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The Josephine Jacquelin Mausoleum at Woodlawn Cemetery was constructed in
1911 by the C.E. Tayntor Granite Company. The small mausoleum (less than 12 feet in
height, width, and depth), constructed of the “finést granite” from Tayntor’s Hallowell
quarry in Hallowell, Maine, stands in the middie of its rectangular lot in the Goldenrod
area of the Bronx cemetery.' Buried inside are, besides Josephine are, John H. Jacquelin
(Josephine’s husband, for whom the mausoleum was constructed) and Herbert Ten
Broeck Jadquelin (ihe couple’s-only son). The Jacq_uelin Mausoleum in Woodlawn
represents the sober style of monument and mausoleum construction that was-visible

during the early twentieth century.

The mausoleiim is rather austere, with only a simple Dotic pediment standing out
from the main granite mass of the building. The pediment and entablature han_gs. overthe
steps while two columns flank each side of the “U.S Standard bronze” door.? Inside; all
the exposed material is Italian matble, with slate behind the ex-_po‘sed marble. This style
was quite trendy among the simpler mausoleums throughout the cemetery. It adds a sense
of classicism and refinement while not costing too much or being too flashy. The Doric
order (the simplest of the five classical orders) recalls the Greek classicism so popularly
referenced in architecture throughout the ages. It-can add an element of history and style.
with simple forms that are familiar to nearly everyone (fig. 1). The interplay of the
massing of the mausoleum and its pediment create an interesting visual effect. The’

pediment seems somewhat foreign, as it sits atop the plain granite structure (fig. 2). The
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image created by. these two eléements becomes very dynamic as the two pieces coexist yet

collide for prominence in the Jacquelin mausoleurin’s design.

The other fascinating aspect of the Jacuelin Mausoleum is the stained glass
window (fig. 3). Louis Comfort Tiffany’s, the preeminent decorative artsfi gure during’
the early 20" century, company crafted the brilliant window (as seen from the inscription
on the lower right hand cotner-of the window). For a simple building to have:a window _
by the great American group of stained glass makers demonsirates the focus on that
particular element father than an ostentaticus exterior design. The simple exterior

structure adds value and importance to the Tiffan'y- stained glass.

This simple structure can be seen in multiple other C.E. Tayntor mausoleums
around Woodlawn. Asshown in this C.E. Tayntor advertisement in the 1909 Year Book
of The Architectural Le_ague of New York, Tayntor’s other designs would range in
ornament, but a heavy focus would be placed on the design and style of the ancient
Greeks.? The Louis Sherry Mausoleum (although Ta__yntor did not design it) and nearby
David H. Houghtaling Mausoleum are prime example of one-of the 161 C.E. Tayntor
mausoleums and monuments built in Woodlawn Cemetery alone (fig. 4). Tayntor’s own
patented designs further prove that the Classical style was fundamental in mausoleum
building (figs. 5 & 6). When looking j_ust'a't Tayntor's structures in Woodlawn, the theme

of Greek Classical forms is abundant.

The miausoleum’s design ¢an also be rélated to the biography of the family.

Josephine Jacquelin-commissioned the mausoleun for her late husband, John H.

3 Architectural 'Léague.‘of. New York. Year Book of the Architectural League of New
York: New York; Architectural League:of New York, 1909. P.181..
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Jacquelin, in 1911, a year after his death, but she was not the most hotable member of the
Jacquelin far‘r‘n_il}_(..'4 John H. Jacquelin (1 836-1 910) was a first generation American; his
father was from Franee and his mother was from the West Indies. Jacquelin was
successful very-early on in his life, founding one of the..l'ar__g_est “odd-lot” brokerage firms
on Wall Street, John H. Jacquelin & Co. as. well as being a member of the New York
Chamber of Commerce.>® Jacquelin had six children with his wife, Josephine Stagg, all
daughters aside from Herbert, who. would go on to join his father’s brokerage firm.”
Shortly before his:death in 1910, John H. Jacquelin moved to an apartment at 37 Fifth
Avenue, after many moves between the outer boroughs and New J ersey.” Although the
Jacquelin family®s mausoleum, within which John, his wife, his son Herbert, his daughter
Aline, her husband, Herbert Wade,_ and his daughter Ethel are interred, may not
outwardly express the affluence of the family, but Jacquelin had the wealth to leave his
family one million-dollarsat the time of his death.’ His 'son Herbert Ten Broeck Jacquelin
(1872-1931) followed in his father’s footsteps, working at John H. Jacquelin & Co. after
his father’s passing in 191 0.'% The 1930 census shows that Herbert became more.of a

socialite than his father-had the chance to, belonging to many clubs such as the Union
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Club, Racquet and Tennis Club, anid the Grolier Club, while living at 510 Park Avenue in
a new apartment house on 60" Street and having a house on Cape Cod, Massachusetts."!
Despite the pro_sper_ity -and hard work of the Jacquelin family, the mausoleum was used
not as a physical expression of their hard earned wealth, but more as a resting place for a

close-knit family.

The__] acquelin mausoleum is indeed humble in design, but the information
gamered from research and ‘the Tiffany & Co. stained glass proves that the famil_'y was-
rich materially and historically. Not one of the famous New York City families of the late
Nirieteenth or-early Twentieth century, the Jacquelins represented a more comnion
history of a first-generation Amesican who raised a successiul family. The building

deserves attention for its service as a portal into the social history of New York.

11“H.T. Jacquelin Dies; A Retired Broker.” Editorial. New York Times 12 N_c;_v..embe_r,_.
1931,



(Fig. 1) Doric Order — Used by C.E. Tayntor Granite Company on many of their
mausoleums throughout Woodlawn, including the Josephine Jacquelin Mausoleum

Source: http://www.tripline.net/trip/Greece%3A Dylan Nivens-
64661727027110068DB7EDF44F5F910A

(Fig. 2) Side Visual Analysis highlighting pediment over mausoleum



(Fig. 3) Stained Glass Window in Jacquelin Mausoleum
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(Fig. 4) Advertisement for C.E. Tayntor Granite Company

Source: Year Book of The Architectural League of New York (1909)
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(Fig. 5) C.E. Tayntor roof design patent #1 (Fig. 6) C.E. Tayntor roof deisgn patent # 2

Source: http://patentimages.storage.googleapis.com/pages/US635984-0.png
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