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GENTRIFICATION IN WEST COCONUT GROVE

Kherby Jean
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Early Bahamian settlers in Coconut Grove

INTRODUCTION

In the site analysis Coconut Grove is divided into
sections. There is East Coconut Grove, west Coconut
Grove and south Coconut Grove. All these locations
are alike and different in many ways. The biggest
difference is classism based on attention. This is
referring to east Coconut Grove as the tourist area.
West Coconut Grove is where the city started and
that's where most people first built. This reason is
because it was close to the water. This would allow

expensive tourist areas that would generate revenue.

South Coconut Grove is also well treated. It is where
the higher class of Coconut Grove lives. This area
includes all types of homes including mansions. West
Coconut Grove is the opposite of both directions,

West Coconut Grove it is seen as the lesser of the
two. In its history it was built the latest in comparison
to the other two directions. West Coconut Grove is
found of diverse cultures from the Caribbean. Ad-
ditionally, one aspect that affects Coconut Grove is
gentrification. Gentrification is more like invasion but
in the term of building types. It is when people build
buildings that are not of the cultural standard of the
area. Many other cities such as little Haiti have faced
gentrification and west Coconut Grove is next. Also,
this is more likely to happen because it is by coral
gables and owned by coral gables. This means as the
population in coral gables increase the city will be
forced to push the boundaries into Coconut Grove.
The effects of this situation would be many of the his-
torical structures such as the shotguns house would

have to be moved and the diverse cultures that are
presented would also be removed. Classism is seen
everywhere throughout Coconut Grove. From the
figure ground plan, one can see the change in veg-
etation. This shows that in the high-class neighbor-
hoods, the streets are more taken care of. My mental
map is based on the threshold from poor to rich and
rich to poor. As one can see in google street view
the distance of the threshold can be one street. This
means that one street shows the difference between
the rich and poor and the popular and the unpopu-
lar. This example can be seen throughout the rest of
Coconut Grove by seeing different types of houses
right next to each other. An example of this maybe an
old generic house right next to a modern and futur-
istic home. These are all examples of how classism is
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In this Counterstory, | will be analyzing gentrification
in Coconut Grove. Through two streets, Grand Ave
and South Douglas Rd, | will be looking at the differ-
ent sides of Coconut grove and how the community is
affected .

Row of shotgun houses in Coconut Grove



TH RESHOLD 1 (Grand Ave) West vs East Coconut Grove

The first road that we will be looking at is Grand Avenue where we will analyze the difference between East vs
West Coconut Grove. East Coconut Grove is where the big developments and new constructions are. In 2018

| visited the site and | spoke to the many incredible individuals in West coconut grove. While | was there | so
many luxurious cars passing by going to East coconut grove. | then wondered how would | feel if | lived in a
place where my side of the town is not taken care of and the other side was, and these cars were evidence. |
also thought of another perspectives what if it also showed the anticipation of gentrification. At the time | was
there, many individuals started leaving the area already and the prices were increasing. Gentrification was al-
ready upon the community, and | could see the residences saying those same people in those cars are the same

people that will be taking our homes in the future. This is truly a great parallel, the parallel of the rich and the
poor and all of this can be seen on Grand Avenu
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THRESHOLD 2 (s boucLAS RD) NORTH vs SOUTH Coco-

nut Grove

A similar story can be told on S Douglas Road, you won't see super expensive cars but you will see a big differ-
ent in environment. As you can see in the pictures there are more trees in South coconut grove in comparison
to north coconut grove. This truly shows the comparison of a place being taken care more than the other. | am

Florida Ave

=
Ave =
1) Grand Ave Grand = .
Gf&ﬂd,qve - Ceo
Coconul Grove " e @,
& Mini Park 2 {9
0 T Thomas Ave W '30
ur = m \
e = —
[} b o >,
2 A
= Grand o " S villia
- Avenue Park P William Av
W 1] -
9 ¥ 1 _ . {
( 3 warles Ave = Charles Ave ry
It Dr - :‘ Peacock Park
klin Ave & S
IKiin
ranki AVE ,£_ #
er High
00 ymguat Ave
thoo ¥ SaEirer AT I
5 -
Loquat Ave 2
- Loguat Ave v q >
% o Ave k]
T o  Avocado AV .
i Ave G_: U'i | ] “t\
2 @ - o &
= Palmetto Ave = & .
ford Ave o P 4:}
ord Ave e
vi (.-/ £
Royal Palm Ave ”,
o
. 3 Day Ave
S Day Ave
A Day Ave ;
o
Wirrick Park
A Dak Ave
Dak Ave -
|i 1 5 o =
Oak Ave I & :;:
Frow Ave - Z f S 1 &
RO B ~ : c Mayfa -4
Florida Ave e v Cocowa
‘lorida Ave - 1
rand Ave =
Grand Ave G = P
Grand fie - Ca
Coconut Grove " 1 e @
a Mini Park b /G
jomas Av %
Tk a Ve W '}G
3 £
g <
2 A
Grand = il Ave Y ]
Avenue Park s William Awv
W 1] =
v - ' =
1 Charles Ave = Charles Ave §'ﬁ
A n Peocock Pork
e &
Franklin Ave ; #t'
ymguat Ave
s Marler Ave
Saint Hugt :
Schoo i,
t Ave Loquat Ave -
Loqua S
ocado Ave i
Li o &
w o o \b
g Palmetto Ave = "b‘(\ )
G - ;
A . P
v o .

Royal Palm Ave




San Lorenzo Ave Orange St 7

£ ) 7
A Day Ave
o
tb{ // ﬁmu

g
@
/

Day Ave

m

ve
percivaliAy arEallAve percival A
Ave g
S - -
Oak Ave
‘:.e.. Y. | in  Oak Ave z Oak Ave %- 4 g
7 A - | - - 2 -é Oak Ave Oak Ave o = z
| = =
3 z
1 = o o Florid ) m £ o w
= s Frow Ave Frow Ave o 5] & =
RE IO NEANE] S = £l =
g o] = = Florida Ave E E
g X > Florida Ave 2 22 s
2 — Pl & —— 4 Grand Ave =3 9 2
I; E S 5 Grand Ave
T - — Grand Ave =
’ — Ernd A —& | _
T CL . ) | | : e;z“\ 4 3 Washington Ave Thomas Ave
/5 — s imERea (Y- WA . | S - Thomas Ave
; | | =8 ) < “4, i ThorMIAMI-DADE
1 = . 1
) L : b 2 7 1l &
5 : EVORIDAYEE S ; | g FLORIDA ¢ o
| E 2 Charles Ave %  Miami3
P | @l HNTE— : g ] o z
[ Vig : oy T
T, Grant Dr Charles Ter =
2l E | & — Charles Ter >
e Tor—Ehedos Tor % “r, FranklingAve
| '&3,.
o L atgAVE
|
-‘fun‘
oeo o Loguat e | |
Loguat Ave .1)0 n " | o WM A
w Loguat Ave o ":r, : ) r
= 2 \ \
Avocado Ave ® . !
o s 5 gy B |
5 Lybyer Ave =z = ]
: Irvington Ave Irvington Ay, % = 2 \ |
z o 2 |
- w — — @}
@ @ iz, -
9, Crawford Ave oy £ | HeneHNTE—
Tord Ave = o, J'd/ | .
Royal Palm Ave - i
e £ oY o o RS yN0IdsaALe]
Raynolds g > " \ |
2,
a - e L b,

Percent Black or African American
alone by census tract

. 50.0 or more

B 25.0t049.9

B 10.0t024.9
5.01t09.9

Less than 5.0

Percent White alone or in
combination by census trac

B 95.0 or more

B 00.0t094.9

B 75.0t089.0
50.0 to 74.9

Less than 50.0
No population

No population

Next, we move into on of the real reasons why this difference is happening. In these two diagrams we can see the percentage of whites and blacks in Coconut grove. We can see that majority of the black people in the area live in
north coconut grove while the majority of the white people in the area live in Coconut Grove Through this information, we can draw the conclusion that the people that live in the white side of the town is more taken care then the
people that live in the black side of the town.
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Man in Goombay Festival | h P ACE Theatre

This affects the community in a powerful way, many of the lots are now vacant when the area used to be a thriving area, where there would be a lot of people walking and a lot of community gatherings. Things such as the goombay festival was
stopped for a period of time because of the lack of funding of the organizations that funded the festival.

COCONUT GROVE (A MEMOIR)

This is the battle of Coconut Grove, In September 2018 I had visited the area to learn more about the people and their perspectives. I parked my car in the corner of Grand avenue and Douglas road, As I walked my first impression of the area
was where are the people? It seems if the place was deserted. Although I saw a few people sitting in front of stores, still there weren’t that many pedestrian circulations. I walked through Grand avenue from Douglas street to Elizabeth street, I
saw a food truck selling what smelled roasted chicken. He was busy, so I didn't bother to talk to him. I then walked back and greeted one of the people who was sitting on the sidewalk. The old man seemed like he was in his mid-50s, at first,
he was disinterested in what I was asking but later he took interest. I spoke to him for a while, but his answers weren’t that inviting, he kept saying he doesn’t know the answers to what I am asking and kept referring me to people I didn’t know.
As we spoke a man passed by and greeted the man I was talking to, I then came to realize that they were good friends and referred me to him about asking him questions. Before we even dealt deep into the conversation, we were interrupt-

ed by other people passing by, he greeted almost everyone who was walking and knew them by name, let’s just say he was very popular in the neighborhood. Though I never found out about his real name, everyone referred to him as Gator.
Our conversation took many turns, speaking about the education system, religion and much more but my focus was his reaction to what is happening in Coconut Grove. Gator was extremely passionate about this topic and he is of Bahamian
descent. As our conversation went on, what I felt like he trying to make me see was that the people of Coconut Grove need to fight because Coconut Grove is their identity. He told me a brief history about how Coconut Grove became what

it is today. He told me about how Coconut grove used to be a place of gathering, there was a club, theatre and many more places of entertainment but now all are closed. He mentioned how the city were cutting funds from their area, even
cutting one of their most entertaining cultural gatherings, the goombay festival. Through the funding cuts of many of the facilitators of the event, the festival ceased to exist. Also ceased to exist was the wearing of colorful masks and cloths,
the sound of Bahamian music and the gathering and enjoyment of the Bahamian people. What Gator was mainly emphasizing the most was for the people of Coconut Grove to stand and fight for the city. He mentioned how a lot of blacks sell
everything that they have when they see white people money. They are not willing to stand for what they own because they don't see the value, but the people who are investing see the value. He also d. He then told me the reason why Coco-
nut Grove is being targeted is because the ground level of Coconut Grove is higher than places like Miami beach who are closer to the water. The farther the city is from the water the better because of sea level rise. This makes a lot of sense, it
is the same reason why Little Haiti is being gentrified as well.
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In this Counterstory, | will be analyzing gentrification
in Coconut Grove. Through two streets, Grand Ave
and South Douglas Rd, | will be looking at the differ-
ent sides of Coconut grove and how the community is
affected .
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GOOMBAY FESTIVAL HISTORY

Kherby Jean

The goombay festival is an event that happens every
year in Coconut Grove and has been around for
about 37 years, one of the people who first contribut-
ed to it was Charles Major Jr, he was an even orga-
nizer. The essence of the goombay festival is that it is
about the community, it is about the Bahamian cul-
ture, food, and music. | first started on a street called
Whitehead Street then moved to Grand Avenue. The
original founders included Charles’s father Charles
Maijor Sr, and Fred Scholl. Both were a part of the
Neighborhood Improvement Association.



PRECEDENT
STUDY

The FkZ quarter is located on Dajwor Street
on an empty lot at the back of a synagogue
designed by BudCud. It is for the 25th anni-
versary of the Jewish culture festival in Cracow
in Poland. BudCub designed this temporary
space for people participating on the festival.
The purpose of the project was to bring so-
cial to the site. The quarter has a yellow floor
which makes the space look brighter and it
all has transparent corrugated plastic as the
roof which brings in a lot of light. In addition,
it is also wood framed and has thick plywood
plates for the flooring. Some of the programs
include a library, a café, a graphic studio, and a
stage in the middle connecting all three spaces
together.
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SITE MAP

Grand Ave and S Douglas Rd

Area: 11,071

Site Detail: Vacant parking Lot with
tree in the middle
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The Goombay Festival is a vehicle
for showcasing the contributions
of Bahamians to the city of Miami.
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