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WARREN MAUSOLEUM
Woodlawn Cemetery, Bronx, New York

"Léewis Baker Warren died prematurely at the young-age of 23;on November 5, 1912. This must have been-a distr’eséi"ng-and‘

Jlopely time for his parents, Charles Howard Warren and Lillian Baker Warren, especially since he was:their only son. Lewis was botn

into.an affluent and well-connected family in Netw York City, * Fronia seemingly pérfe;’t_‘upbr-inging, it must have been shockiig for his
parents 1o have tragedy strike right after his freshman year it Yale University. Forced to leave duc to illness, he:never returhs to his
gophomoté year,* Shortly after, Mr, Warren commissions the design of the Wiirren Madusoleum. in April 19134

Lewis Baker Warren's. father, -Ch’arje_s I—Ioward Warren, was.born in Carlton, New York*and made his name a5 the protégé of
James J. Hill, helping to manage the Great Nozthern Railway. After moving to New Yotk Ciity, he held the prestigious position of
treasurer at the billion-dollar Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York from 1906t 1925.3% Mutual Life wis the fiist and larg'e'sf
insurance company in New Yotk, and latet the entire country. The company only hid losses during the Great Depression, and even
thrived througliout the war years. Through his position, Mr. _War_re_n was.expased to other.prominen't socialite families of America. He
was an active member of numerous-organizations, including the New York Chamber of éom'merce, ‘Union League, Metropelitan Club,
Bankers Club, Economic Club and Qakland Golf Club.

Not much'is. kiown of Lillian Baker Warren, except that she was born in' Chis and outlived both her son and husband. Asa
family, théy wereextreinely.conservative:and upheld the Protestant Christian values of many other elité Americdn familiés at the time.
tIpo_n his death, Mr. Warren left a $1.4.million (valued today.at 6ver $23.8 million) endowment to Yal__é Univers_ity tn memary of his
son, but only for “scliolarships of boys of t.he:Ang.Ip\-'S'axon- race,” specifying they must be Christidn and Amierican-born.? ¥ This was-an
infgres_ﬁng__directive in the year 193-5',- especially with Hitler's appointment:as Chancellor of Germany on January 20, 1933.°

It seemsthit no direct relatives were left after Mrs, Warren’s passing, and this is evident in the melancholy and permanent

architen;’furc-env_isioned"by"Mr; ‘Warren and the C.E. Tayntor Granite Company.* What is stri_ki_ng whien you first walk up to the site is

1 Aninouncemient inSociety page Vogue: 40,13 (Dec, 1912). Pgs. 146, 148. *Died at home at 1 West 72ud Street, New. Tork.”

2 For Anglo-Saxons. Timic, Dec 30 1925, Vol. 26, Issue 27, )

3 Examination Sheeh. Oider No. 489, Warren Mauseleim, Folder 1. Woedlawn Aichive, Avecy Afchitectural and Fine Arts Library, Columbiz University in the City 6f New
York. ) )

4 Charlés H. Warren Dics; Cince Insurance Official; Former Mulual Life Treasurer, Great Warthern Manager: New York Hefafd Tribiing(1926-1g62), Nov 30, 1035, New. Yotk
‘Fribune/Herald Tribune; pg. 32: _ o )

5 Founded Pgbn’m?y 1, 1843, The oldest continueus writer of insurance policies in America,

& Clough, Shepard B., A-Cehtury nf-Américar Life Insiirance: A Histary of the Mutual Life Frusurance Conpany of New York, 1843-1943, Westport, Conneéticut, Greenwood.
Press, 19700 _ ) o ) o o

7' Warren left $1,682,393 Estate: Yale'to Get s 1,q00,60 Fand as Memarial to His Son al Death of Widew. New York Times (1523-Chirrent filc), Feb 3_,_193y._The_Ncw Yoik
Times. with-Index, Pg. 14. ) ' ' ’ o

4.Given As Memorial to Anglo-Saxon Race. The Sen (18357-1989), December 17, 1935, The Ealiimore Sun, pg. 17.

9 Uniled States Holocaust Memerial Musenm. Hitler Contes to waer,-hi;p:ffw“r\\nushmm,org;'outreach!_en!arRicIe,php?ModuJE_Id=.1_of0076?1?

10°Eslates Appraised. New Vork Timeés (1933-Currenl file}, Feb 4. 1937, The New York Timeswith Index; Pg. 42. “Gross assels, $1,769,5331 ¢l $1,662,293. Ta Lilltin Baker
Warren, widaw, jéwelry, personal effeéls, $155,455 and life edrate in residue; Ruth Stiles johnson, niece, 25,000; Elizabeth S. Merchant, Nancy T. Ragland, nieces, and Harold
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its prominence on‘a corner lat, demonsirating the Warren family’s-affluence and high place in saciéty, but also howit is set it a field of

_rhp_c_lod_endrun_.ﬂ_anking_ the mansoleam and pinetréesto the back creatinga darlk, verdant background. It i_é-n':_lear-thit_ the Clyde Fitch

miusoleum to the riorth existed previously, and the Warren Mausoleum was built taller ini scale and grander within the-existing
‘context.”

‘Placed at the bottom of a.gentle slope at the corner o'fWh_itewmd and Linden Averiues, you approach down Whitewood
Avenue to the corner. It is clear that the temple-front facade is the main emphasis and was dés’igneﬁ to-bi situated as an object wit}iin
this highly intentional setting of natural elements to separate it fram cother present structures.” (Figure 1) The mausoleum is meant to
endure-in-isolation, asif nothing else existed nearby.

“"The design by C.’E: Tayntor Granité Company was cleatly appropriated from a-Greek temple fagade. Though the proportions

-are not perfectly classical, this allowed for practical addptations. For example, the sarcophagus dimensions needed to fit in the interior

cella, al}_d-can_-.exp'iain w]iy the front tetrast_y]c columtis are nét evenly spaced, as it wonld be in a perfectly classical fagade. A cigssic

Ionic temple front and protruding pediment dominates the west fagade, with the entrance symmetrically placed in'the center.”” {Figure

'i_]}:The pros‘tﬂe'te_t_rastj,fl_u_: plan was also typically depicted with Ienic cofumns.** (Figare 3} The choice of-'I_(_)_ni_c columns-also points to

the iraditionial affinities of the Wagren famiily, as Summerson points-out was. «..used for matronly saints ~ neither too tough nor'too
slender and also for men of learning:™s The virtues of the slender and-delicate Tonic-order pla}'"t_hm'ughout the’-'claSSi;al'..faqad_é and
provide aharmonious tempie frdnt.

One enters the main ingress, by ascending two steps to:a miain platform (stylobate} on the third level that providesa pl_in_th-

around the entire mausoléum. This makes it sppear:as an object on a pedestal, another similarity to Greek and Roman temples, The

Mlizting on the fonic columns gives a textured appearance, to fizrther contiast the réceding, smooth granite fagade beyond. The porfico is

relatively narrow. You are not nzéant-tc-.'lin'g'_er there; it provides'a dynamic entrance into the main inner cella space where the'three
sarcophagi lie. The sarcophagus of Lewis Baker Warren'in the center is flanked by his twoparents to either side; d'emonstrati.ng that he
was the epicenter of their lives and-his hierarchy on the sriain central axis of symmetry is ntentional.

.The entrance creates a dramatic use of shadow and prdvides-depth to the front pottico, pulling you into the interior space.

The main door is-composed of United States standard bronze-and highly articulated:with beautiful geometric pdtterns, creating a

V, §otry, noLrélaled, s2,000 each; Lewis Baker Warrén Memarial Fufid at Yale University, Mew Haven; Conn., remainder in residus; one other bequest, Chiefassets, stocks
and bands, $1,718,792. White & Cise, attornéys, 14 Wall 567 ' -
11 Dimensions and Grades Map. Warren Mausoleurs; Poldet 1. Woodlawn Arclive, Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library, Colwmbia University.in the City of New Youll
April 15, 1930, . L . . . . .
12 Map of Lot Ne. 13218, Sectioh y21, Plot Wintergreen, Planting Plan, Wrren Mausoleum, Boldet 1, Woodlaws Archive, Avery Architettuzal and Fine Arts Library,
Columbia University in.the City of New Yok Feb 5, 1914, .
13'Similar to the Temple o the Hissos {Temple of Artemis}-in Athens, possibly deisnged by Kalikrates In Aricient. Gréece, from 442430 B.C.E. Fletcher, Bavister. A Fistory of
Architecture on the Comparative Method, Sixth edition; resyritten apd enlirged. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1921, Page g7d: )
14 Temple “B*, Selines. Source: Fletcher, Battister. A Histery of drchitectire oin the.Comparative Method. Sisth edition; rewritten and ealarged. New York: Charles Scrbner’s:
Sons, 1921, Page 76. ) o ) )
x5 Sunimerson, Jéhm. The Classical Language of Avéhitectire, Cambridge: The MIT Press, 2963. Page 13,
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further-contrast:.ta the smooth white Barre granite of the -fan;ade-cbr'r_:go'sit'ionf. The entrance doesn’t even have a proper handle to ensure
informal ingress and egress; perhapé.a deliberate thoice by Charles Watren to avoid access by various guests into this sanctified space.
All the. main:eléménts, commenging from the branze doors, ar_e-rhirro_r_ed from this central, symmetrical axis; including the
sarcophagusof Lewis Baker Warren and the (_)p_a'lescent' si‘.ained_ glass window above.

-Asthe only sonrce of light in the mausoleum; the stained glass window.depicts a verse from fohn 14:1and a pictorial scenie of
what I believe to be.St, John the Evangelist wiiting the-Baok of Revélations from a window overlooking an ocean scene with the sunrise :

to the background.'* " (_Eig__ure 4) This s symbolic of the édrly p_as‘s_ing'of'Lewis.Baker. Warren, and paraliéls the early death of Jesus

- Chiist as explained here, ¥ ,.howsoever they might see him treated, they should believe in him more firmly, as his sufferings, death, and

_resurrection should be to thein the most positive proof of his'being the Messiah, the Savior of the world.”* Though no other overtly-

re‘ligi_t;us sytnb_ols are present iri the mausoleum (or in ﬂ_'u: historical.research of the Warreén family’s involvement in.specific churches
or religions organi;'aations_], it'is clear froim theirwishes in the descr’ip_tio_n «of the Lewis Baker Warren Fund to:Yale University that the
scholavship recipients ;;me of “Christian faith.™

Aside from these decorative .elements, the mausoletwin was desi_gne'd to be aiistere, yét of the best quality Barre Vermont
granite a\'ailablg.'{liigux_'e 5]'The_ construction of the building:is a-study in granite, It is the only.material used in the construction, aside

frof: the bronze doofs, stdinied glass, and nietal framing elements, I’ the manufacturing specifications, the C. E. Tayntor Granite

.Comipany specifies that.the “,..construction of the entire-work is to be of thie best and mostsubstantial kind in every respect.” * Even

through'it's conservative in design, the farily’s desire to. réprese_nt'th_em:';c'lvés with the Hest material "availa’b'le is impeccablb.“"

The interior plan can be det_er_m"ined' from f_he fagade. You can tell as you-approach that it willbe a rectangular interior spate;

~with a main axis-to the corner of the Liriden anid Whitewood Avenies. It js-unclear fram-the exterior gable roofline what the interior

“will be and later as you enter, YO_u-ﬁr_lc_l'o_ut that if is a flat interior roofmade ofa single piece of granite.” (Figure 6) The cénsteuction

demonstrates the permanenice desired by Chatles Howard Warten, e_'specia_‘liy singe o 'i_mmec'liate_ refatives lived on past Lillian Baker
Warrett.
“The choice'of C. B, Taynfcir Granite. Company*? wasa popular-one in 1813; in Woodlawn Cemetery alone they arc.

responsible for the construction of 16 1.ather mausolenms. They were experts in monuments and mausoleums, even taking out

16 John 1422 ""Dé. hot let your heart be troubled. You believe In God; belicve alsa'in me.”

17 Encyclopedia Britannica: Saint joln-the Apostle, Ofien depictéd writing the Gospel of John in'The New Testatnent in artwork.

18 Draper, Richard D. Teaching the Book of Revelation: Five Considerations. Religious Bducator 14, no. 1 (2013):83-207.

19-$1,000,000 for Yalein Warren Will: New York Times {2923-Citrrent file), Dec. 17, 1935; The New Yerk Timeswith Index. Pg. 27. o
10 Specifications for the Manufacture and Completion of Mauseleurit t bé Ereitéd iyf Woodlaws Cemetery by C, E. Tayator Granite Company for Charles H. Warren; New York
City. Woodlawn Archive, Avery Architectural and Fibe Arts Library, Calurabia University.in the City of New York, '

i1 Fi_n;_;l bill was $53,937: estimated to have cost 81,256,261.47 today.

22 This.design was patented by C. E. Tayntor of May 13; 1907 This'vas significant because it was waterproof by desigui.and riiean to be in.striictures that woold not
frequently need rna_im_én'ance,’http:’f_.fpatgm_ima\ge's.s‘lc_urzige.go'nglea__pis,cnmfpa_ges}’USSs 36570008 o ]

23 They filed 25 a public coinpany in 1906 with the US Stock Exchange-and had bffices in a prominent location of 25 West 141k Street; New York Incorporatidn — Stock
Quote 6. New Yark Times {1857-2922), Febg, 1906, The New York Titnes withIndex, Pg. 12. '
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-advertisements branding themselves as suppliers to the best architects in the country and had projectsin almost every state in

America (Figure:7) Charles E. Tajntor himself was 4 notable ﬁg‘ure'and “wealthy geanite-dealer”, who made news after being robbed
in a theatrical fashioh_,_a_thi_s home at 4320 Fifteenth Ave_nu_e‘-,__Brookljm. As experts in their field, it is ceftairi that Charles Warrén knew
he was getting the foremost granite magseletin: orie could cofimission.””

‘The Watren Mausoleumn portrays a prominént New Yorl City family that lost their only son before he reached his prime and
had to-mourn that ill-fated loss. Through the Lewis Baker Warren fund, his memory lives on; but it'is doubtful that anyone has visited
the interior of the mausoleum in decades since the passing _uf Lillian Baker Wirren in"1_95 1, besides an immediate niece or nepheyw.

Dueto -the-'su'p_erb_ constraction and high-quality materials, the n_‘lau_scileum_ has stood the test of time, There is wéathe’ring_.
where wafer-ha‘_s-col]ected on the granite surface underneath windows as well asa substantial separition in the-center of the roo__f
pediment that-ngeﬁs.:atteniim;. The interior needs b_a__si'r_.' maintenance work and the overall rhododendron plantings rieed to bé trimmed’
back _to_'p_mvidé a more curated backdrop for the mauscleum fagade. An endownient for maintenance diﬂ'.e:‘r_ist_ upen the passing.of
Charles Howard Warren, and the endowrnent plaque at the front of the mausoleum shows that it should still be funded presently. It
would .be._stunni_ng_ to see the mausoleum fully restored to- the original intérition of the timeless Greek témple prostyle tétrastyle Tonic
fagadeinz organized landscape. of foliage that Charles Howard Warren originally commissioned at the untimely death-of his only

SD_Il.XG

24 Year Boak af The Aréhitectiral League of New York {1909),

‘2. New York: Tribuerie (1900 J1510) Nevay, 1908, Pg. 2.

26 Bankers Trust Contpany letter of recetpr. December ag, 1 939 Warren Mausalewrn, Polder 1. Woodlmwn Archive, Avery Archlleclurai aned Fine Arls Librar}' Columbia
Uhiversity in the City of New York.
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FIGURE 1
Map of Lot No. 13218, Section 121, Plot Wintergreen. Planting Plan. Warren Mausoleum, Folder 1.
Woodlawn Archive, Avery Architectural and Fine Arts Library, Columbia University in the City of New York. Feb 5, 1914.
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FIGURE 2
Similar to the Temple on the Ilissos (Temple of Arternis) in Athens, possibly deisnged by Kalikrates in Ancient Greece, from 449-430 B.C.E.
Fletcher, Banister. A History of Architecture on the Comparative Method. Sixth edition, rewritten and enlarged. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1921. Page 97d.
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FIGURE 3
Temple “B", Selinus. Source: Fletcher, Banister. A History of Architecture on the Comparative Method. Sixth edition, rewritten and enlarged.
New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1921. Page 76.

FIGURE 4
(Left to Right): St. John the Evangelist by Zampieri (1621~29), National Gallery, London; Statuc of John the Evangelist outside St. John's Seminary, Boston;
Stained Glass Window in Warren Mausoleum. John 14:1 ““Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.”
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- ' FIGURE 5
‘Hills, G- W. *The Excursion to the Quarries” (at Barre; Yermont) I\'I:onu_men_ta.l' News, Yol. 7, No. 10, October 1895, pp. 621-622.
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-~ ~ FIGURE 6
“This design was patented by C. B, Tayntor of May 14, 1907. http_:;’{pa_lenlimagcs._stomgc'.'g:_)ngli_’.:lp!s.comfgagesﬂiSSSSﬁS?_'-U;pn_g
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. . FIGURE 7 .
Year Book of The Architectural League of New York (1909}:
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