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Mausoleum Owner /- Correspondence Records
Mathilde S. Siegrhan is the owner of tecord of Lot No. 14508 and the Siegman mausoleumn.
According:to Fourteenth Census of ‘the United States. 1928 Population, she was born in New York on.

Okctober 18t 1871.! Her hiusband was Edward Siegman, who was an'immigrant from Bayrenth, Germany,

according to his. record of U.S. Passport Applications 1795-1925.2 They had a daughter, Virginia J.

Sieg_man,-'and shie was born in New York. Edward Siegmai was a refired merchant and-died oh‘-A_pril 27t

1919. The letter of July 1919 from the contractor, Presby—C_oykendall' Compan_y_; says that 'pla‘ns‘ and

specifications for the Siegman mausoleum were approved, which implies that Mathilde S. Siegman had

‘purchased Lot No. 14508 for. family mausoleum in Woodlawn Cemetery right after her husband died in

April. After she was widowed, Mathilde S. Siegman lived with her daughter and two French servants,
Berthe L. Bonzon and Mathilde. Bonzon in New York. The records’ of Mausaleum Owner

Cotrespondences imply that Virginia J.- Siegiman married Mr, Esmérian who seems to have run his own

‘business called R. Esmerian, Inc. —Precious Stones — and that she still lived-in New York 'City“a-ﬁ'er.

‘matriage. Mathilde S. Siegman died on Fébruary 20%, 1940 and was buried to the mauseleum along with

her husband. Ohc:ofztheir_servants, Mathiide Bonzon, was also buried to the mausdlevm when she died on
October 264, 1953, Virginia Esmerian: was the. last to be ‘buried in the mausoleum after she died on

January 124, 2003. There are seven catacombs in total:and threé citacombs seem to remain vacarit as of

today. Although Mathilde Siegman is thie original owner of the mausoleum on récord, the surname

Estmerian has been additionally engraved above the front door right betow Siegman.

Based on the record of Mauscleum Owner Correspondernces; it appears that there were some

maintenance issues with their mausoleuin, such as cleaning, insects control,-damagé on the bronze.door or’

_tree removal on the lot, which often had Virgihia Esmerian. miake claims to’ Woodlawn. for repairs.3

1 “Fourteenth Lensus of the United States, 1920 Population,” ED No_ 1060, SheetMo. 12B, ancestrylibrary,
Appeudix:

s, Refer fo Pic, 02 of Sheet Al'ih

2 1) 8. Passport Applications 1795-1925," ancesteylibrarv.com, Referto Fic. 01 of Sheet ;Xlu.in'.x_prendi_g;_,

3 Nausoleum Owner Correspundences,” Avery Archive, Refér to Ple; (7 o Sheet A10 in"}\p_peudix_




Estimates for exterior wall repointinig; new planting/removal of trees, and roof __j_o_'ints Tepointing have been
éxchianged between Woodlawn and ‘the Siegman family for $4,000, which was bequeathed to the
Perpetual Fund of Woodlawn to be applied toward care and maintenance of the lot and mausoleum along
with any surplus. income.* One interesting finding is that a company-named The J.C. Dodds Memorial
Studios, Inc. sent a letter to Woodlawn on December 8% 1937 telling them that a prospective buyer
wished to erect a mausoleum similar to the Siegman mausoleum and asking. about the required
endowment.S It appears that the design of Siegman mausoleum with its Stony Creek granite exterior was

outstanding and successtul.

‘Site Context / Designs./ Materials / Architect

The Siegmian mausoleum is located at Lot No, 14508 in Chestout Hill Plot ngighboring-a nuthber
of other mausoleums and several large trees. Lot No. 14508 is one of several circles around-the sizable lot
of Joseph Paterno. The front fagade of the Siegman mausoleum faces northwest and it is mostly hidden by
a taxus tree when viewed from Chestnut Hill Ave. There are two great trees —a maple and a hemlock —

toward the rear fagade of mauscleurn which provide a nice backdrop and shade to the mausoleum.s

The exterior facades of the Siegman mausoleum are- constructed with Stony Créek granite in two
different types of finishes — polished for the main wall planes and unpolished for the test of the exterior.
Stony Creek: granite, from: Branford, Connecticut, was first guar'ried in 1858 and makes up a. great"dc‘al__of
New York: City’s architectural history. The entire design of the mausoleum is symmetrical. The four
corners of the mausoleum are decorated with fluted pilasters which have a taste of the Transition or

Byzantine capitals and the Composite:base style.;” Also, there are two ormamental umns. sitting at each side

4 “Mansoleum Owner Correspondences.” Avery Archive, Refer to Pic. 03 of Sheet A2, Pic. 01 of Sheet A4, and Pic, 01 of Slieet A8 in Appendix,
S “Mausoledm 'ancrjCoi'rqspnndmccs," Avery Archiive, Refer to Pic. 02 of Shetf A2 in Appendix.
6 Refer fo Dwy. 01 of Sheet A3 and Dive. 01 of Shecl A4 ifr Appendix.

7 Refer to-Shieet A7 in Appendix.




of entry, creating an inviting elément on the mausoleum. The northeast facade of the mausoleum appeats
to be the most deteriorated by biological growth. The door is cast in bronze with a goddess-looking figure

and ornamenta) foliage ini bas relief..

The walls and ceiling of interior are finished with Tennessée marble panéls in a book-miatched

_pattern and the floor is finished in highly polished Stony €reek granite.8 Two catagombs are placed under

-the floor with a part of slab openable and five catacombs.are in the rear side of the mausoleum.? Severe

water stains were discovered around: the upper parts. of interior wall finishes, which led me to look into
wall section. details in terms of how the exterior granite and interior marble claddings were actually
designed and built.1® Based oni the overall building wali sections from the Avery Archive; it typically has
an approxithately 1-inch cavity betwéen cXterior walls and interior claddings vertically, as well as'a good
depth of void between the exterior roof stones.and the intetior ce’iHﬁg’ finish. These gaps are typically used
for the fraditional cladding system to allow for free draining of any trapped miisture, accommodate the

fixings, and take up all structural tolerances, Fixings situated in the civity typically carry the foad of the

cladding to-a load bearing fixing at the floor plate so that the stones above are simply restrained nsing

restraint fixings.!' Without further developed construction details of the mausoleum on record, only some

“assumptions can be made that any water penetrated through failure of roof joints could be sitting. inside

these cavities significantly, including the cavity above the ceiling slab and the. cavity between the walls,

and that it has created severe water-damaged stains along the walls. and ceiling, perimeter. Careful

maintenance is suggested to make sure that there is no severe failure of roof joints or weep vents-on the:

walls:

It is also discovered that the jamb area around the door lock hardware has been chipped and
damaged, which leads me to an assumption that there was some theft. The mausoleum currently does not

have any stained glass windows on the side walls or the front entrance door. They all.appear to be plain

B Referto Pic. 02.0f Sheet A% in Appendix:

B Refurto-Pic. 02 of Sheet Ad and Pivg. 01.6f Shect A in Appendix.

10°Refir to Pic. 03 of Sheet AR in Appendix.

1 "Clnddfng-_Slq’ne‘s.‘-"hmi.;-‘,-’.mm_:pB.;‘.snii‘.::.;:QJJ'JJ.Ly.;L—r.f.mh:11t{uplmd5&'.l'L{5_-"{.'1.l£f]:ct':h’nii':zﬂDsll&l:Ql:id&liug';;Smnﬂs;[hﬂﬂg.pdf, Réfer to.Pic. 01 and 03,

of Sheet AY in Appendix..




single-pané glass and the interior panel of the -entrance door is missing as well. Based on the
correspondence record from Virginia Esmerian iri 1960, it can be assumed that the interior panel of the

entrance door was part of the original design. 12

The architect of the Siegman mausoleum was. Alfred Freeman (29 West 34 Steet, NYC). His
practice was in New York City, where he designed buildings of eight-story mercantile store/loft, twe or
three-story garage/storage, and ten-story brick lofi.1* The entrance bronze door.was designed by James S.
. Novelli as the engraved signature, J.S.J, Novelli, indicates.!¥ James-S. J. Novelli was born in 1885 and
his artistic talent took shape toward the end of the Gilded Age. It flourished by 1920’s .and: came to an
early end by-the Great Depredsion. James Novellt's art was mostly dedicated to keeping alive the memory
of ‘our country’s heroes and fallen soldiers, ‘decorating the squares; the private co’flec’tionsé. and the

cemeteries of New York.15

12 sMansolenm Owier Cdrrespondences, Avéry Archive, Refer to Pic. 02:through-05 of Sheet A10 in Appendix.

3 “Maphattan New Building Database, 1900-1986." Office for Metcopolitan History, bitpiimetrohistory.com/dbpages’NBresrel, lisso
4 Refer-to Pic. 04 of Sheet A3 in.Appcndix-.j

15 .Joséphine Murphy, “Novelli, a forgotien sculptor,” Boston ; Branden Baoks, ¢2003
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PIC. 01 LANDSCAPING ESTIMATE [AVERY
ARCHIVE CORRESPONDENCE]
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Miss Mathilde Bonzon,
Park Lane Hotel, 48th St.,
Rew York City.

g -Eul

Inasmuch as there is a fund to be provided
for the care of the mamsolewm upon lot #14508, Chestaut
Plot, standing in the neme of Mrs. Mathilda Slegman, we
would advise that the roof joints be repointed before
the fund is tumed over to us. This would them put the
building in good condition.

We estimate that the cost of this work will
.uﬂ g ?FE' ﬂglva

Yery truly yours,
THE WOODLAWR CEMETERY

Jobhm C. Plumb, Superintendent

PIC. 01 ROOF JOINT REPOINTING [AVERY ARCHIVE Oo_anmm_uozamzom_

September 9, 1940
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PIC. 02 ROOF JOINTS

PIC. 03 WATER DAMAGE ON INTERIOR FINISH
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PIC. 01 ENLARGED SECTION DIAGRAMS &1 e } [

Fig 2 Details

tpical nestraim fixings
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PIC. 03 TYPICAL STONE CLADDING
FIXING DETAILS
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Lot Owner MRS, MATHTLDA 5, STEGMAN

Lat Ne. t Sec, : Plot
14508 s - Ift " CHRETWIT
Mrs. Virginia Esmerian, 988 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C.
“¢alled today and sald that the bronge wreabh
| at the base of the wall inside mausoleum has
| been damaged. There is a leaf broken off
-andshe-mentioned & stick; does she mean s —
| stem, has been placed akongside of ite
Do you know how this happened, and can it be
— = : S e T

PIC. 03 EXTEROR WINDOW

Write to Mrs, Esmerian at above address

PIC. 01 PHOTO FROM 1920 or*phonsd By, 88257 =
[Babcock-Smith House Museum,
Woodlawn Cemetery, Bronx NY] : : e s —— 1
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PIC. 02 BRONZE WREATH DAMAGE [AVERY ARCHIVE
CORRESPONDENCE]

PIC. 04 DOOR JAMB CONDITION NEAR HARDWARE PIC. 05 BACKSIDE OF DOOR



