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I was given a cardboard that was laser cut in 
the fabrication lab, but it demanded more work; 
thus, I painfully re-cut the open wound with my 
handy X-Acto knife. One presumes flawlessness 
from machines in completing a task, but this 
moment proves otherwise. As I penetrated the 
dell knife into the soulless body, my classmates 
witnessed the killing act. “Want to come to 
Liverpool with us for a night after the Fab Fest? 
” Mimu said from behind Heradi and Carmela. 
Maybe she was afraid of my reactions to her 
last-minute planning, but my eyes were still 
directed toward the cardboard. “Sure”
There were not many things on the list of 
adventures I wanted to experience, such as 
feeding a lion, Sky diving, and last-minute 
planning, but that day of completing the 9-meter 
wide by 9-meter high pavilion proved that not 
everything could be planned. The speaker 
announced the winner of the competition of 
the Fab Fest event, but I did not recall the 
legibility of the pronunciation. I asked Heradi 
for confirmation, and it was US! First prize! To 
beat among the top universities. Unsure If my 
professor paid his way for us to win, but the 
journey to win was our end goal.

Mimu is an ardent fan of the Beatles, which was 
the reason for the trip to Liverpool. Her love 
for the band outweighed our perspective on 
the journey, but nevertheless, we traveled 
to the city. As we arrived at our hostel, I saw 
beautiful three-story high old brick masonry 
buildings. Where the materials have faced 
many years of fighting against nature, but they 
still stand. The window trims still attach to the 

skin, and the eyes of the windows still see. The 
well-maintained homes prove that locals are 
in love with their homes as much as Mimu love 
with the Beatles.
At the end of the night, exhausted from 
walking and learning all there is about the 
Beatles, Heradi and I chatted and decided to 
stay longer than the group’s itinerary. We felt 
unfulfilled from our day trip and wanted to 
learn more about the magical city that glows 
at night, which led us to embark on an exciting 
adventure. During our stay in Liverpool, we 
received a list of recommendations from a 
local who had helped us at a shoe store in 
downtown Liverpool. On the night of our 
bar crawl, we were pleasantly surprised by 
many detours. We encountered an Elvis 
impersonator who walked into a pub as we 
drank, walked, and talked on the street. In 
addition, we met a woman who rapped Kanye 
West’s song “you can’t tell me nothing”. 

This experience from the list of items that 
I received was, in fact, what exposed me to 
the community. To see old English row bricks 
arrayed across the pub aged so well. The 
stains on the door header relieve years of 
exposure to the elements, and the smell of 
drinkers made me wonder what it means to be 
a visitor, a guest, and a local. 
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The LisT

Mimu managed to persuade the whole class 
to take a trip to Liverpool to experience the 
Beatles phenomenon. I was amazed at how 
convincing she was, but I later realized that 
her passion for the band was an essential part 
of her life. I think the reason behind it was 
one of the band members’ relationship with a 
Japanese woman. Nonetheless, it was a good 
excuse to travel north. During the Beatles tour, 
I got to know Liverpool as a visitor and learned 
about the songs’ origins at a specific time and 
location. However, I don’t remember much 
about the in-between travels. This experience 
taught me how to piece together fragments of 
memories to represent a location and time.
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