Corey Manchenton
1l 2013 11P Swdio It Documichiation and Analysis of 1 istoric Buildmgs:
Problem 34: Ficld Documientation and Formal Analysis

Oicober 14, 2013

On Tot #14767 of Wistaria Plot i Woodlawn (jemcttr’y stands 2 monumeital, well-groomad.
rhaasoleuny, originally bulll Tor Yredenck Gerken after his sudden death on November 23, 1910

‘in his residénce . his GO year (See g n.t

Trederick Gerken, horn in August 1857, died a wealthy maii; “the beloved k wushand of Chadotté
1. Gierken and beloved father of Prederick Gesken:Jr., :1\-[ rs. lllotence Gerken Pschirky and Mrs.
Treéne Gerkén ]‘lgan,-’--"’:: Frederick immigreated to New York from Germany in 1871 and. martied
“his wite, Charlotic, in 1876.% Within a fow years of their marriage, Frederick and his wilc had
two-children whe dicd ar a young age, 2 years atd 6 months; respectivels. Almost 10 yedrs later
they successfully. had three more children, whe sirvived to live long hves. Taasly in hfe, he
worked. as 2 clerk, a restassant keeper, and a wine inerchant.t By 1910, he was ¥ving og. his owsi
inconie ffom his suceess i real estate development.® [lis first investment was the Gerken
]Sililditl_g, Tocated at 90 West Droadway and built in 1896 and was chi'gncd by the fum of

Iarding & Goocli. 1n this building, he “already leased the fiest floor of the. hmimni_, lor a dong

VeCGerken, Fredendk, snddendy, i N, 23, 4n bis: 64"‘ viear, at bis. 1(\1(|Lm.t, 276 Rwusldt_ Drove™ (Da.-n!hs,
TOTL 1923,

T Beloved hashanid of Chadorie 1; Cierken and beloved Tather of Brededek Gotken ]r Aes. Woence Gurken
{sciurk& and Mes_ Trene Gerken Togine Funeral services Widnesday, Newr, 26, a1 2 ;} il Al Angels? Chuareh,
Wost I.n_d Avé.and 19 St Interenent W “onavwn” {Ieaths, 1911- 1932},

FInghe THE LA, bederal Census, wmiu that I‘rulu‘lck Gidthen, way Teseteabout Sogust. IB‘%. in Gurrmany,
fit t.,d in I\T,mlmtl it immigraied i in 1871, macried Tharote Gerken'fn 1876, was occupicd-as a testiuranr kueper,
nmrt;n;;c d-his Tome,-and had five servants also liviog with thic family, {1900),

I The peopeny of the Tdnity Corporation, and has been leased by ic i-Yirederiék Gerken, wing meséhing, who
will at once erect thereon o modeen Aresprond office bailding” fRenl Vstie Record),

3 i the 191008 Tederat Census, nstares-that, Bredediék Gerken had fone ditTerent tvedn sereants, own-his
Tinme Freely, anid oteipation wiy lsted as owdi income, {1910}




rerm of yéats to the New York National Exchange Back.”® Ie.also “bought the site acmoss the
street, at 1 [udson .and buill another building,” which houséd the Tremg Bank. irederick
Gerken was also “chicfly responsibie Tor the ﬁuw_:]qpmcm of the wwn of 13dal, New Jersey and

buith 2 casino there™ As a dch mizn, Frederick’s personal life was a poing of discussion in the

public ¢ Tredeniék was part of the syondcate il soarted the Umpite Suate Trotting
Association, and was a member of the Road Dovers” Association, ‘The Gorkéns spent their

wintets in Bermuda, where their youngest danghter Trene was befdended by Samuel Cleowens,

and spent theis summiers between Deal, New Jersey and Manhattan.

B[ rederick Gerken’s Tamily also shared Irederick’s limelight. Mrs. Chatlotte Gerken was nvolved

with cotillion, where she acted as a.patroness.’! She made sare thas her daughters were raised

S hi plot there, 76 Feet on C lmmbc rs streck by 51 feet-on Collige plwd, 3% the propeety ol the Trinity-
Corpuoration, and has been fensed byt L Frederiek Gerken, wine merchant, who. will 3t onee érect thereon 2
mndern Gre-proololfice building, dlevin stordes high, to cos “hout $165.000, I Lgdting & Gooeh dre the
architteetd, and dhe plias will be Anishéd and teady forestimiabes i about i week, M. Gegkien Tas already
Yeaged the Gist Moor of the building fur along ferm of years bo the New Yaek Nationdl Hxchange Bank, whlch
is now i emporary Yuarkers pe n(].m!r the destruction of the old Bidlding amd the crection of the new-one.”
fReal slae Recorsd).

Faerkest also Dougcht thi site actoss the street af | Tudson and huils agotber building (ot paicencs e Gerken
0 Virious vays, ‘ﬂtht)ugh thenrchiteots were differenr, 1§ ludson heused the Trotry Banle Tlie Toving Bank:
and New York Mercansile Bank evennm] by merged, kepr the: 'frxmw s, add maoved {mo the W :m]wuﬁh
'l’:u!idmﬂ b oy thae 13 w«.htp retail sprice thu:r o thie Zod flooe™ (Hllwenhl,

f “HrededtkGerken was a German-boort imovigrant whe had cone fo New York i 1871, Gerken wagndtable
“Feir his reenackable Dusineds acnmin, especially in' real estate developoent. The svas chietly vespongible Yor the
developmesy ol the wown of D 1! New fersey and built @ casino therd”™ (Schividig,

4 Tiegierick Gerden was "one ol the maost noted horge breederdin the country: and v, Gerken, has heen
nuted Tor yearsas a ribbou winnes atthe varons hoose shiws, alsnips -Llri\-'ing hier-raven {eams and dding her
ot maovinds, . M, [Teine Gerkedd Tachicky was 2 dadhiing hoesewoman.™ (Spéciat # the New Yerk ] Tries,
Wife Bues).

19 30 1907, af this agé of seveity-tw, loncly and widowed, Sanuel Cleomens hogan e 'l'l]_ccl_jn;_r;" SULLgAle
y_::nnddetu;_‘l\t{’r'i UL s;irlw hetween theages of ten and sixteon. Clemoens mainfaned correspomdences, with
thes gids - mest woee rom promineint and weallhy families who tfdeled in e s wal oirchewith

Fhey and their paceoss offen visited himin his hormes in New Y k. “mmuvl Clemens metaogelfish
_]rcuc Gerken i Berowda on his second ip 1o the island in Jamnary 1908, .. The farnily spent pact of their
ayinters in Berowadd and simmers b theis homd e e, New Jersep. (B¢l \mldl)

U Deal Beach, N, Jaily 360 1 Tatluway Tnn bad it first gobillion of the seasan to night. The PAtIOnCsyes wore
Mrs. Bedle, wife of the es - Goveenor, Mrs. 3% Bran Mrs. :Gherar di, J\[- Nupler, Belrs. Zickernun, 8o

Clémens.




eorréctly and married into sood, wealthy Families. Fer daughler Treoe matried Joseph 1. Figan,
who worked il way to become CHO of Western Union, while her daughier lorence: masried
Leopold 'I'sci]_irk}f, son of “Oscar™ of the Waldorl- Astora. 1 Oscar loved Floreacd adid, the, couplis’
som L. Robeet Tschirky:  Adred Hlorence separated oy hier Fusbnd, there i court ('}t{lcr_srﬁr_inp} “hat the

_chitd b brought io Osear’s Lavise every Sunday,” regardiess of her unsuecesstid appeal.

Frederick Gerkéi ltved a fashionable, public, and saccessful Bfe. When he died suddenly @ 1919,
lis wife Chatlotre was left 10 deal with the arrangemints of his interment. She chose to work
with {laridson Graniié € ompany, & compiany whose offtees were at. ?.[}U Fifih Avenue and had
been in operation for almost seventy-five years. T aid those whe werd i need of a-gravestong,
menument, or massoleum, or those whe wanied 10 work-ahead of schedule, the: company Thad
the “Tlartison Granite Company- Clientele Camlog (& Monuments)™ published in 1918, which

they used for years Lo come. This guide contained lists of he more: famous clients who used

Neweombe, Mrs. Frederick: Gerken, and Mo, Dorenus: Thcee were Tty couples present. (Special o the New
York Times, Conithinn at Deal Begcld,

H Cn Movember 24, 1915 Trene Gerken marded attoracy Joseph T, Bgan: Joseph Hyparddwinced throuph the
ratiks of Westeriy Union Telegraph Ch'm'p.lmr t pventually becomg president of |h’1| um‘rp"rit;c The couply bl
oy chifideen— Ronaldand Trene AMarde who Raer e ied 1aw rence ] CO'Bricn, stn of the former mayor ol
New Yok, erph Lgan died it Monte Carler on December 6, 1948, Trene Gerken Hoan diex! May 19, 1969,

{Se hridr),

Licupold ‘Fsehitky; son of “Ulscar™ of the Waldort-Asroria, New Yok, was toduy sued 10 the Crmman Pleas
Courrt by Flore snce Crerken Usehirky Tor an abisolu ce, Phe papers charge croel and haibarons
reatment. . (Special 1o the New York "ames, Wite Sues)
H ,u:pokl Tschirky, who is. vmpl{ m'd h) the Bethlchom Stecl Corporation, andd Bis wife: who was: Miss Flominee
Gorkerni, .wt’p,mmd maire than'a year age, and Mrs, Tschicky took Taedpold, ]1 away from thelr hllﬂ‘lt‘ [ORRINT
plea Hf thi Dey's Tarher and his: .(_,!'.H'Idp.ll( s o writ of habeas. COTPUR Wi, issuued hvjndﬂc (,‘1|!.|han in Brooklyn
in May 1916, and later an order requiring thar the ehild e Tronght to scar’s house every Sunday was. signed.
The mother appealed, and the Appedlate Division affrned the wril some motiths agis. {Tschirky .lu S
CGioandson)

e Ii]fLI‘pT’Lf‘llIf)fl of flassic Foemsis the true expression: of Tasting edbute wahe departed. Shnplicity of
treatinent sather than ofmateniss bas characiedzed thi eiforts of this chmpany Tor il pist 7¥ yeard. Ranglog
frosm mdinumeatal pu,u s fpublic interest 16 the. -\tmph g1 oF prvae tributes this organization has achicved:
wisnderful success in execuiting the conceptions of pmmmt nt seulptons amd architécrs as well @s the work of its
owrr cacefully selected statl mftk«.tg-m‘rs. Lhis wapied ¢¥pedence, coupled wxlh exlensive yuareving and culticy
i3 ander pctw[ml EUPE rw.](,m permits e {ski( iy ofunsual seevice: in sugrgestion-and advice w our
putrans: The list of chienes contained herein FOPIEREnE {m]_v a few G Ghse who have avatled therselees of nure
Facilities: Reference tosuchican b made on requese™  (1asmison Geanire Gompuarny).,




the company, as well as fumerous -pl_ir’:t.Og_irnphs of ypical mausoleums, This catalogue:
contained tweniy pletares, onc of which was fhe _pici‘ufti of the mausoleuin in '\\.'-’r)t').dlmvn-
Cenictery bailt for Jolin' Wo. Buder, fabeled as “*Mausoleam- Hgyptian™ {sce Tig 2). Tt seems
ltkely that Charlorte Gerken saw this matisoleum on page 16 of ‘the catalog, and picked out her
husband’s hausoleum dglit-there i the mament of her gk, 4s the mansoleam in the catalog 1s:

almost an cxact copy.ol. the mausoleum later built for )7 réderick.

"The mausoleun itsclf i very graid, fetin g'\-'.:ls'i_t{m;_knmv that sotricone imponant resides withis,
“The inausolcum is an }'._{gypri;m'-Rc.\-'i.vnl design, with '11'.1'1ﬁimfd'.cﬂ.w_i;n'gs that arc only presént in the
column capiials and the two vases. that mark the: front outside-cdges (sce Fig=3). As ordc enter
the cemetery from thie Jerame Avcnue, one walks.aocth, past the Woolworth Chapel, past many
graviestones, and enter an.arca full of mauseleums and gravesiones, You tuen right onto. Vilbert
Aye-and walk for a minute,.as you approach thenext intersection, you can sec oft 1o your dgght 2
o of 1afgc1:’ mausoldums; cach have ¢olurbns nwo' on' dic front (see [_"i_g. 4. However, one of
these stands out, with- a- set of curved seats on either side, ending (o a pillar with:a large vase.
This is the Urederick Gerken mausoleurn, sct back about 20 feet off of Tern Avenue with its
bcillilfi{llr,_S’:&'[‘I‘It‘l‘lct‘ifi(':ﬁ] 1;_1.ndsc:aping. with matuce Blue Spruce trees just behind the -;:-_un-cd_benchcs_,
"hangi:._zg i'v_y- in thie pedestaled pots at ﬂu; Fm.nt, and, smaﬁ,. groomed. evergreen in the stone
planters inset on the muliiple layets '.:[')F..'S!','Ci:‘)'[_'iCd..pt_]-tl_‘.ﬁl‘lccs, all of which arc Tid n-front of a larege,
shady tree in e plots behind (see Mg, 5). From far away, i beckons you closer, drawing you Lo
the frong and centes with s cui’ving benches and c‘vcr_g:rétn bughes nglit up against the road on
the front corness of the plot. The targe bushes, at the comers of the _'f}lol are welcoming:  Set
Back: From this is-a. sypumetrical mausolcum design that is_:hmltiulatyc_l.‘(;cl; the first layerdncluding a
Slep u.p'int_(:p i:n:gr‘j_ wc'lc;oming atca with the curved benchis, This is the widest and most p{ﬂﬂic-.

arca, ether dhan the grassy lawn. Set scveral feet hack nto that, theee s another step up, onlo a



smaller, mare intimate arca, with colunms, as you énter the arca reminiscent of ¥ portice. This
arca- 1 less deep than the fast; Hrom here.a fecéssed. door areh-creates -a last, even smallet qtea,
lmdi_n_g to intricate brass doors covered with Fgyptian symbols including the Totas, which is
assoctated with rebirih: (See Iig. 6. and 710 At last,.you enter the threshold into a rectangular
OO, with thrée eoffm bays arg’on cach of the sidiwalls, and two c.ufﬁn_ba}-'s are lard before
you, \\;E_}ich a'_lso-crcm':es adeep shelfl In the top mest central caffin Hes Drederick Gerken, ﬂlﬁ}'{)&:t
on z pedesial, appearing mogt imporant. On the shelf abuove, several urns and plagues sit in
memory of moie lréccntiy déceased family metubers. I'he shelf also allows for a multi-layered
staincd-glass window of two tigares overlooking land 1o shine light inte the toom; The interiof
of the mavsoleum is dad in polished “Fennessee Pink matbic, with. polished Light Barre '_';jﬁaaitc
on the floor. This tnterior is not -decorative or indicative of the very monumental feel of the
outside, but rather warm.and inyiting for the family to visit their loved ones there (see Vg 8).
The 'o_nl_:.r design clements are the ecessed panels and the materials chosen.  Qutside, this
‘mansoleutn s also clad in Jarge stabs of Light Barte marble, which comes from Barre, Vermont.
The.desigh ol the faceof the mausolésm aiso draws you in-as much as the' ﬁr}r’}r'pla_ﬁ in cﬂl:{;ﬁﬂg
of the site. From the road, the design is. symietrical and momimental; the large butlding ereates
a frame. There are multiple large slabs making up the roof, with a simple and large cavetio
cotnice and the name Frederick Gerken carved on it On each side of the roof, targe battered
walls come down and racet with the second l_ayc.r_ct.i' stop; creating a hvge frame. Thenext layer is
recessed fronn the first, but.also creating a frame in itself, .]ﬂr'gc_l.}’ with aicely- cast shadows of a
deep space. Within ihis framé wire the coltimins, which are sinooth and sttong, further, drawing

vou towards the.center: They helplead your eye-to the groove that is-cirved wio dic back picces

W In ancicnl Hainpr there wore ey tmiadn fyposaoflonds that gregs the white and the biue. B ond i o observe
the imany hictoplyphics, it s casy ro:see-that this bhae It ower s fhe most commonly pesrtrayed. This plant
is knowa to be associated with rebieth, This is a.conseguence of i supposcdly retracting it the water at igh,
aid emnefging a Fregh in thifSug e nest day. - As something thar s issocmred with rebigth, jtis nogurpnse

ghat the Jetug Hower is alse associated with-death, snd the Bgyprian Book.of the Dead s known to tnclade:
spells that are able o tmnsform a person-into: Totuas; thus allowsing for resuerestion.” fRuvetscrofty




_Ofgi':t'njrc,_ Framming the door. "Fhe door itsell s recessed and also creates us [rame. Tooeach door,
there is.a picce. of gliss, with ddcorative brass work in {ront. (stc'_.l'*"ig. 9 Tiach.of these frames
uses the golden tatio; as was incredibly populaz in the tfime of the 1igyptians-as it was.sacted (o
their religion. s These frames, both on thie fﬁ.cc of _l;ﬁ_{; mavsoleum, as well as the ground plan
help deaw yemr i, speak of the important af the man this mauspleut was buile for. The
mansoleum itscl s also in very good condition, - and appears 0 be visited cegularly, judging b\
thé syreath that \\"ajs-'insidc Calt11(;11gl1 the tecent addition of an urn in 2003 may play a part
this). In 1952, the mauwsoleum had much of-its landscaping removed;-the bluc spruce trees that
sat behind the curved benchics were . discasced and the h:mgiug 'i\r}:- ;ﬂ:mts. i the pots were
overgrown and unsightly. New, there are ofly two young decidaois trees at the corrier of the
plots where evergreen bushes psed to sit, no plants.in a0y of the pots, and other frées obi-the plot
(see Wig. ). "This choice in Iandscaping still allows: for-a symmctrical, specific entrance; baf
docs riot Jend ttsell Lo the grandeur that once existed. At the same time as this lm.idscapir;g, the
m'ausu]cum'-undcr\_'\-'cni.‘_gcnc'r_ﬂ'] matttenance. 1t was -tc:_—pointcd, and the whiie lead caps on the
COTNICE Were: r.c~-"c:gp'pcd with putti-tape and then metal for added prolection  {sce !*ig. 1. 1t

shows that the family was still very much involved 1 the festing:plce of the Toved ones.

The 1est of the Family nicinliets who tesides within the mausoleum also have theit own stogies. &0
‘el Urederick and Gharlitte’s firgt ngo children, Trederick irnést and Chadoise Maggaret, were
Placed i one box,as they dicd at. the agc_s:_'cjf 6 months and .2 months respectively, Charlong
passed away in Jance 17, 1933, leaviog behind her ebildren Mr. Vredeick Getken Jt., Mis. T

“I'sehirky, and Mrs, J1.. gan and iticir ¢hildren}6 Whea shi died, the mausoleum passed to her

15 “'l"hc:}r. nsed the goldin enticwhen building ferples -.1113_ places For the-dead, I the proportons of fhieir’
buildings wweren't accurding (o 'I:hc_gf.ﬂdur‘] tatin, :_1']1'('. Jecrased mighi_'nc)l' make it to the aftedite prthe temple:
wdinld aot b plessing ro the gods” (Patveen),

W “Cerkein (n 'Sz}l{u"ﬂ:l}z _'! ane 17, Chatlotie G rhien, beloved wife of'the Jate Frederick Gerken and mother of
Prederick Gerken et 18, Ih-’l"sclr'li'rky and I_\r{rs.JL-L. Heam .o Juteornient Woodlawi Cemetios™ (Deaths, 1920~
1962).




sof, lrederick Jr., who was not buried -in the mausoleunt;, but biad a plaguc ﬁincc_d within it.
Theough a series of correspondences. that were found with the Woodlawe Archive i Avery
Library, Mrs. Vrederick Gerker, Jr. Fleflen [Hillcoat Gerken), who was -at the time a widow,
relinguished the ¢ght to be barded n the mausolenm {se¢ Hig, 12). A plague to ber husband,
rederick Gerken, Jr.also tésides on the shelf: Due to Ylellen Hillcoar Gerken’s sclingquishment,
Mrs. Tloreace Gerken ‘I'sehitky became the sole owner of lot #14767, 4s:Mrs. Irene Gerken
[Eyran also gave up her owndceship (see Fig. 13) (although she was too-buried herd). Fyeatmally,
[forénice and Iréne were both placed in the mausoleum, as-was the e ol Leopold 'I'schicky,
Florence’s: Rusband, regardiess of thelr sepasaied hife. Their sot, I.. Robert "Uschitky, is. nlso
placed in an urn on the shelf, asthe most reeent addition to the maasoleum n 2003 This

mausoleum now serves threegencrations of the Gerkea [amily.

COneerall, t]1c-ma:'}solcum.dcséign _s(nd-}and&;ca]_;ing lend themselies extremicly well (o t.l)c-lii:‘é:‘»‘_t}?]d of
the Getken famuly. Tt like them; was expenstve. Ilic’lot jtself was purchinsed- at 400/ s foot,
‘making the coast of the plot ever $7000 (sce Fig. [4). Thedesign choscn wis monumenital and
public, just as the Gerkens ted their lives to be. Theinatedals were chosen 10 show off the
financial znd sodial grandeur of those thatreside: within, as well as. welcome i those who wished
io pay tlicir respects. This mavsoleum perfectly it the Gerken family and will-continue (5 serve

it as tizic, comes.
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Figures 1-9

(Photo Credin: Corey Manchenton)

Figure 1: On Lot #14767 of Wistatia Plot in Woodlawn Cemetery stands a monumental, well-
groomed mausoleum.
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Figure 2: “This catalogue contained twenty pictures, one of which was the pictute of the
mausoleum in Woodlawn Cemetery built for John W. Butler, labeled as “Mausoleum- Egyptian.

»

(Source: Harrson Granite Company. Harrison Ceranite Company Clientele Catalyg (€ Momuments) New York: Harrison Granite, 1918, Stone
Chnarries and Beyond. June 2011, Web. 12 Oct. 2013.)



Figure 3: The mausoleum is an Egyptian Revival design, with minimal carvings that are only
present in the column capitals and the two vases that mark the front outside edges.

(Photo Credir: Corey Manchenton)

Figure 4: Site plan.

(Drafted by: Corey Manchenton)



Figure 5: Author’s interpretation and Recreation of previous landscaping. Beautiful, symmetrical
landscaping with mature Blue Spruce trees just behind the curved benches, hanging ivy in the

pedestaled pots at the front, and small, groomed evergreen in the stone planters inset on the
multiple layers of stepped entrances.

(Photoshop Credir: Corey Manchenton)

Figure 6: Ground plan, showing the welcoming shaping of the site.

(Phatoshop Credit: Corey Manchenton)
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Figure 7: Intricate brass doots covered with Egyptian symbols including the lotus, which is
associated with rebirth

(Drafted by: Corey Manchenton)

— e

Figure 8: This intetior is not decorative or indicative of the very monumental feel of the outside,
but rather warm and inviting for the family to visit loved ones there.

{(Photo Credit: Corey Manchenton)



Figure 9: Visual analysis of frames created by mausoleum design

(Photoshop Credit: Corey Manchenton)

Figure 10: Now, thete ate only two young deciduous trees at the corner of the plots where
evergreen bushes used to sit, no plants in any of the pots, and other trees on the plot.

(Drafted by: Corey Manchenton)
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Figure 11: It was re-pointed, and the white lead caps on the cornice were re-capped with putti-
tape and then metal for added protection

(Source: Columbia Librarics, Avery Library, Woodlawn Cemetery Archive, Gerken)
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Figure 12: Mrs. Frederick Gerken, Jr. (Hellen Hillcoat Gerken), who was at the time a widow,
relinquished the right to be buried in the mausoleum.

{(Source: Columbia Libraries, Avery Library, Woodlawn Cemetery Archive, Gerken)



Figure 13: Mrs. Florence Gerken Tschirky became the sole owner of lot #14767

(Source: Columbia Libraries, Avery Libracy, Woodlawn Cemetery Archive, Gerken)
ORDER FOR DEED NUMBER 23021 *

Boodlam, N.Y. Ci 24th, 1920
Make Deed to Mrs, Charlotte Gerkem, oi’ 0 Iﬂm:*‘-

Figure 14: The lot itself was purchased at $4.00/sq. foot, making the coast of the plot over
§7000.

{Source: Columbia Libraries, Avery Library, Woodlawn Cemetery Archive, Gerken)



