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The Egg Tree project redefines urban

EGG TREE living by reimagining the bedroom as a
compact, enclosed “egg’—a sanctu-
ary that provides just enough space for
rest while maximizing communal areas.
Inspired by precedents like Nemausus
and Via Verde, we've sought to design a
nousing experience that values shared
interaction as much as personal retreat.
By limiting the bedroom to an egg-
shaped pod, we preserve more space
for public engagement, creating a vi-
brant, shared environment that balances
privacy with community.

2024 CORE Il Studio Instructor / Galia Solomonoff, Team / Vincent Zhang Location / West Harlem , NY
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On the site, we embrace the existing taxi
building and vacant house, transforming
these structures into communal hubs: a
tea house and a bathhouse, both fos-
tering relaxation and social connection.
These spaces, along with a central fo-
rum, conference hall, playground, and
daycare, create an immersive setting for
communication and community. The po-
dium level connects all communal areas,
allowing residents to easily transition
from personal spaces to shared experi-
ences.

The residential tower above the podium
consists of micro-units in the form of
lofts, each featuring unique “egg” bed-
rooms. These “eggs’ are either individu-
ally set within multi-unit configurations or
suspended in larger lofts, blending the
boundary between private and shared
living. Two levels of balconies add to the
vertical structure, with the lower balco-
ny serving as public circulation and the
upper balcony providing private planting
and relaxation zones, creating a gradient
of transparency and activity.

2024 CORE Il Studio Instructor / Galia Solomonoff, Team / Vincent Zhang Location / West Harlem , NY
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The Egg Tree project is a unigue explo-
ration of human connection and spatial
efficiency. By centering on the concept
of “egg” bedrooms, we create a housing
experience where privacy and commu-
nity coexist, promoting both individual
retreat and collective expression within a
thoughtfully integrated urban sanctuary.
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Instructor / Galia Solomonoff, Team / Vincent Zhang

2024 CORE Il Studio

15

14



GSAPP

2024 CORE Il Studio

16

e - ® |
| e |
W &9 |

€ r € '

E o ;

:

Dl @ - f

o 7_ - 'L‘:';j
N e r

Instructor / Galia Solomonoff, Team / Vincent Zhang

. {
n
[ ‘4 = Y I.-
! W
€
:n 1 &
4 al

®

.I.
o .
.

~

Location / West Harlem , NY



GSAPP

2024 CORE Il Studio
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Eggtree

Content

1 Assignment®

2 Site

3 Concept

4 Design Development

5 Proposal
6 Fabrication

Site

Desi%n

Developrment

Instructor / Galia Solomonoff, Team / Vincent Zhang
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BUILDING Phase 1 Observation

COMMUNITIES The project began with close observa-
tion of the site’s industrial falbric shaped

by the Montauk Cutoff. Through mea-
sured drawings true to scale, we doc-
umented streets, sections, and service
spaces to understand how industry
operates spatially. These observations
revealed a landscape of fragments—
loading docks, oversized doors, rall
embankments, and leftover spaces be-
neath infrastructure—that structure daily
movement and work. Rather than seeing
these conditions as background, the ob-
TEAM servation phase treated them as active
Phase 1 Alex L elements, forming the factual basis for
e b B e 2rerg later design decisions.

Phase 3 & 4 Individual work

—
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Phase 3 - Housing Aggregation

Housing is integrated within the existing
vertical cut, allowing industrial production
to remain fully operational at ground lev-
el while introducing domestic life above.
Designed for local industrial workers, the
units prioritize proximity and everyday
efficiency. Compact yet generous in light
and air, they face internal courtyards to
buffer noise while maintaining visual con-
nection to workspaces below. Reusing
existing structural bays and floor plates
minimizes demolition and reduces the
commute to a short vertical transition.

2025 Advanced IV Studio Instructor / Flores & Prats
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Instructor / Flores & Prats
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Rovina is a quiet act of listening, framing
FLORENCE time and imperfection rather than eras-

HILL ing them. The manor and rustico remain
marked by history, linked by a linear pool

/ that reflects sky and stone and trans-

ROVINA forms the rustico into a calm retreat.

Inside, light and movement shape a con-
tinuous living space grounded in original
elements and restrained contrasts. Be-
tween ruin and dwelling, Rovina carries
the past forward as lived experience.

2025 Terraviva Competition Shortlisted Role / Design Lead, Team / Hsin Rui Wu Location / Tuscany
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Inside, the existing fabric is preserved
as found — exposed stone, worn ter-
racotta, heavy timber lintels — and new
elements are introduced against it with
restraint. Smooth plaster, raw concrete,
oiled timber. The contrast is honest rath-
er than decorative. Light does most of
the work, moving through the section
across the day and making the spaces
feel continuous even where the original
structure divides them.,
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RUSTICO

1 Pool

2 Sun deck

3 Immersive pool
4 Qutdoor dining
5 Closet

6 Guest bathroom
7 Guest room

8 Deck

9 Pavilion

MANOR GF & B1

1 Entry
2 Atrium / Stair
3 Living room

4 Play room
,,,,,,, o 5 Dining
I 6 Kitchen
S SRR\ IR ENCS 7 Maid room
4]
4 % 8 Utility

= —

9 Powder room
10 Wine cellar

MANOR 2F
F Slay;: s
4 @ E @e 3 Q} N
3 P = 1 Sitting room
i 9 ==l 2 Master suite
o e B lounge
iy s e 3 Master bedroom
- i wh, . 4 Bedroom A
- I 2 g
5 L (1] [ 5 Bedroom B
= oD -',g " O 6 Media room
‘ ‘ MEZZANINE
7 Library
g B Q)
% 7 %
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This project reimagines a site in Springs,
EAST - .
ast Hampton, into an art center hon-
HAMPTON oring Philip Pavia and Natalie Edgar.
ART CENTER Inspired by site visits and the region’s
legacy of Abstract Expressionism, the
design reflects on how artists live, cre-
ate, and exhibit. Responding to both
flood risk and the poetic nature of dis-
covery on-site, | developed a raised,
low-tech structural system influenced by
my experience living in a student-built
shelter at Taliesin West.

2025 Advanced IV Studio Instructor / Robert Marino Location / East Hampton
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1 1 DISPLAY + STORAGE BACK ELEVATION 1 1 DISPLAY + STORAGE BACK ELEVATION

2025 Advanced IV Studio Instructor / Robert Marino Location / East Hampton
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“Existing buildings and 8
Art Works”

“Digital Model
as
Physical Artifact”
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INEFERNO This project envisionsltramsformihg the
ghost town of Centralia into a unique

SPA spa resort, haressing the ongoing un-
derground coal fires to create a distinc-
tive thermal spa experience. The design
leverages Centralia’s natural geothermal
properties to create a one-of-a-kind re-
treat, blending immersive relaxation with
a focus on safety and environmental
harmony.

At the heart of the resort are the spa
0O0IS, each uniguely heated by the
underground fires and crafted from
heat-transmissive local stones. These
pOoO0IS, situated at or slightly below
ground level, capture Centralia’s vary-
iINg underground temperatures, creating
a range of thermal experiences across
the site. Different types of stones, each
with a unigue heat-transmissive gquality,
fine-tune the temperature of each poal,
allowing visitors to experience varying
intensities of warmth.,

2025 Core |l Studio Instructor / Mark Wasuita Location / Centralia, PA
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A carefully designed path connects the
resort’'s main features, guiding guests
through the site while enhancing their
safety. Made from temperature-sensitive
materials, this path changes color based
on surface temperatures, signaling safe
zones and caution areas where the
ground is warmer. This not only directs
visitors but adds a dynamic, visual layer
to their experience, seamlessly blending
function with safety.

The resort’s vertically integrated design
reflects a thoughtful interaction with
Centralia’s unigue environment, aligning
elevated structures, at-ground ameni-
ties, and geothermal pools in a way that
preserves both visitor safety and Centra-
lia’'s natural heat. This project reimagines
Centralia’s ghost town legacy, transform-
INg 1t iNto a rejuvenating retreat that hon-
ors its unusual thermal landscape.

2025 Core |l Studio Instructor / Mark Wasuita

Location / Centralia, PA
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Existing Buildings
1- Centralia Fire Station
2- Residential
3- Ruin

Massage Rooms

Locker Units

New Buildings

Stearn Rooms

Lazy River

@ Abandoned Coal Pit

9 Active Vent

2025 Core |l Studio Instructor / Mark Wasuita Location / Centralia, PA
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