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James Norman Hill was the eldést son of James Jerome Hill, founder of the Great Northern
Railroad. Born February 13, 1870 in Minnesota, Hill was raised to follow his father in the railroad.
industry. After graduating from Yale in 1893;. Hill went to work for the Great Northern Railroad and
within twelve years became the company's president. He continued his involvement in-the railroad
industry untit his death in 1932, in addition to joinin_g'-th‘e banking and finance industries, among others.
At the time of his death, Mr. Hill was a director of the Texas Corporatian, the Texas-C_orhpahy,-Chase
National Bank, the Colorado and Southern Railway Compariy, and Northern Securities Company. He was.
also president and director of the United Securities Corparation of St. Paul and a'trustee of the Great
Northern lron Ore Properties. Mr. Hill was.also known as a "clubmian®, belonging to at least fifteen
social and. professional clubs and societies. Abachelor until the age of forty twe, Hill eventually married
Marguerite Sawyer in 1912.

Mrs. Hill had been married once before, and she probably had the most-eventful social life.of
anyone buried in the Columbine plot-at the Woodlawn Cemetery. Her marriage to the military doctor
Clarence Fahnestock ended in divorce several years before she wed James Hill, to whom she was
married for almost twenty years, One year after:Mr. Hill died, Marguerite Sawyer Hill married Herbert
Neal, who moved into the Manhattan and Long Island residences Mrs. Neal shared with her late
husband. Mr. Neal was sued one year into their marriage by his ex-wife of four years for over $40,000."
Mrs. Hill's next wedding took place in secret in 1946. Her fourth husband was Charles Blevins Davis, a
much youngermar from Missouri who was a friend of the Truman family; the first lady even attended
the wedding." Davis,-a former schoolteacher-turned-Broadway producer suffered from financial

troubles and when Mrs. Hill died two years after they were married, he inherited nine million dollars of




railroad money.™ Despite Mrs. Blevin's wishes, C. Blevins Davis was not buried with her in her second
husband's plotr;-"'

There'is athird person buried in the Columbine plot along with Mr. and Mrs. James Hill. James
Giltison lil ' was only eighteen _years;old when he died in 1928. It is unclear how this young man was.
connected to the Hills, but the blueprints for the mausoleum were not drawn until a year after his death
- threg years-before Mr. Hill himself died. Two women with the last name Gillison were connected to
the Hili family. and may have been his link: James Hill's youngest brother Walter, married a woman
named Pauline Gillison, who accompanied him to America oh the Aguitania in 1921. Pauline, who was
39 at the tie, brought a fifteen-year-old girl with her named Marguerite Gillison." In September of
1932, Mrs. Hill announced the engagement of her niece Marguerite Gillison'toa Lewis Howserin the
New York Times and the'same niece is mentioned in James Hill's obituary.” |- would guess that James.
Gillison Il inay have been Pauline Gillison's son by a previous marriage, but it would only be a guess, and
there was no record of him bieing on the Aquitani with her.

Regardless of who James Gillison Il was, the blueprints for the mausoleum were drawn up a
year after his untimely death.. The Hills commissioned the-architectural firm of James Gamble Rogers,
Inc. to design their mausoleum. James Gamble Rogers was a Twentieth Century architect who was
famous for his work on prestigious educational and medical institution throughout the United States."
Although an associate architect named Charles Kent, and.not Rogers himself, designed the Hill
mausoleum , the Hill family could still display its prestige and wealth by hiring Rogers' firm. And
although Kent was not as famous as his mentor, he was-a known architect who woul_d_"iat_er. work with
Rogers in designing the Butler Library on Columbia University's Morningside campus.” James Gamble
Rogers Inc. secured the granite for the mausoleum from Adler's Monument and Granite Works:and

monel metal doors and a window from Samuel Yellin's metal company. Yellin was a fanmous blacksmith



of the Twentieth Century and by attaching doors with Yellin's signature to his final resting place, Hill was
-again displaying his wealth.

In addition to incorporating the best architects and craftsmen, the Hill mausoleumn design was
very stylish forits time. Art'deco was a popular architectural movement in‘the United states in the
1920's and 30's and the mausoleum includes many art deco eleiments.” There are'subtle Egyptian
themes throughout the monument including its battered walls, copper fire pots with Egyptian heads and
clawed feet guarding the entrance, and gold-leaf etching on what was referred to as Egyptian granite by
the architect. The mausgleum is constructed of enormous blocks of granite that are joined to form a
severe, hoxy, yet monumental structure, The massive character of the mausoleum is'set against the
significant void created around the entryway-and the only decoration among the overwhelming
austerity is found in the masonry lines that join the granite blocks and the extraordinary Monel doors
‘Samuel Y&llin provided. In fact, the sober look created by the stane allows the detail in the doors to
stand out'all the more.. Despite the severity of Hill's mausoleum, it actually is inviting. The entryway
contains the largest of the granite blocks in a sort of post-and-lintel design, marking the entrance asthe
largest and most significant feature on the front facade. In addition, a porch with two seating-areas was.
installed with a walkway that leads all the way from the street te the porch. The Hill mausoleum is riost
interesting in the way its design encourages living interaction with the dead, and yet gives life its own
unigue space outside. The two spaces are.delineated by fire, clearly marking the boundary between the

private space for contemplation and the outer space for adimiring the natural and built-envifonments.
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