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‘Woodlawn Cemetery located in Bronx, New York. Woodlawn is home to: many
mausoleums, among these, there is a:small Gothi¢ mausoleum. The Oelsner Family

commissioned the mausoleum in 1915 from E.H. Stone Monuments.

Rudolph Oelsner was born on January 1, 1850 in Germany. According to his
naturalization record he came to New York on February 24, 1873". Tt'is not known why he left
Germany, but it may have had something to do with the beer importation industry. After being in
NY for a few years, Rudolph matries Dora. Dora Oelsner was borr from German immigrant
parents in New York en April 2, 1855 Orn October 4, 1886, Rudolph and Dora have their only
child, Marthia. In Decéember 6, 1908, Martha has a.son, Rensleo. It is unclear but it appears that
his father was no longer in the picture as Rensleo’s last name was changed from Johnson to

Oclsner’..

‘The Oelsner’s did well for theniselves. Thete are census records.of them liviiig in'
Westchester, Yoikers, Long Island, and Manhattan®. In “The Long Islandei newspapeér, it lists
the Oelsner’s as being assessed at over $58,000, signifying their econioiic status’. The Oelsner’s
owned a large estate on Bay Shore on Long Island, New York, The Awixaxa®. The property was
a nine acres waterfront estate with private docks and nine-hole: golfcourse (See Figure 1). This
was a large estate representing a wealthy family. The property was sold for $100,000 in 1923 and
eventually sold and split into 4 different estate lots”. Besides his large estate and property, 1ot

much is known about Rudolph.

On September 10; 1915, Rensleo Oelsner drowns in an accident in NYC at the age of six..
Shortly after his death, preparations are made for the mauseleum to be located on the Golden

Rodlot. You can see the mausoleum as you walk up a small hill. At first it appears as though you



‘may find a teriple in the woods, but all the trees are located on different lots, with only one tree
actually located near the mausoleum. Besides this one free, there:is no foliage around the

mausoleun and whatever is there was ot inr the original plans:

All that is known about the inausoleum is from files located in Avery Library at
‘Columbia University. Among these there are drawings from E.H. Stone Monuments sent to
Woodlawn Cemetery for the proposed mausoleum en October 25, 1915. Two days later, letters
between E.H. Stone and Woodlawn are sent for excavations to begin. According to the
Examination Sheet, the exterior is rusticated Green’s Landing Main Granite on Ashlar concrete
foundations: The interior walls, and floor aré finished in 2-inch fine vein marblé. The rest of the

crypt is made of Pennsylvania Black Slate,

There is one door; containing elaborate bronze work and a stained window. There is
another stained glass window dir_ec-t'l_y across firom the entrance that was supplied by-Rudolp_h.
On the outside there are two urns flatiking the entraiice (See Figure 2). It is unknown when these
ums where placed thiere nor if they were in the original design, Thie urns sit o top of large stone

bases; indicating that something was desigried for this spot.

Another interesting addition to the Gothic design was.on May 29,1920, when there was a
statue placed on the lot. The statue is on axis with the entrance to the mausoleum. As with the
urns, the'-meauin_g of the statue is unknown. However, I was able to find pictures.of the statue
and a note stating to place the statue on the site (See Figure 3). T was told that there is-a story
atiributed to the statue. According to a groundskeeper the statue is of a maiden giﬂ. She is
holding a cloth in her lap and has a pair of scissors at the.-base of her feet. While working away a

imouse appears by her right leg, scaring her to death, literally. Unfortunately; most of these



details have been WOrn away b_y the weather.,

1In 1922, seven years after the completion of the mausoleum, Rudolph moves his family
to Port Richey, Pasco, F lorida®. On Novermnber 1, 1925 Rudolph dies and is the second person to
be buried in the mausoleum. Dora and Martha chose to remain in Florida on their property,
“Shell Mound,” an Indian burial mound. Nothing is really known about Dora, but she is the third

person o pass away on April 28,.1946 and to be placed in the mausoleum.

After her mother dies; Martha makes preparations to preserve this Indian mound referred
to as the Oelsner Mound’. The community looks upon this favorably and Martha becomes a
well-known community member, She has been said to be a kind, caring wc)ma'nw. Due to
Martha’s doings, the City Couneil designates a “Martha Oelsner Day,” gets a street named affer
her as well as a récreational park names “Oelsner Park” "', Martha dies on Deceniber 10, 1981

and is the last person to placed:in the‘mausoleum.

The firm involved in the Oelsner mausoleum, E.H. Stone, was commissioned to do three
other mausoleums at Woodlawn. One was for Ann Weaver in 19135 located on the White Wood
Lot. It has all the same materials as the Oelsner mausoleum and is treated the same. The-
differences include: 9 ¢crypts in The Weaver mausoleuin instead of 4 in the Oelsner mausoleum.

‘Another difference is an addition of four columns in the front and grander stairs (See Figure 4).

The second commission E.H. Stone does is for Grace Lyon in 1916. Tt is located on the
Butterniit Lot. This imausoleum also-has the same treatment and matetials as the previcus
mentiornied mausoleuins. The differences here are the number of erypts, being only two, and
therefore this mausoleum is a much smaller scale than the others (See Figure 5). The last.

commission - was for Mary Selmes in 1917. This is the most similar to the Weaver’s mausoleum.



There are only three crypts in here but it still has the same grand feel. There are two columns

instead of four, but all the materials and treatment are the same (See Figure 6).

The Oelsner Family isa wealthy family in New York. Rensleo Oelsner dies at a young
age in a tragic accident and the Oelsner’s find themselves commissioning a mausoleum at
Woodlawn Cemetery in Bronx, NY. This mausoleum is a unique Gothic style structure. among
structures of Classical Architecture. It is small, housing all four Oelsner memibers; but it stands

head high.- After many decades of inactivity the structure is still in great condition..
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Figure 1: Awixaway Property at Bay Shore, Long Island, New York
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Figure 2: Oelsner Mausoleum Front Facade Figure 3: Picture of Maiden Statue
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Figure 5: Lyon Mausoleum 1916

Figui'e 6: Selmes Mausoleum 1917



