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Ermold Mausoleum

Introduction

The Ermold mausoleum is located on Heather plot at Woodlawn Cemetery. It was initially
commissioned by Frederick W. Jockel Jr. to C. E. Tayntor Granite Co. a year after his
father’s death in May 1909. It housed his father and infant son with his wife Catherine for
a short time. However, in 1935 shortly-after his wife Elise died, Edward Ermold purchased
the mausoleum. The bodies buried there were moved to another plot within Woodlawn
cemetery, and the interior was redesigned. Currently, the mausoleum houses Edward

Ermold and his family.

Biography

Edward Ermold was born in Géttingen, Prussia (now Germany), on September 4th, 1852,
fn.august 1880, When he was 27 years old, he migrated on board a ship named The
Pervy to New York City! alongside his 23-year-old wife Elise and their two-year-old
daughter Emma. The family moved into :a modest building in the East Village on 57 1%

avenue (figure 1)2
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Edward was a machinist and started a machine dealer company, the Edward Ermold
Company, which would give him his fortune after his- arrival. In 1885 patented. his first
“Botile Corking Machine™ (figure 2) followed by a total of thiteenth patented machines
between 1885 and 1909. Including “Envelope Machines” (figure 3), “Bottle Labeling
Machines” (figure 4}, and “Compressors for Bottle Corking Machines” (figure 5). During
1903 the company “operated from 652-664 Hudson Street? (figure 6) and as it gained
recoghition in the packaging and bottling sector, grew to occupy the whole block by 19413
Advertisements were published in a series of magazines such as The Wine and. Spirit
Bulletin (figure 7), The Canning Trade (figure 8), and various issues of Modern Packaging
(figure 9). The Edward Ermold company continued to grow until 1951 when it was
purchased by Barry-Wehmiller machinery company of St. Louis,® that operates until
today. Edward Ermold died of cancer, a year after his wife Elise_;'7 in 1936 at the age of

83 at his apartment on 225 West 86! street” (Figure 10).

Exterior
The mausoleum is located mid-row facing Prospect Avenue in Heather plot. Various:

mausoleums surround it with similar-exterior features. (figure 11). After Edward Ermold
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‘bought the mausoleum from Frederick Jockel, a lawyer of German descent,® who was
probably affected economically during the Great Depression, he only did minor
modifications to the original exterior design conceived by C. E. Tayntor Granite
Company.® Its general massing is rectangular, symmetrical along the central axis, and

has the prominent appearance of a Greek temple (figure 12).

The exterior ashlar masonry- comprises 10" thick barre granite blocks with a rock face
finish.? The pediment, columns, and stairs have a polished finish. The entrance is
characterized by four lonic columns of equal size and spacing between them, topped by
an entablature and a triangular pediment. The only things that'Ermold changed ‘on the
exterior were the carved family name above the door frame from JOCKEL to ERMOLD
and the bronze double-paneled door, which now includes the letter "E” on its geometric

ornaments (figure 13).

Interior
Criginally the mausoleum's interior was a vast space covered entirely with marble, with
two stained-glass windows facing each other in the middle of the longer opposing walls,

framed by two Doric colonetfes. It had four more colonettes on each corner of the space.
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The catacombs-were placed below grade with a capacity of eight people. With a covering
marble block wholly aligned with the floor level. 1! After Ermold bought the mausoleum, he
commissioned Robert Caterson to restyle the interior, who, as shown in his 1905
Catalo_’g,"z had done nummerous mausoleums, including many examples of Greek temples

at Woodlawn cemetery.

The new design included the construction of four stacked catacombs at the bottom of the
space (figure 14), making it shorter but still very ample. Additionally, all the ornamental
features, including the marble columns, were removed, and replaced with large smooth
pink marble slabs. Nevertheless, the below-grade catacombs were left unchanged.
Probably only the covering marble slabs were replaced to match the new ones on the

walls.

The new owner wanted to appropriate the space by changing the interior tone of the
mausoleum. |t was left almost unornamented, giving it a sober, solemn feel'ing. The only
ornamentation consists of two small bronze rosettes incrusted on each catacomb’s walls.
And the moldings create a coffered ceiling with a similar brorize rosette placed in the
middle of the central square whenever two faux beams encounter each other (figl'._lr'e 15).
Finally, two colorful stained-glass windows face each other {figures 16,17). It is unclear if

Ermoid changed them or if the pieces were part of the original design.

" Woodlawn Cemetery {New York, N.Y.). "Woodlawn Cemetery Records, 1863-1999.”
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On the eastern side, the windows depict a human-like male angel holding a palm leaf,
which in religious iconography often symbolizes the Cristian’s triumph over death, and a
sword, which represents the weapon of the Cristian martyr. On the western side, a
human-like female angel is holding a white dove, which, when depicted resting on a
..‘woma'n 's hand, represents the soul rising fo heaven and a wreath which is another symbol

of the Christian martyr.1?

Current condition

Today, the Ermold mausocleum is in overall good conditioni, probably due to some
maintenance works done after Edward’s granddaughter Elsie died in 1970 by her
husband, Karl Kemm.™ However, there ‘are some deterioration issues to be considered
like the presence of biclogical growth at the mausoleum’s crepidoma (figures 18,19),
some overgrown trees leaning over the roof that could cause damage to the structure
(figure 20), and the'loss of mortar in the two joints of the central piece of the raking cornice.
on the pediment, which is causing water infiltration on the interior and creating marks on

the, ceiling’s pink marble (figure 21,22).

13'Hall, J. (2008). D:ctionary of Subjects and Symbols in Art (2nd ed.). Routledge.
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Conclusion

The Ermold mausoleum can be considered part of a series of monuments that share
similar architectural features within the landscape of the Woodlawn cemetery. Visible on
the neighboring structures and in the catalog of the firm that redesigned the interior of
Ermold's mausoleum, Robert Caterson, which had various similar Greek temples erected
in Woodlawn Cemetery. Furthermore, the monument offers a glimpse of the story of the
people who are and were buried there. It is also part of the history of the time when it was

built and the cultural, social, and religious factors that converge to create the mausoleum.

Figure 1
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Figure 2. source: Ancestry.com. U.S., Patent-and Trademark Office Patents, 1790-
1909 [database onling]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2008.
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Figure 3. Source: Ancestry.com. U.S., Patent and Trademark Office Patents, 1790-
1909 [database online]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2008.
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Figure 4. Source: Ancestry.com. U.S., Patent and Trademark Office Patents; 1790-
1909 [database online]. Prove, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2008,
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Figure 5. Source: Ancestry.com. U.S., fi'ar'en_t and Trademark Office Patenits, 1790-
1909 [database online]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2008.
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Figure 6. Source: Irma and Paul Milstein Division of United Stat i i
es History, Local Histo
and Gen?alogy, The New York Public Library. "Manhattan: 13th Street (West) - 9th ®
Avenue_ New York_ Public Library Digital Collections. Accessed October 8, 2022.
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47dc-f817-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99

EDWARD ERMOLD,

652-664 Hudson Street, New York.
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Figure 7. Source: “The Wine and Spirit Bulletin.” v. 17. Bulletin Publishing Company
1903. https://books.google.com/books?id=8hRQAAAAYAAJ. |
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Figure 8. Source: “The Canning Trade,” April 15, 1929, Volume 51, Issue 35 edition.
https://archive.org/details/sim_food-production-management 1929-04-
15 51 35/page/6/mode/2up?g=Edward+ermold.
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