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The Gennerich Family Mausoleum: A Study of History, Design, and Condition 

The Gennerich Family Mausoleum at Woodlawn Cemetery tells a quiet story of love, 

loss, and time. Built in 1922, it reflects the kind of personal devotion and family pride that 

so many of Woodlawn’s monuments carry. Through a mix of archival research and on-site 

observation, this paper looks at how the mausoleum’s design, history, and current 

condition reveal both the care that went into its creation and the challenges of keeping 

such a structure preserved over a century later. 

The mausoleum was ordered on February 10, 1922, shortly after the death of 

Reinhard Gennerich’s wife, Marie Carolina Werner Gennerich, that January. Interred within 

are Reinhard, Marie, and their daughters Elsie, Frieda, and Hedwig, along with their 

spouses, George Scheiding and Charles Bruns. Also present are John F. and Elizabeth 

Werner, likely Marie’s parents, making six of the ten catacombs occupied. All were 

cremated, with the more recent burials of Charles and Elsie in the 1970s and 1980s placed 

in zinc liners. 

Inside the mausoleum, John and Elizabeth Werner’s names are engraved on the 

central altar, marking them as the earliest generation interred there. Their placement above 

Reinhard and Marie suggests a deliberate design choice, honoring the family’s roots. This 

layout, paired with the inscriptions “John F. Werner Born March 1840 / 1895” and “Elizabeth 

A. Born 1849 / 1937,” reinforces the idea of the mausoleum as a multi-generational 

memorial. The inclusion of the Werners likely reflects not just familial closeness but also 
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the financial support that made the mausoleum possible. Census records list Reinhard’s 

work as a grocer and clerk, while later documents mark his income simply as “Other 

Sources.” The 1940 Federal Census valued the family’s Scarsdale home at $30,000, roughly 

$700,000 today, placing the Gennerichs within an upper-middle-class New York context of 

the early 20th century. 

Archival material from the Avery Library shows that Reinhard Gennerich 

commissioned the mausoleum through Farrington, Gould & Hoagland, a well-known firm 

that designed monuments and mausoleums across the region. The order, dated February 

10, 1922, was placed just weeks after Marie’s death, suggesting the project may have been 

an act of mourning as well as memorialization. The stained-glass windows inside - one 

showing an eternal flame, the other a green wreath with a red drape - symbolize 

remembrance and enduring love, a theme that runs throughout the building’s design. 

Current Condition and Observations 

During recent field observation, the Gennerich Mausoleum appeared largely intact 

and structurally stable, though time and weather have left their marks. Inside - the marble 

panels show areas of light staining and mild biological growth near the ground line. 

Moisture infiltration is visible around the doorframe and altar, with subtle streaking that 

suggests long-term water exposure. The bronze (or possibly copper) door carries a varied 

patina - more polished near the keyhole, where contact or past cleaning has left a shine. 

The stained-glass windows remain in place but show light cracking in the protective 

outer glazing, noticeable when sunlight passes directly through. Each window has a marble 



AJ Ramos - Woodlawn x Gennerich 4 
 

bench positioned in front of it, offering a quiet space for reflection. Outside - the original 

marble vases are still present, though one is slightly shifted from its base, showing how the 

site has gently moved over time. Ventilation grates remain open, allowing some airflow 

inside. Overall, the mausoleum stands in good condition, but minor conservation - 

particularly around joints and water intrusion - would help ensure its long-term stability. 

Landscape and Maintenance History 

Comparing archival correspondence with present conditions provides insight into 

the mausoleum’s evolution. A 1945 letter from H.D. or Hedwig Gennerich to Woodlawn 

Cemetery expresses frustration over deteriorating maintenance standards, referencing 

uncut grass, neglected paths, and overgrown weeds. H.D. wrote: 

 “You have an obligation to the people who paid plenty when they bought plots in 

Woodlawn, but you are not keeping your part up. If you let Woodlawn continue to go down 

as you are doing you never can have it look like it used to and it is about time you started to 

fix it up.”  *(Avery Drawings & Archives, Woodlawn Cemetery Records, Series II: Mausoleum 

Owners Correspondence, Columbia University Libraries)* 

This letter provides early documentation of maintenance challenges still visible 

today. The mausoleum’s surrounding landscape, once planted with roses, rhododendrons, 

and azaleas, has largely disappeared. Only two small shrubs survive – located directly in 

front of each vase as if they jumped out and planted themselves into the soil below, 

suggesting decades of attrition due to changing upkeep practices and costs. 
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Hedwig Gennerich emerges from the archival record as a figure deeply engaged in 

social and environmental life. Several “Scarsdale Inquirer” articles highlight her prize-

winning flowers and active participation in local garden shows & socialite life, reflecting her 

skill and passion as a horticulturist (ex. All Spring Crowds Into Hall For Annual Flower 

Show, 1937; Beauty of May Gardens Reflected in Flower Show, 1938). Beyond the 

accolades & headlines, Hedwig demonstrated a willingness to challenge norms, including 

planting on public property in ways that skirted regulations, a testament to her 

commitment to cultivating beauty in her community. Correspondence preserved in the 

Avery Archives shows she wrote to Woodlawn Cemetery regarding landscape concerns, 

underscoring her role not only as a socialite but as an early advocate for environmental 

stewardship and horticultural excellence. Her life and interests provide a vibrant human 

dimension to the mausoleum’s history, linking the family’s legacy to broader cultural and 

environmental currents of the time. 

Interpretation and Findings 

Looking at the archival records alongside current field observations creates a clear 

picture of both care and decline. The mausoleum’s present state validates the concerns 

raised by H.D. Gennerich in 1945, showing how reduced maintenance and changing 

priorities have shaped its condition. Still, the building remains an elegant example of early 

20th-century family mausoleum design - modest in size but rich in symbolism. 

The use of durable materials, symmetrical layout, and soft ornamentation all reflect 

the family’s sense of respect and continuity. The structure’s survival, despite natural wear 
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and loss of its landscaped setting, reflects both the enduring craftsmanship of its builders 

and the lasting devotion of those who commissioned it. 

Conclusion 

The Gennerich Family Mausoleum stands as a record of family memory, 

architectural craft, and shifting preservation priorities. From Reinhard Gennerich’s 1922 

commission to the 1945 letter of concern and the site’s current condition, the mausoleum 

captures a full century of use, change, and quiet endurance. Continued documentation 

and small-scale restoration would ensure that this modest but meaningful structure 

remains part of Woodlawn’s rich historical landscape for generations to come. 
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More Information / Resources 

• Scarsdale Historical Society – (https://www.scarsdalehistoricalsociety.org ) 
A huge thank-you to Leslie Chang, Associate Village Historian and Trustee 
with the Scarsdale Historical Society, for their invaluable help in researching 
the Gennerich family. Their insights into the family’s local legacy as “The Bird 
Haven House” and their guidance in locating articles documenting award-
winning garden shows and community contributions were essential to this 
project. – AJR 
 

• “Mr. Gennerich Is Dead”- Scarsdale Inquirer 28 April 1944 –  Page 2 
(https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19440428.2.29&srpos=1&
e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------) 

 
 

• “Ask Postponement Of Plant Moving” - Scarsdale Inquirer, Volume XV, Number 45, 
15 December 1933 – Page 1  
(https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19331215.2.12&srpos=5&
e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------) 

https://www.scarsdalehistoricalsociety.org/
https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19440428.2.29&srpos=1&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19440428.2.29&srpos=1&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19331215.2.12&srpos=5&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19331215.2.12&srpos=5&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
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• “Resident’s Granddaughter To Be Bride This Evening” - Scarsdale Inquirer, Volume 
XIX, Number 10, 9 April 1937 – Page 6 
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(https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19370409.2.66&srpos=7&
e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------) 

 
 

• “All Spring Crowds Into Hall For Annual Flower Show” - Scarsdale Inquirer, Volume 
XIX, Number 15, 14 May 1937 – Pages 1 & 4 
(https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19370514.2.5&e=-------
en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------) 

https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19370409.2.66&srpos=7&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19370409.2.66&srpos=7&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19370514.2.5&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19370514.2.5&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
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• “Beauty of May Gardens Reflected in Flower Show” - Scarsdale Inquirer, Volume XX, 
Number 17, 27 May 1938 – Page 1 & 4  
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(https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19380527.2.8&srpos=9&e
=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------) 

 

https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19380527.2.8&srpos=9&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19380527.2.8&srpos=9&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
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• “Spring Flowers Blossom At Garden Club’s Show - Scarsdale Inquirer, Volume XXII, 
Number 19, 7 June 1940 – Page 
(https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19400607.2.8&srpos=3&e
=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------) 

https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19400607.2.8&srpos=3&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
https://news.hrvh.org/veridian/?a=d&d=scarsdaleinquire19400607.2.8&srpos=3&e=-------en-20--1--txt-txIN-Gennerich------
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