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In a secluded corner of Woodlawn Cemetery in the Bronx lies a mausoleum built to
honor the life of Dr. Jokichi Takamine, who was. once the most famous Japanese person in the.
‘United States. Jokichi began this life on Novémber 3, 1854, in Takaoka City, Japan,
coincidentally the same year that Japan’s strict isolationism ended by a treaty of amity with'the
United States, and he spent much of his sb(ty-eight years promoting this relationship that was
‘born with him. In his early childhood, Jokichi lived in the capitol of the Kaga Province, where he
was raised in the Kanazawa samurai clan and began studying science and English at an eatly age.
After his schooling, he worked to improve indigénous Japanese industries through the
application of Western science. In 1884, he moved to New Orleans to be co~commissioner of the
Cotton Exposition, where he was charged with learning how Japan could use similar-exhibits to
promote their own i_ndusf_c:fies.'i

There he met Caroline Field Hitch, the daughter of his landlord, and they became
engaged wheri-Jokichi was thirty years old and Caroline was eighteen, but he returned to Japan
-alene after his assignment in hopes of gaining financial stability. He fulfilled his promise to
‘marry her in 1887, having established a Japanese fertilizer company using special rocks he had
bought it New Orleans. Back in Japan, Caroline struggled to adj__uSt to being one of very few
Westerners, and to their hoine’s unpleasant proximity to the fertilizer plant. Soon after the birth
of their sons; Jokichi Jr. and Eben, in 1888 and 1890, Jokichi moved his young family to the
United States with ‘;he'-'mtenﬁon of réversing the direction of his-work: he now wished to adapt a
Japanese technology to a western industry, specifically by bringing J apanese knowledge of
enzymes to American distilleries. ™

After a series of hurdles—including his being struck with acute liver disease—he found
success with his enzyme process and established an independent labor'att)ry-i'n New York City,
where his most noteworthy accomplishment was discovering adrenalin.” Specializing in
enzymes and phiarmaceuticals, Dr. Takamine gained fame and wealth and became known as the
"Japanese Thomas Edison.™ As his prominence increased, he turned his attention towards
improving Japanese-American relations. He and Caroline owned several showpiece homes
featuring Japanese architecture and furniture, in order to expose Americans to 'ﬂie-fqaditional
Japanese aesthetic, and he funded the first gift of cherry blossom trees from Japan to

Washington, DC." His legacy as a good-will ambassador between the two nations is reflected in




the Woodlawn mausoleum where he is entombed with his wife, their two sons, and a daughter-
ii-law.,

Dr. Takamine never intended for this mausoleur to be his final resting place; in fact, it
was not constructed until three years after his death on July 22, 1922, from long-term liver and
heart disease.*" In his will, he had bequeathed his body to his liver surgeon, Dr. Malcolm L.
Harris, If Dr. Harris deemed his body to be of no gréat benefit to science, or if Caroline objected,
Dr. Takariine's body was to be cremated, with one half of the ashes buried in Woodlawn and the-
other half sent to-his sister in.Japan, and indeed, that was Dr. Harris® co_nCIusion. However, the
twist ini this story was Dr. Takamine's conversion, six weeks before his death, to Roman-
Catholicism, which forbade cremalion as an interference with natural law. The New York Times
quoted Caroline as saying "...urless the Court specifically orders, the body will be buried in
Woodlawn Cemetery...I am sure that Dr. Takamine did not know of the prohibition of cremation
by the Catholic Church; and if he were alive now he would certainly alter the will in this
respect.”™™

According to Dr. Takamine’s perceived wishes, his body remained in a receiving. vault at
Woodlawn.™ The erection of the mausoleum did not occiir until 1925, when Caroline ordered it
built by the popular monument company Farrington, Gould & Hoagland, whose notable.
Woodlawn designs include the Egyptian-inspired Woolworth mausoleum. In. 1939, Eben
Takamine established:a Perpetual Care Fund for the'caret_aking_of the mausoleum, which-was
funded by $1000 each year until 1945, from Eben, Caroline, and Jokichi, Jr.’s wife, Hilda 1.
‘Thomas. Jokichi, Jr., had died in 1930 and joined his father in the mausoleum. Eben was third to
be interred in the mausoleum in 1953, followed by Caroline in 1954, and Eben’s wife Catherine:
in 1994

The Takamine mausoleum is set back on a large lot, located at the curved meeting of two
avenues and facing an undeveloped lot. In addition to this relatively isolated location, the most
striking feature upon approaching the mausoleum from either avenue is the heavy degree of tree
coverage. While there is no-evidence of whether this landscaping was original to Farrington,
Gould & Hoagland’s plan, it contributes to the strong sense of enclosure that is inherent in the
mausoleum's architecture itself, This sense derives partially from the exterior’s sturdy
construction of very large blocks of Greens Landing gran_ite*“_. With a front-heavy plan, each of

the building’s side facades bear only-four'_small,_ bronze grated vents, and the simple back fagade



is marked only by a stained glass window that cannot bé clearly seen from the outside, but hints.
at the building’s interior. Slightly battered walls and especially the layering of platforms at the
mausoleumn’s base draw the visitor in and towards the center, as well as further separating the
interior from the outside world and centributing to the feeling of enclosure. Like many
mausoleunis in Woodlawn, the Takamine building uses clearly classical language, including
correctly .prop_ortioned ionic columns on either side of a recessed eniry, which creates further
seclusion. This change in plane, and the fagade’s symmetry and proportions emphasize the
central entrance and the bronze plate above it. In addi_ﬁ_on to unusually featuring the inhabitants™
name, as opposed to its being carved in the granite fagade, this plate also includes arrow wheels
or “yaguramas,” a samurai symbol usually featured on traditional carp streamers or “koi
nobori.”™ " Thisisa personal detail on an otherwise stock design; the building bears the same
bronze doors as an adjacent mausoleum, and while the majority of the ionic mausoleums in
Woodlawn are of 4 more monumental, four-column desig, the Takamine mausoleum has the:
same basic form as a number of other Farrington, Gould & Hoagland mausoleums in Woodlawn
and elsewhere—the common features being battered walls, two columns within a recessed entry,
a'window in the back wall, and often, a multi-tiered base and a slab atop a simple cornice. In’
fact, the Takamine mausoleum is virtually identical to the Runk mausoleum, also in
Woodlawn. X"

The Takamine interior consists primarily of Tennessee Pink limestone (referred to-as
‘marble by Farrington, Gould & Hoagland) that is separated from the foot-wide granite walls by a
onie-inch ventilation shaft, the exterior evidence of which is the bronze vents. The catacombs,
which run parallel to the side walls with four catacombs stacked on ‘each side, are Pennsylvania
Ribbon Slate. Rosettes on the catacombs, a ceiling hanger, and window frames are bronze.™ The
intetior is only four feet wide, roughly a third of the building’s width, with a ceiling height of
nine feet and three inches. This narrow space within the building’s symmetrical plan continues
with the serise of enclosure and leads straight to the other significant personal details, Japanese
vases displayed before a stained glass window portraying Mount Fuji.

Although the Takamine maysoleum was not Jokichi Takamine’s choice, one can
-postulate why Caroline might have chosen this model for him, and why he might have approved.
The building is striking, worthy of such a notable first inhabitant, but in its location.and design, it

is not-ostentatious, as Dr. Takamine did not want a burial in tli_e first place. Like Japanese formal



poetry, the building is simple but highly structured and serves to encapsulate significant imagery
suggestive of deeper meaning, Reflecting his-work and his life, the mausoleum is an infusion of
western building design and Japanese traditional imagery. In a tribute quoted in Dr. Takamine’s
obituary, his friend J.I.C. Clark said, “Apart from his devotion to science, it was his dearest wish
to promote abiding and enduring friendship between the land of his birth and that of his
ad‘option. ..An intense lover of Japan, its ancient ait, its domestic values, its rich traditions, he
became an equally ardent lover of the United States, its high ideals, its balanced freedom.”™ The
Takamine mausoleum pays tribute to Dr. Takamine’s life by comibining the “high ideals” of

classical architecture with the “rich traditions” of traditional Japanese imagery.
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