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Instructor: Lindy Roy

Location: Pier 43, New York

Out of Time

Fall 2023

This project uses the burning process of a candle as a way to observe and materialize the passage of time, 
exploring how fleeting things do not simply disappear, but transform into new states, traces, and memories. 
Through heating, melting, dripping, and solidifying, the candle wax shifts between solid, liquid, and semi-
solid forms, while the embedded wire structure gradually emerges from within the wax, revealing a 
hidden framework that remains even as the surrounding material is consumed by flame. Connected to the 
historical and emotional context of Christopher Street Pier, this burning experiment becomes a metaphor 
for the gradual dissolution of social bias, constraint, and invisible burdens: what once clung to the body and 
identity eventually melts away into shadows of the past, while what truly belongs to us continues to exist 
beyond the limits of time.

A Material Meditation on Burning, Memory, and Queer Traces

Individual Work
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Instructor: Maria Alejandra Linares Trelles

Spring 2024 Damage Control

Individual work



Instructor: Gary Bates

Group member: Haoming Zhu, Hanwen Miao

“Each teacher can be a learner, each learner can be a teacher”

Location: Harlem, New York

Living as Learning: The School Without Walls

Fall 2024

Contribution: Concept 50%, Research 70%, Digrammatic Drawing 60%, Modeling 80%, Rendering 50%

"The School Without Walls" revolutionizes urban living at the corner of Convent Avenue and West 
128th Street, transforming traditional housing into a vibrant hub of intergenerational learning and 
interaction. With the mantra "Each teacher can be a learner, each learner can be a teacher," this 
innovative project designs spaces that foster dynamic educational exchanges across all ages. 
 
The architecture ingeniously integrates 57 unit types from six fundamental space concepts, emphasizing 
adaptability and inclusivity in spaces under 250 sq. ft. Public areas like kitchens, gyms, gardens, and more 
double as communal classrooms, encouraging residents to share skills and knowledge. Modular in design, 
this project not only maximizes spatial efficiency but also nurtures a culture of continual learning and 
human connection, redefining the essence of community living.



Unit Type





Instructor: Mimi Hoang

Group member: Haoming Zhu, Hanwen Miao

A Regenerative Ecological Hub for Liberty State Park

Location: Liberty State Park

The Living Shed

Spring 2025

This proposal reimagines the Train Shed at Liberty State Park as a living, open-access botanical center—a 
hybrid between a community garden and a specialized ecological research ground—rooted in both public 
participation and scientific restoration. Integrating a visitor center, science pavilion, exhibition greenhouse, 
laboratory seed factory, and civic workshop spaces, the project creates a dynamic hub for plant research, 
soil regeneration, biodiversity education, and everyday public engagement.

At its heart lies a simple belief:
 “A tiny seed can make a mighty deed—when roots run deep, the soil is freed.”
 The Train Shed becomes more than a shelter—it transforms into a seedbed for ecological renewal.









Instructor: Steven Holl, Garrick Ambrose

Group member: Haoming Zhu, Hanwen Miao

Location: Hudson, NY

To Curve

Spring 2026 - Curving surfaces define space and shape entrances, circulation, and light.
- Two volumetric load bearing brick cubes shift on the site to create two gardens. One private garden 
and one public garden.
- One volume is for fine grain program-studios, residences and offices. The other volume is for the public 
programs.
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