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Figures ). — 4. Front, Side, and.: Back. View.of the Becker Mausoleum at Woodlawn Cemetery -
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Biographical Information

Dr. Clayton Adelbert Becker, a medical doctor, banker, dnd real estate speculator, commissioned
the Becker Mausoleum, constructed by'thc Farrington, Gould-& Hoagland Mernorial Corporation, in
1929." The corporation was a prolific builder of mauscleums and is credited forat least 175 structures at
Woodlawn alone.? Dr. Becker. Lucille Copley Becker (his second wife), and Dr. Becker’s grandson

Clayton Adelbert Farrar are interred in the mausoleum. Five additional sepulchers appear to be empty.

Figures § and 6. Dr. Becker and Eucille Copley Becker®

Dr. Becker was born on July 28", 1850 near the‘town of Springwater in Livingston County, New.
York, and died of kidney cancer-at his 330-acre property, Rye Lake Farm in White Plains, New. York on
October 31st, 1928, at the age-of 78. * One of nine children, Dr. Becker was the son of tarmer Allen
Becker and his wife Mary.” Dr. Becker paid for his education at Genesee Wesleyan Seminary, in Lima,
New York, by working as a farmhand.® After working as a teacher for several years: he trained as a_
ph_y's'icia'n- at New York University Medical Center.” Dr. Becker practicéd medicine at Bellevue Hospital
in Manhattan before opening a private practice office on Park Avenue and 176" Street in 1 8?6._'8'

Dr. Becker was a founder and controiling owner of the Bronx Borough Bank trom 1898 until he:
sold his interest in 1__92?..‘) He was also a real estate investor who reportedly advised his patients on
investment opportunities before he ceased practicing medigine full-time to focus on investing. '

Dr. Becker married twice. His first wife, 'Marg_aret;. was the mother of his daughter Maude, born
sometime between 1870 and 1880.'! Margaretdied in 1905, and Dr. Becker married Lucille Cople_y, a
widow; in 1906."2 Lucille liad been married to-Johri Victor Clatke from 1888 unitil his death in 1904.13
Dr. Becker lived with Lucille and her three children by her previous marriage until-her death in 1921 14

When he died-in 1928, Dr. Becket's estate was valued at. $3,976,754 (more than $57 million in
2018 dollars), including real estate valued 4t $1,549,136. Maude and her son, Clayton Adelbert Farrar
(borrin 1913), inherited substantial life interests and cash awards. '

In 1912, Maude, described as."prominent s‘t')cia[l':y;-“ married Henry Thomas Farrar, a “Manager/

Buyer™ for Henri Bendel. ' Maude and Henry divorced in the 1930s, and Maude married Baron John




von Leidersdorff of Denmark.'” The couple lived beyond their substantial means, and when Maud was

'sued to repay a debt for dresses from Henri Bendel, she obj_'et:tefd-that she could not "make ends meet on

a-joint income of $80,000 a year."'® In 1937, she faced jail time for her debts when the court réjectecl-'her
claim that her $750,000 trust fund "on its face appears to be a substantial amount, yet, nevertheless, it is
an amount necessary-to.maintain dependent in a station to life to which she has become accustomed.”
The judge responded that "'the argument deserves no answer.""” The.couple filed for bankruptcy in
1950, and Maude died soon after, in April 1952.%" She is buried in Virginia.

Maud’s son Clayton Adelbert Farrar married Elisabeth Acker (1914-2002), an early aviatrix, in
December 1934. Clayton‘served in World War Il and was an attorney in civilian life.? The couple had
four children (Clayton Adelbert Farrar Jr., Thomas. Farrar, David S. Farrar, and Ann Farrar Browning)
and subsequently divorced. = Whern C layton died in November 1978, in Greenwich, Connecticut, he
was survived by his children. his second wife, Patricia White Farrar, and three step children. 2 No
record has been found to indicate why Clayton was biiried with his father and stepmother, rather than
with his. wife ér children.

Materials Analysis:
‘The mausoeleum faces south, towards Pine Street, in the Chestnut Hill section of the cemetery.
The H.O Armour Mausoleum is to the northwest and the Bliss Mausoleuni is to the west. Several large

trees.are very close to the mauscleum.

Figure 7. Becker Maugoleum Site Ma




The exterior of the Becker mausoleum is comprised of granite blocks. Dr. Becker specified “the:
best quality” Barre, Vermont granite, to be “fine hammered on all exposed surfaces.” > Barre granite is
riot d true granite:-but a granodierite, an intermix of quattz and feldspars that has.a finer grain structure
than true granite.”” Barre granite was.a favorite building material of Farrington, Gould & Hoagland.

The interior exposed surfaces of the mauscleum are ciad with polished pink Tennessee marble;
which can actually be a form of limestone:?’ Tt contains impurities that resemble the veins in marbie, but

are more likely to be-carbonite-deposits or other impurities in the sediments.*®

‘Figure 8. Granite:on the exterior ‘Figure 9. Tennesses Pink Marbleof the interior

Thete are eight éxtérior vents on the east and west faéing walls, covered with what is'likely a
bronze s¢reen and g_rille. Vetitilation is “further provided for by two ceiling ventilation hangers in the
¢corrtdor of the mausoleum.” The purpose of these interior hangers was to connect to the exterior

ventilations to promote airflow.?”

Figures 10 ang| 11, {iterior bronze hanger gnd exterior:brinze vént

The door is made of regulation U.S standard composition bronze, which is also used in the
window frame, fourteen catacomb rosettes, a pair of operating handles. two ceiling hangers, and eight

‘exterior vents.™ These features are likely bronze as they are non-magnetic when tested with'a magnet,




‘the cément spread, then the next storie let down into the cement.

and many of the features have oxidized to a green shade which is indicative of the presence of copper. a

component ir bronze. The structure of the interior is anchored and doweled with copper anchors.

Figure 12. lnterior anchor and exterior window frame

The mortar of the structure may have lime in‘it. The mauscleum is laid in Atlas Portland arid
White Atlas non-staining.cement. Dr. Becker instructed that “the propostion-of one-part cement to.two

parts of clean sharp sand carefully mixed dry. then water added and thoroughly cleaned and wet, then
31

Architectural Style:

The mausoleum is-designed in an-austere classical style; characterized by symmetry and spare
Classical elements, not including columns. The entire structure has-a simple cornice at the top. Above
the entablature is a shallow-peak attic. The entrance to-the mausoleum is a Doric doorway. The frame

has iniclined jambs making the opening wider-at the base than at the top; although the door itself does not

have this feature.

Eigures 13 and:14, Drawing of a Doric doorway and:the Becker front.door

There is a decorative, art-stained g_-las_s'windbw at the back of the structure that is likely a

syriibolic river of life scene. Tt is possible that the window-is Tiffany, as glass designed by Tiffany



Studios is commot at Woodlawn:** There is no craftsman’s-mark onthe window, however, and there is

no comprehensive list of Tiffany glass so it is not possible to definitively state the window's origin. 34+

Figures 15 and’ i6. Interiar vi'e\\f_(_)f' stained glass and exterior view of stained glass

The bronze doot has ten decorative panels,-each of which is outlined with guilloche; an ornament
formed by bands twisted over each other in a “continuous series, leaving circular openings which are.

often filled with round ornaments.”™*

Figures 17 and 18. Bronze door detail and panel

The mausoleum is symmetiical, with two low decorative walls extending from the East and West
facing sides of the mausoleum. A. decorative granite urn rests on a plinth at.the.end of each wing. Frets,

a decorative feature consisting of continuous “lines atranged in rectangu lar forms,™ are etigraved on

‘either wir'l__g. 36




Figure 19; Fret detail Figure 20, West-ficing wing

Condition:

Dr. Becker provided $5,000 in his will for “perpetual upkeep,” but damage to the mauscleum
indicates that it requires additional maintenance and repairs. >’ There is a good deal of dark staining on
the-structure. including on the surface of the stairs; the tops of the wings on either side, and around the
mortar kines and cornices on all faces of the mausoleum.- Additionally, the mortar between the granite

blocks on the building, on all sides, has the appearance of “dripping” down the mausoleum.

" Figute'21. West-Facing Wall Dafmage

This “dripping” effect is likely the result of water damage. Water likely entered the irterior of
the mausoleum and escaped througli the easiest past of travel — in this case likely though open joists of
the' mortar. As the watér travels through the stone, it piCksup contaminates ahd soluble components of
the mortar. The white may be a calcite déposit, left behind from evaporated watér-on the surface of the

stone.



In the interior, there is staining, possibly from previous water damage, and additional dripping

down the side of the sarcophaguses on either side of the mausoleum. This is:also likely also the result of

moistute d‘epbsit’s within the interior of the mausoleum. This water damage, both on the.interior-and

exterior, suggests long-term issues with water infilteation.

Figurés 22 anit 23, West fiicing inferior damage
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