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SEMESTER : SEMESTER : Core I | Fall 2022Core I | Fall 2022

LOCATION:LOCATION: Harlem, New York  Harlem, New York 

CRITIC : CRITIC : Alessandro OrsiniAlessandro Orsini 

Our intervention seeks to forcefully occupy the voids of this rather austere 

and uninviting space to create transformative social spaces for the commu-

nity. The permanence of the viaduct structure allows us to create an ecolo-

gy of spaces with varying and interchangeable programs that will become a 

mainstay in the community and not a transient solution. In this bold attempt 

we return to examine what Harlem represents and how we can incorporate 

the ethos and culture of this community within our spaces. Harlem rep-

resents a rich history of culture, political movements, music, literature and 

art. 

We envision that these spaces, though flexible in their programmatic struc-

ture will become cultural and social anchors to foster multi-generational 

bonding. This mentorship strategy will attempt to address different prob-

lems experienced by the youth by encouraging social interactions between 

the youth and an older population through shared activities in the per-

forming arts, music, debates and fine art. The incorporation of intertwined 

and connecting ramps further encourages these very important social 

interactions and encounters, essentially promoting what we want to term 

multi-generational flux.

MULTI- GENERATIONAL FLUX  | BROADWAY STORIES
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SECTION PERSPECTIVE COLOR BLOCK 
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SECTION PERSPECTIVE COLOR BLOCK 

PLAN COLOR BLOCK 
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SECTION OBLIQUE ELEVATION OBLIQUE 
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Our damage system investigates the medical mistrust of the healthcare system by minorities  and the Tuskegee Study 
serves as the  basis of our analysis.In 1932, the US government together with the Tuskegee Institute began a study to 
record the natural history of syphilis in black males. 600 poor and illiterate black men were enrolled in the study. When 
penicillin was discovered in 1942 to be an effective treatment for the disease, that information was withheld from the 
participants. The subjects were followed to death and  about a 100 participants died as a result.

 GUINEA PIG FEAR FACTOR | TRUST INTERMEDIARIES | DAMAGE CONTROL   

LOCATION: Harlem, New York 

SEMESTER : Core II | Spring 2023

CRITIC : Carlyle Fraser  

The compounding effect of the legacies of the historical exploitation of 

minorities by the medical and healthcare industry has caused a phenome-

non termed the Guinea Pig Fear factor . Minority communities have grown 

suspicious of the healthcare system and exhibit a reluctance to access 

medical care for fear of being experimented upon. This systematic build up 

of mistrust for the healthcare system results generally in very poor health 

outcomes within these minority groups. 

 

We are proposing as part of the solution to the issue of mistrust the decen-

tralization of  portions of the healthcare system by breaking it down into 

smaller manageable modules that can be deployed to underserved com-

munities.

 

One of the modules revolves around the barber as a trusted member of 

the community with very strong relationships with his clientele.  Our inter-

vention seeks to leverage these existing relationships cultivated by barbers 

by employing them as intermediaries of trust between minority communi-

ties and the healthcare system. We are proposing a new medical typology 

where barbering shops are merged with medical treatment rooms to serve 

as primary care centers.
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Decentralized healthcare system within a hub and spoke framework
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 Our intervention will concentrate on barbering shops 
and beauty salons. Historically, barbers, then known 
as barber-surgeons, provided limited medical services 
like leeching and tooth extraction. They were known as 
doctors of the short robe  while formally trained doc-
tors were called doctors of the long robe.

Why these institutions? Trust forms the foundation of 
their operations. The barbershop serves as a commu-
nity hub where people gather to get information,ad-
vocate and share their concerns in a non judgemental, 
democratic  and safe manner. The barber is a trusted 
member of the community with very strong relation-
ships with his clientele. 





 BLOCK PARTY | STATES OF HOUSING | ADAPTIVE REUSE   

LOCATION: Harlem, New York 

SEMESTER : Core III | Fall 2023

CRITIC : Gary Bates
   
COLLABORATION : James Churchill 

Harlem is historically an artistic and cultural hub. 

In acknowledgement of the rich history of the neighborhood, we are pro-

posing the incorporation of art into our project to respond to the ethos, 

the spirit and sensibilities of the community. 

Our intention as designers is to provide a blank / unfinished facade and 

through participatory design practices facilitate the weaving of sunscreens 

and wind blockers in the corridors by the users. This move allows the resi-

dents to relate more intimately with the architecture.

This collaborative design approach elicits community engagement and 

sharing involving users which makes them active producers of the architec-

ture rather than passive consumers and that process of engagement may 

contribute to some sense of  responsibility and ownership. 
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GARDENS

COMMUNAL  SERVICES 

 UNITS

PLAYGROUND _PARK

CIRCULATION

AMPHITHEATER

            UNIT TYPES 
SMALL - 600 SQUARE FEET
 
MEDIUM - 750 SQUARE FEET
 
LARGE - 950 SQUARE FEET
   

            CHILD DAY CARE CENTER 
            ADULT  DAY CARE CENTER 
            FINANCIAL LITERACY CENTER
            OFFICES    

            PERFORMANCE SPACE
            COMMUNITY GATHERING SPACE     

            RUNNING PATH CONSTRUCTED WITH RECLAIMED BRICKS 
            INTEGRATED LANDSCAPE

    

            GARDEN AND RELAXATION SPACES ON SOME FLOORS    

            SINGLE LOADED CORRIDORS
            CENTRAL ELEVATOR AND STAIR CORE  
            FIRE STAIRS
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TYPICAL ONE-BEDROOM APARTMENT TYPICAL TWO-BEDROOM APARTMENT
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RĪZ-HŌME questions the notion of migration or displacement 

as exceptional. The program is a modular shelter and landscape 

design on the peninsula of Floyd Bennett Field. The shelter 

comprises modules of easily-stored steel framing and phrag-

mites-thatched roofs and walls. T

hese modules become flexible permutations of shelter design 

and a landscape that connects the community to New York City 

via umbilical improvements to Flatbush Avenue. By following 

precedents of both NYC’s emergency shelter protocols and NPS’ 

emergency phragmites control programs, the project transforms 

an emergency program into a warm, long-term community 

space.
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RIZ-HOME | RECEPTION | IN CASE OF EMERGENCY | 
CONTESTED TERRITORIES

LOCATION: Floyd Bennet Field, Jamaica 
Bay, New York 

SEMESTER : Advance IV | Spring 2024

CRITIC : Havard Breivik-Khan 
   
COLLABORATION : Val Flanon 
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          SACRED TURN | HALLOWED PATHWAYS   

LOCATION: New York City, New York 

SEMESTER : AdvanceV | Fall 2024

CRITIC : Ziad Jamaleddine
 

Our approach to reclamation of this sacred ground is rooted in the  idea of 

peeling and revealing to engage directly with the sacred ground properly, 

which is  estimated to be 25 feet below grade.We were inspired by the Lal-

ibela churches carved out of rock in Ethiopia. Our aim is to remove care-

fully  and reveal the lost material culture of the site through the process 

of shoring and sheathing to preserve the structural integrity of the spaces 

created and subsequently create carved volumes , niches and  celebratory 

spaces.

These spaces will make for either curated and sensorial engagement with 

the sacred ground or individually led expereinces. 

We have created different programs for archival and research, small and 

large programs, personal reflection and contemplation spaces. 

The  sacredness of this space is masked by New York’s  urban structure so 

we intend to block access to this space and introduce lenses in the ground 

that  change the gradient , texture and feel of the space to reinforce the 

sacredness of this area. These lenses also bring sunlight into our subterra-

nean hallowed pathways.

 



300 FT

50 FT

TED WEISS FEDERAL BUILDING

OFFICES FOR THE COALITION FOR THE PROTECTION AND
PRESERVATION OF SACRED SPACES

PROPERTY VALUE : $211,703,000  

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE CENTER
REFLECTION SPACES 
MUSEUM
PROPERTY VALUE :$113,184,000 

  

NYC MUNICIPAL ARCHIVES
 
CENTER FOR RESEARCH AND
ARCHIVES

PROPERTY VALUE :$85,612,000    

 
GENEOLOGY RESEARCH CENTER   

300 FT

50 FT

PROPERTY VALUE :$88,608,000 

        In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

Centered on the current African Burial Ground  Memorial, 
we convey the following land in New York City between 
Duane Street to the North, Chambers to the South, 
Broadway Street to the West, and Centre Street to the 
East, extending 30 feet below grade, and 70 feet above 
grade on all boundaries.  

The Waqf will be supported by the General Services 
Administration of the United States Federal Government 

The administrator of this Waqf is the Community Coalition 
for the Protection and Preservation of Sacred Spaces. 
The Coalition is made up of the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission of New York City, Community Activists and Civic 
Leaders, City Council Members, Academics, and 
Archeologists. 

The beneficiaries of this waqf are the descendants of the 
numerous families buried at the location of the African 
Burial Ground who can trace their genealogy to their 
interred ancestors. 

The high-level benefits of the waqf will be to create 
solemn spaces underground that reveal and bring 
proximity of the sacred ground to the end user. These 
spaces preserve the shared history of the site through 
the provision of archival and research resources, 
provision of spaces for reflection and contemplation, for 
mourning and celebration of the dead and spaces that 
allow users to revisit memories and help preserve local 
history through community events and rituals within these 
carved out underground volumes.

This waqf specifies the permanent closure of streets 
within its boundaries, reserving access for service and 
emergency vehicles only. This permanent closure of 
streets will create an urban landscape for the 
celebration of such ancient events and rituals as the 
Pinkster festival and the opportunity to practice other 
lost and hybridized African traditions. 

The imagined future involves the gradual expansion of 
these underground memory pathways to take over the 
streets below and above creating a living urban memorial 







1:1 FABRICATION AND DETAILS


