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Built in 1941 for Ruth Perrine Sheehan, the Sheehan Mausoleum sits on Woodlawn.
Cemetery’s. Arbutus Plot en a modest site removed from the cemetery’s major avenues and most
prestigious monuments. However, such a location seems fitting for the mausoleum’s sole

inhabitant, who. despite her wealth, did not rank among New York City’s elite.

Ruth Perrine was born on
October 11, 1878 (2) in
Montgomery, Alabama to
Caroline A. Perrine of Georgia
and William H. Perrine, a house
carpenter from New York.'
Shertly after Ruth’s birth, the
family relocated to-Atlanta,

) _ N o Georgia, where Ruth and her
Figqure 1: The Sheehan Matsoleum sits on-a guiet street, removed-from other '
mausoleums. ' . . e
older sister Ada spent their

early lives and, upon graduating from high school, became-teachers.” In 1902 Ruth married
Cornelius James Sheehan Ir. in Fulton County, Georgia.> Born in.1867, Cornelius came from a

large and influential Irish- Catholic family in Atlanta, Georgia. His father Cornelius J. Sheehan
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Sr. had become wealthy through real-estate investments in Atlanta, Decatur. and Lovejoy and
had been able to provide his children with privileged upbringings. Cornelius Sheehan Jr.
attended both Moore’s Business.College and attended Atlanta Law School, passing the bar in
1907. However, Cornelius never practiced as:zi lawyer, working instead as an auditor for the:

Federal Post Office and later as a financial clerk for the New York Police Department.*

The couple were living together in Manhattan by 1920.° However, by 1921, they had divorced,

and Ruth was living in Chicago, where she worked as a private secretary.® She only lived there

for a short time, however, as by 1927, she listed her permanent address as being in New York
City on a ship’s passenger log.” Thro ughout the next two decades, Ruth traveled extensively,
staying at apartment-hotels in New Yotk City, including the Park Central Hotel arid the Waldorf
Astoria, between her international trips:® In 1944, Ruth moved to Daytona Beach to live with her

sister. After her sister’s death, she relocated Miami, where she died in. 1972 at the age of 95.7

Ruth entrusted the design of her mausoleum to Westminster Memorial Studios, a company-
formed by former Tiffany Studio employees to finish ovtstanding commissions after Louis-
C'Gmfbﬂ'Tiffany?s death in 1933.'° Located at 15 E. 26th St., this company also completed new
commissions; advertising products including headstones, mausoleumnis, safcophagi, stained glass,

and mosaics. a range of services remiarkably similar-to those offered formerly by Tiffany

Studios’ Ecclesiastical Department.'! By 1946, their company no longer appeared-in

‘Manhattan’s telephone directory, indicating that they had either gone out of business or

relocated, 12



PN

Leland catalogue describes as “quaint,” in reference to-a similar

design.™
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¥ The Sheehan Mausoleum is one of many in.

Woodlawn Cemetery to be inspired by Gothie.
chapels.!? Perhaps the most obvious Gothic-inspired

| detail is its door, with geometric tracery-and a
pointed-arch setting. Additional Gothic design
elements include the faux butiresses.that flank the
front fagade and the cross-bottony above the lettering.
While the rusticated granite and steeply-pitched,

stepped roof are not necessarily Gothic details, they

are-also an important

Figure 2: Tﬁe door features de&fgns inspired by gothic _
tracery ond a pointed arch.. components of the.

mausoleum’s exterior appearance, Jending it a feel that one Presbey-

‘Inside the mausoleum, the focal point lies on a stained-glass window Figure 3: Cross Battony

on the back wall, featuring a standing-angel with-one hand raised in 4 sign of benediction. In the.

background, ene can see the:¢orner of a tomb with a white cloth draped loosely over its top. This

is likely a depiction of thie New Testament story of Jesuss resurrection. Although the complete

narrative varies depending on the gospel, in each telling, visitors to Jesus’s. tomb are greeted by
an angel, or strange men dressed in white, and observe Jesus’s empty grave liriens as a physical

sign: of his resurrection. The scene is framed by Gothic architectural elements in a-form

reminiscent of a nave flanked by two aisles, decorated with spires, erockets, and foited arches.



Barnhart 4

The materials used for the.Sheehan
Mausoleum seem relatively common
for mausolenms at Woodlawn
Cemetery. The exterior consists of
rock-face Barre Granite from
Vermont."® Interestingly, Tiffany
Studios owned an exclusive granite-
quarry in Cohassét, Massachusetts. 16
It seems that Westniinster Memorial
Studies, despite being formed by
former Tiffany Studios employees
and completing Tiffany Studios’
commissions, could not gain aceess
to'this quarry. The interior of the
Sheehan Mausoleum is clad in three

¥ distinct varieties of marble — one for

Figure 4: An ongel stands in frontof on empty tomb.

the floor, one. for the walls and
sarcophagi, and one for the baseboard and pedestal. According to Woodlawn Ceinetery’s
“Examination Sheet,” the interior material should be Tennessee marble, but the form fails to
comment on the various types of Tennessee marble used. By comparing_ the types of marble
found on site to samples in a publication by the Marble Industiy Board, it is clear that both the .
marble used for the walls and sarcophagi and the marble used for the floor are indeed two

distinct types of Tennessee marble. The marble used for the baseboard and pedestal, however,
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does not resemble any of the varieties of Tennessee marble found in the Marble Industry Boards

publication, so further research is required to determine the specific type of this marble.'” In

addition to the exterior granite and interior marble, the mausoleum also contains several bronze

components, including the door, four vents, and ceiling rosettes..

! T A,
o - ol ‘Figure 8: Merble uséd for Walls
Figure 5: Marbie used for the Floor Figure 7: Marble used for the pedestaf and Sarcophagi

‘and baseboard

Figure 9: Two branze.rpsettes,

Currently, the Shéehan Mausoleum is in relatively good condition with the exception of the
window in the south elevation. The interiorstained glass'is broken in one place. Several of the

stained-glass pieces are missing, and:the surrounding lead cames are distorted. Addition;il_l_y,.the
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exterior protective glass is broken in two locations, leaving the interior stained glass vulnerable.

to the elements and allowing debris.and insects to infiltrate the space between the glass panes.

Figure 10! A closie-up of the broken stained glass. Figure 11: Two Breaks in'the exterior protective glass.,

There are also several other minor
issues that are not currently-causing
damage to the mausoleum, but should
perhaps be monitored to avoid
potential problems in the future. First,

roots froim a large, nearby tree are

currently growing close to the north

Figure-12: Rootgrowth on the north efevation,

and. east elevations and eould
potentially cause structural damage in the future, Second, there is ivy growing on the south and

west elevations, which is not currently causing any. damage but should perhaps be mionitored.




Figure 13: Biological growth on the north elevation
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Finally, the sutroundirig tree canopies are shielding
most parts of the mausoleum from the sun and
preventing the mausoleum from drying adequately,
_resul_ting_in biological growth on the toof, north
elevation, and the parts of the buittresses that project

beyond the roof. This biological growth has caused

dramatic discoloration between the roof and the

exterior walls. However, the mausoleum appears to be

well-ventilated, so the tendency for the exteriot to hot

dry well does not seem to be of structural or material

concern. However for some, the biological growth

could be a cosmetic-issue.

Figure 14: The trees shield the mausoleum from the sui.
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Additional photographic documentation:

The mausoleum in.its site context
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North Elevation
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East Flevation




South Elevarion.
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Elevation Detail - Door

—
=
b

[ —

eoesedl || |ededes
Scale: 3/4” = 1°
T —
o 1 T3 4 Drew Bambhart

HP Studio |
Woodlawn Cemetery
Sheehan Mauscleum

Sept. 28 2018,




.

Scale: 1/327 = 1"

Site Plan

Indicates Plot
Boundry

Drew Barnhart
HP Studio I
Woodlawn Cemetery
Sheehan Mausoleum
Sept. 28 2018



