
















Our well-being often improves when we reconnect with our primal instincts—and 
declines when we ignore them. This proposal uses that idea to explore “primal 
architecture” and how it might shape the modern city. 
 
Our ancestral roots still influence us today, creating a deep need for connection and 
care. Multigenerational housing can support this by allowing different generations to live 
and heal together, sharing knowledge and working through challenges as a community. 
 
As a broader model, Homestead includes a system of agricultural exchange, where 
families grow and share crops through balcony networks. Each floor houses multiple 
families, creating opportunities for intergenerational support, shared wisdom, and a 
kind of informal therapy—where healing happens through living, growing, and working 
together. 
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Closet with built in Punching Bag Monolithic sink that joins the kitchen and bathroom Indoor Hearth doubling as cooktop and fireplace





The Pavilion (1885)
Women's Psychiatric 
Hospital

Phoenix House 
(1960 - 72)

Workhouse for Adolescent 
Boys and Senior Inmates

Yellow Fever Quarintine 
Zone (1870)
Tuburculosis Ward  (early 
1900s)
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ADULTS: 1981 - 1985
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1989 - 2002

ADULTS:
2002 - 2005

ADULTS AND INFANTS
DATE UNKNOWN

ADULTS: 1970 - 1981
INFANTS: 1977 - 1985

ADULTS: 1981 - 2000
INFANTS: 1986 - 1989

ADULTS AND INFANTS
DATE UNKNOWN

ADULTS:
2005 - Present

AIDS  Epidemic

Tuburculosis
Yellow Fever

COVID-19

Burials started in 1869 at the 
Northern tip of the Island

Twice a week bodies were 
ferried to this dock 
accompanied by Rikers Island 
Inmates who were to  bury 
the dead

Greenwood Cemetary, Brooklyn 
Single Plot: $21,000

Hart Island has long served as a marginalized burial ground, shaped by 
past pandemics and 150 years of Department of Corrections management.   

Their remains forming a material ecology—each allotted just 9 square 
inches within the island’s 101 acres.

Those buried on the island and their families were subject to the treatment of the incarcerated. Visitors are made to apply for visitation, prove their 
relationship, and give up their phone while being guided by a corrections officer and driven in a retrofitted corrections bus while on the island. 







Death Infrastructure, 2023

Agar, Cellulite, Brass Tubing, 
Acrylic, and Wood
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Vertical Roller Shade as Envelope Murphy Bed as Program

Single FamilyWater Closet

Single RoomCommunity Kitchen
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