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Mausoleum lot number 13782 at Woodlawn Cemetery, found in the Holly plot is an
archetypal funerary edifice designed in the fashionable Egyptian revival style. As was customary,
the commission came from a.younger wife, following the death of her eminently successful and
wealthy husband. GreenWood Cemetery had already started such a trend of “impressive,
sophisticated mausoleums, many in the Gothic; Classical, and Egyptian styles™."! Josephine King
Butler bought the advantageously situated roadside circular plot in 1916 for her beloved husband
John Washington Butler, sixteen years her sentor. Deterioration -of the monument warrants a
further appraisal from the mafiagement company to stem what appears to be: the tide of time and
neglect,-and more specifically water damage: It is. my aim here to docurment the background and

the proposed measures to be put in place.

The Butler family consisted of a four person household: husband, wife and two servants.
John, born of Irish parents, moved to New York at the age of four. His wife. Josephine King, was
half=American, with parents from France and Georgia. Butler, a buiter and egg merchant, set up
John W. Butler Inc., holding oftices at 216 Washington Street next to the Washington Market, the
gateway for produce forover a céntury in what is now the Tribeca neighbourhood. An cbituary in
the Chicago Dairy Produce magazine in 1916, stated he had “specialised in the hotel, restanrant
and steamship business™ and that “he was one. of the. heaviest buyers. of butter and eggs in_the
market” (Fig. 1).? The same article confirms John was active socially and a member of the

Veterans of The Seventh Regiment, The Hotel Men’s Association, The Thousand Islands Yacht

! Andrew Dolkart, "Designirig Woodlawn: Buildings and Landscapes” i Charles'D. Warren et al., Sylvan
Cemetery': Architecturd, Art & Landscape at Woeadlenin (New York: The Trustees of Columbia
University in the City of New York), 53.
* "Death of John W. Butler," Chicago Duiry Produce 41,m0, 16: 568.
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Club, and The New York Athletic Club, No 'military record however could accurately confirm his.
enlistment but.a Seventh Regiment obituary confirmed hewas in the third company. His residence
was listed as 616 West 114" St. in the 19035 census (Fig. 2), but this changed to the Hotel Ansonia
in the 1910 census {Fig. 3), recorded as his place of death in his obituary in The New-York Timeés.
His wife was reported as hosting a lavish dinner for the marriage of her niece at The Plaza and
living at 950 Park Avene in 1934, yielding some clues as to the sufficient wealth of the widow
néarly eighteen vears on (Fig. 4). No knowledge of the continvation of John W. Butler Inc. has

been found post his-passing.

Woodlawn Cemeter-_y was founded in 1863, in the romantic picturesque style found
throughout Anglo-Germanic gardens. While many books point to the development ¢f the Parisian
Pére Lachaise Cemetery asthe springboard for the rural movement in design, it is likely that local
developments in landscape architeécture such-as Olmsted’s Central Park and connections with old
world practices at Stourhead and beyond played a:similarly imiportant role. Serpentinie roads wére'
used to create picture postcard views, and circular _p_Ibt"s were introduced to cater to the rich dnd
famous, while emphasising the varied topography. * As with life, the social elite demanded an
ostentatious death and by 1916, Woadlawn, with its accessible. railroad acceess, had joined

Greenwood as a dist_ﬂigui_she_d place: of burial.

The site itself is positioned in the heart of the Cemetery. Just one block from Park Avenue,
it was opened around 1915 and is close to some of the famed circular plots off Central Avenue,

namely Jay Gould of Lake View, Joseph Paterno of Chestnut Hill, H. McK . Twombly and 'W.

" Charles D. Warren, "Gardén Necropolis: Planning Woodlawn's Landscape” in 13.
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Seward of Qak Hill (Fig. 3). The Weodlawn archive has numerous correspondence confirming the

.architect and builder as:Harrison Granite of 200 Park Avenue, New York. It seems evident that the

entire building is made from Devonian granite shipped from Barre, Vermont. Harrison Granite
was a family businessand had been practising since 1845, incorporating in Michigan in 1895 under
the current name and stewardship of the general manager William Henry Harrison. A memorialist.
their 1918 catalogue demonstrates extensive coverage across the United. States and displays an
early photogiaph of the newly completed Butler mausoleum (Fig. 6), standin g in stark contrast to

the current condition in a corntemporary photograph of the frontal elevation (Fi g. 7).4

Constructed entirely out-of granite, the mausoleum has a polished finish on the interior.
The design of the Mausoleum is somewhat conflicted. The exterior is.in a restrained Egyptian
revival style and, indeed, makes use of the emblematic cavetto moulding on the interior ceiling,
yet there is a Christian altar topped with a stained-glass window: of Jesus Christ. According to
archival information, the foundation appears to be made out of concrete evidericed by the aggregate
hatch -and runs six feet-deep with five footings. The: fagade faces south-east, yielding ample
suilight but theie is a large tree that hangs over the noith-east elevation: The structure is rectilinear
with Egyptian features that include battered walls, a double bronize entrance door with lotus pl'ant
and chevron decoration, and papyrus plant columns. Vases, .similar]_y decorated with papyrus plant
leaf motifs, sit on pedestals protruding from a double curvilinear low front wall that doubles as a

bench. The interior houses four double vertically stacked sarcophagi with entombed husband and

* Andrew Dolkart, "Designing Woodlawn: Buildings and Landscapes” in ibid., 59. )
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wife with two seemingly empty and unmarked. A cavetto moulding with multiple steps _(se'c-detail

in cross-section) juts in from-the ceiling ending at the base of the uppermost roof slab.

Egyptian revivalarchitecture had been born out of a fascination for the terrible and sublime
in the romantic movement-of the eighteenth century and indeed this is coveréd in Richard Carrott’s
study of the Egyptian revival movement.” George Dance’s Newgate prison of 1782 paved the way
for a Piranesian architecture, and while the pyramids and the form of the Mastaba emphasised the
concept of death, it was the Napoleonic exhibitiens and archaeological evidencein 1829 that raised
E_g‘yptology to fever pitch in the western canon. Highgate Cenietery’s Egyptian Avenue of 1839
led to:many copycat steuctures.in the United States including the Egyptian gateway of 1845 in the
Grove Street Cemetery in New'Haven, Connecticut. There was a further revival after the discovery
of Tutankhamen in 1922 but this post-dates the grave. It is more likely that GreenWood Cemetery
played more of a role; the William B. Crosby mausoleum of 1846 shows the quick dissemination

of fashion across Anglo nations but had yet to perfect the 70 degree angle and trapezoidal pylon.®

‘The condition of the mausoleurn is fairly poor. There has been little, if any, maintenance

over the last few decades and evidence on the éxterioi and interior suggests extensive water

Iinfiltration. On the exterior salt deposits-appear evident on the title block and are most likely calcite

due to open Joints that could encourage. rain or water penetration and subscquent slow chemical
excretions. Minor rust coloured stains are likely due to weathering and have discoloured the stote;

nio-evidence of iron in the architectural blueprints:supports this theory (Fig. 8). The fagade interior

3 See Richard G. Carrott, The Egyptian Revival : Its Sources, Moriments, and Meaning, 1808-1838
{Berkeley: University of California Press, 1978).

“'Elizabeth Broman, "Egyptian Revival Funerary Art in Green-Wood Cemetery,” Maurkers X VITI (2001
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pylon-displays minor blistering (Fig: 9). Recently there has been research about such cases in this.
igneous.rock, and while some have speculated it is due to micre-fissures from explosive quarrying,
there is also evidence to support somé granite having this inhetént characteristic.” Biological
growth is evident, especially on the side elevation of the north-east near the overhanging tree (Fig.
10). Various joints throughout have crumbling mortar and this is most likely the channel for
interior water damage (Fig. 11). Upon entry there was a noticeably higher humidity and heat level
which may suggest a blockage or inadequate ventilation. A dried out green puddle in front of the
altar (Fig. 12) needs analysis as-to source while there ar¢ significant.moisture patches around the
upper back:corner joints (Fig. 13) most likely due.to water penetration with further indication of

mortar loss.

Proposals for the-maintenance and restoration of the structure are multi-fold. The site on
the whole is slightly sloping downwards and the use of a highly water resistant rock should-act as
a barrier to capillary action suggesting that the source of the water-related damage is from-above.
The neighbouring tree should be ‘eXamined for shading and rain runoff. From a construction
perspective, potential leaks need to be verified as mortar appears loose or nori-existent in the
ceiling and noofjoints. Itis particularly noticeable that the edge of the triang].ll'ar pedimented block
sits very close to a joint for the lower roof block that houses the cavetto moulded ceiling (Fig. 14).
Granite blistering-also suggests potential water pengtration so all joints niear this area also need to
be examined. Ventilation needs to be-checked and cleared. Biological growth requires attention.

with examination of the deposits found on the exterior to confirm source.

?_:Karen Stone, "Sheet Scaling: Intrinsic and Extrinsic Factors in Mohegan Granite,” (Columbia
University, 2014). _
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Fig. 5 Map of The Woodlawn Cemetery, courtesy of the-C'emetery.

Site is found on the sputh-eastern border of the Holly plot.
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Fig. 7 Front elevation of John W. Butler mausoleum in its contemporary setting,
Woodlawn Cemetery. Septembier 2018
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Fig. 9 Interior of front fagade right pylon.
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— Fig. 11 Crumbling mortar joints
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- Fig. 12 Biological growth and salt potential in dried-up puddle.
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Fig. 14 Visibly hollowed-out join near the pedimient
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