Moftett mausoleum which would be built on the Chestnut Plot, facing Chestnut
Avenue and. the mausoleum of Geo T. Bliss, a baroque building erected in 1901. To

the left side of Moffett’s tomb was G W. Kdvanaugh’s, which appeared in 1951.
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Fig.1, The lot plan indicating ity location aid scale, 1957, Woadlawn Ar_c;'hives_,.Ave_ry library of

Calumibia University, Major Monument Records; box 12, falder79.

In a picture taken before 1927, the newly built mausoleuny of Motfett has no

planned landscape. As time passed by, dwarf ‘trees have blocked the back of the

mausoleum, and shaded part of the facade. The lawn around the Moffett mausolenm

were cut regularly, thus it eénjoys a tiafty appeararice as well as a.secluded site. Since

the Moffett's mausoleum stands at the slope of Chestnut Plot, the east edge of ground

dsnearly 8 inchies higher than the west. Tt remains a problem from the foundation plan

peériod. In April 24, 1913, ‘the cemetery wrote to Stone, Gould &Farrington. Inc.,
asked for setting two one-feet-thre¢-inch thick stones.of the base cousse-at the right
side and rear, and show 2 inches of stone above sod at the east-front comner, 10 inches.
at the west front corner. The special design. assured a solid flat foundation at the first
decades, however, as time goes, 'the east front corner was eroded by humid carth,

which would also increase the harm of lichen.




‘Fig.2. The Moffett Mausoleum, 1927,

Farrington Gould Hoeagland, Inc., Woodlaivn, New York.

Fig.3. The Moffett Mausolewm, 2018, Photographed by Deng Fei, Woodlawn, New York.

2. Design

The Gould & Fafrington’s company created not only Moffett's mausoleurn,

“which has Doric columus, but also built more than 14 classical mausoleumns with

Deoric columns in Woodlawn before 1927. The most distinctive feature of Moffett’s is
that it was created folibx’ving_;the pr’iﬁ'c-iple‘s.‘ proposed by Vitruvius as strict as possible;
compared with other same-period mausoléums. One ¢ould find lots of typical classical.
elements combined hatmonically iir this single ease; from the Doric column body, to

the mutule, guttae and echinus en the roof. However, the proportion of the columns
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are not so correct. None of other similar mausoleums in Woodlawn designed by the

satne coftipany has such classical Doric style facade.

Figure 1: Furrington Gould and Hoagland. Incorporated : memorial designers and

builders : mausolewns, momuments, statuary, 1927, Farrington Gould Hoagland, Inc.

The.material of MoiTett’s is also luxury. As said ifi the specitication, the

mausoleum was constructed by the “lite Barre, Vermiont, g’l‘anit_e": for exteriorwall.

The surface of floor was made of polished “Pink Tennessee marble™. Each-of the

caticombs were constructed of “Pennsylvania Ribbon Slates.” The double sheet doors

with highly decorated rosettes were made of bronze, accompanied with bronze
veatilators. A finé painted angle of the stained glass window was setat the end of
interior passage, also used as the entrance of light, of which the frame was also made

from bronze. ?

3.Family history

2 Stone, Gould & Farrington, Inc..Specifications for the manufacture & complete of the Moffett
mausoleum. ..fo be eracted in Woodfawn Cemetéry, New Yark City, 258 Broadway, New Yofk City,
1913.




In the obituary.of Mr. James A. Moffett posted on Feb.27, 1913’s New York
Times, Mr. J A. Moffett was born‘in 1851 , Virginia, has-an ancestry of Scotch Irish.
When he was 19 years oid, he left school and-entered oil business, 14 years after he

was elected as a member of the manufacturing committee of the Standard O

Cormnpany-in Brooklyn, then he became the president of the office of Standard Oil

Company. He was recalled to New York in 1883, when in 1907 the company was.

suited as having violated the Sherman law. In the book F rom The Directors of the
Standard Oil Company to its Employees and Stockholders published in Aug 1907, he
managed to set'aside the 29,000,000 dollais fined by-the court on appeal. In the
obituary, he was described as “An Ally of John D: Rockfeller in Early Days of
Industry.™

T. A. Moffett left his 'wife, Mrs. Katherine Ingersoll Jackson Moffett, with two

“sons and a daughter. His first son, George. Monroe. Moffett, born in 1883, inherited

his father’s talent in corn production and transportation management. G.M Moffett
was once the Chairmar of the Coin Products Refining Co. From 1931 to 1945. As an
Bachelor of Arts graduated from Princeton University, he donated and named the
professorship in the biology dept. Orie-of his son, the James Andrew Moffett Tl also
graduated from Pfinceton University, and both Jim and the family-sponsored,
Whitehall Foundation in Palm.Beach were among the donors of the George M.
Moffett labotatories.* George. M. Moffett's grandson, inherited the same name-of G.
M. Moffett, was a famous photographer whose second wife was June Dupréz, a
English film actress..

The second son of I. A. Moffett was also-named James Andrew Moffett, who
oncé worked in the Standard Oil Commpatry as well, was later became the p‘_res__idént of -
the. California Qil Company, He was also famous for being friends with the President
Roosevelt during the World War 113
% New-York Times, 1813, “James A Moffet, Dies in Florida,” New York.
+Graduate Classof 1928, 1990, "Memorial, James Ahdrew Moffett I'29,” Prin:_:eion'Alumn'i_WeekIy.

5 The Miarni News, 1953, “James Moffatt Dies at 66: James. A. Maifett, Wored under Roosevelt”.




The youngest daughter of J. A. Moffett was Helen Seeley Moffett Barker, who
graduated from Princeton and married witli Harold Qakley Barker, was buried with
her husband, father, mother and brothers together in the Moftett’s family tomb in

Wooedlawn in-1972.
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Moffett Mausoleum







