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Foreplay

syste™ It presents the strategy of Figure to Flow, which
suggests a shift from the “Figure’ toward reposition-
ing architecture as a mediator of political relations

within dynamic systems, rather than as a
composition of static forms.




Editor’s Note

This publication abandons the limitations of the traditional
portfolio format and the culture of portfolio-making——such as aesthetic
rigidity——and instead presents ideas as arguments, blunt and unapologetic,
like a magazine.

The works are not organized or articulated to reinforce design narratives;
rather, they open thematic discussions that foray into collective argu-
ments, articles, and external voices from yarious positions.

This publication is not structured to appear radical or soO-
phisticated, but instead aims to be direct and political.




WHY FIGURE
TO FLOW ?

This MAGAZINE traces a shift from figure to
flow, repositioning architecture as a mediator
of dynamic systems rather than static forms.

In Summetr, logistical ecologies around the
Gowanus Canal reveal. It traces the evolution
of infrastructural systems—-containers, con-
duits, surfaces-—that shape patterns of ex-
traction, pollution, and dislocation.

Fall investigates housing as a networked pro-
cess—where legal, economic, and industrial
systems replace ohiect-based design.

Spring extends this thinking to rural and ur-
ban territories and their material realtionships
waste, reframing the countryside as an active
site of negotiation and overflow.

Across all, architecture emerges as a choreo-
graphic practice—one that navigates material,
social, and ecological currents to rearticulate
power, care, and spatial agency.

Infrastructure is more important than architectult
systems—logistics, housing, enersgy __that enable life at s_cal
tecture may symbolize culture, infrastructureé §tmctures it. A v
connects territories, and mediates crises, maKing it the hidden amewor

through which power, and collective futures are negouated.

Archtecture should merge with infrastructre
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Housing as renetworked
flows of production ,economy,
market and needs of society

Work investigates how housing emerges from interlinked systems:
industrial manufacturing protocols (such as homologation), finan-
cial instruments (like low-income housing tax credits), and policy
frameworks. By engaging hoth mass production and mass cus-
tomization, it reframes housing as a fluid, adaptable infrastruc-
ture—one that responds dynamically to changing demo-
graphics, legal structures, and material supply chains.

Countryside as
Logistical Flows as a Political Ground for

New grounds of Political socital enactments
o This story explores the countryside as a
Rewmng frontier for political and societal reenactments,

_ _ _ _ examining contemporary ecological and migration
This story explores the countryside as a frontier for polit- crises and their implications for architecture and soci-
ical and societal reenactments, examining contemporary ety. The research questions rural landscapes as sites of
ecolt_)glcal and mlgra_tlon crises and their |m|_JI|cat|ons for extraction, habitation, and negotiation, considering
architecture and society. The research questions rural

landscapes as sites of extraction, habitation, and nego- their role in shaping new forms of settle-

tiation, considering their role in shaping new / ment and governance
forms of settlement and gov-

ernance
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White Boxes and
hidden labour

Amazon’s distribution facility in Gowanus, Brooklyn, with its sleek,
modern design, belies the challenges faced by its workforce. Despite the
facility’s polished exterior, workers have reported grueling conditions,
including high injury rates and wage disputes. A report by the Athena
Coalition highlighted that Amazon workers face an injury rate three
times higher than the national average, attributing this to the relentless
pace and demanding quotas set by the company In response to these
conditions, Amazon drivers and dispatchers initiated an unfair labor
practice strike, picketing over 20 Amazon warehouses across the coun-
try, including the DAB5 warehouse in Brooklyn. The strike, organized
by the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, aimed to protest low
pay and dangerous working conditions. Despite Amazon’s assertion that
these workers are employed by third-party contractors, the National
Labor Relations Board has recognized them as joint employees, holding
Amazon accountable for labor practices

Amazon’s Mechanical Turk platform draws a direct line to the 18th-century illusion of the
original Mechanical Turk: a machine seemingly intelligent, but powered by hidden human
effort. Today, thousands of workers around the world perform micro-tasks—such as labeling
data, transcribing audio, or tagging images—that train and maintain AI systems. These tasks
are often repetitive, poorly paid, and largely invisible to end users. While Al appears seam-
less and autonomous, its functionality often relies on this crowdsourced digital labor. Like
von Kempelen’s chess-playing machine, Mechanical Turk conceals the reality that behind the
automation is not pure intelligence, but a distributed network of human hands.

Summer



I- PRODUCTION V- DATA
Amazon continues to rake in record profits by Amazon is notorious for its intense data-driven
selling a multitude of cheap goods from Chinese decision-making culture.According to WIRED,
factories. It's estimated that as much as 75% of Amazon’s vast empire of customer data—its
all new goods sold on Amazon come from China. metastasizing record of what you search for, what
And thanks to changes in U.S. Customs policy, you buy, what shows you watch, what pills you take,
any Chinese good priced as high as $799 on their what you say to Alexa, and who's at your front
website can enter the U.S. duty-free. door—had become so sprawling, fragmented, and
% promiscuously shared within the company that the
security division couldn’t even map all of it, much g
less adequately defend its borders. 1
quately 3
3
II- SELLERS —

Manufacturer & Direct-To-Consumer (DTC)
Brands &

Produce their products and sell them under their

=

)

own brand name

Private Label Brands
Sell products manufactured by a third party or |
contract under a different brand name

Factory Brands L vl
Brands sourced from (often overseas) factories 1)
that cut out intermediaries and go direct to global \
consumers with often lower prices | A\
Resellers

Buy products in bulk and often sell them at a high-
er price to make a profit. Act as a broker between

manufacturers/suppliers and the end consumer. . -
Aggregators | u" = P 3
Companies that purchase multiple Amazon brands a ‘I‘tllllt - 'izﬁ:&
with the purpose of consolidating and growing | ‘ul.\:'l L\ : El:'t ﬁ‘s_ag
them. L ! | e E i i
' = 3
i v
SamanE
L. o 1] !
oA
b}
) 4
Add to ca -'
II1- STORAGE
Amazon’s fulfillment centers are expanding rapidly, Are you sure you want to add 43

often transforming farmland into massive ware-
houses. In Ontario, California, a 4.1 million-square-
foot facility is being built across from a vegetable
farm, reshaping the landscape and affecting local Cancel ez

agriculture. Satellite images reveal similar devel- J 1
opments nationwide, highlighting the swift pace of

Amazon’s growth w 7
Q) ;

items to your cart?

e
ITI- CLICK - SUBSRIBE
Amazon is a walled garden. It controls all the content that appears on the e-commerce
platform. If a marketer were to place an ad on Google’s YouTube or Facebook, it may
have to worry about the type of content with which its ad would appear, as users post the
content. There is a danger that the ad might be placed next to a hate speech video or inap-
propriate content, thereby harming the brand. When the marketer advertises on Amazon,
thetre is no such worry, as Amazon controls the content on the platform. This reduces the
risk for the marketer, who would thus be willing to pay more

VI- PRIME DAY MARKETTING

The first day of Prime Day was the largest sales
day in Amazon’s history. This fall’s Prime Big Deal
Days, happening October 10 and October 11, could
be even bigger.Analysis from Greenly, a Paris-based
carbon accounting firm, found that Prime Day
2022, which resulted in $11.9 billion, accounted
for 1.2 million tons of carbon dioxide emissions.

Buy 29 items?

Operatioanl Steps of
Online Retailers

VIII- DELIVERY

DOUBLE PARKING the quantum leap in e-commerce, which
has brought hundreds of thousands of vans onto the streets.
They’re big. FedEx’s Freightliner MT45s and Amazon’s Ford
Transits, Mercedes-Benz Sprinters and Ram ProMasters are all
about eight feet wide. Streets that were tight but passable have
often wound up blocked off. New York City has reportedly given
about $750 million in parking ticket discounts to UPS, FedEx
and other companies that run up huge double-parking bills

IV- STORAGE
Amazon’s fulfillment centers are expanding rapidly,
often transforming farmland into massive ware-
houses. In Ontario, California, a 4.1 million-square-
foot facility is being built across from a vegetable
farm, reshaping the landscape and affecting local
agriculture. Satellite images reveal similar devel-
opments nationwide, highlighting the swift pace of
Amazon’s growth

VII- SHIP
The Amazon Effect? Many Consum-
ers Now Expect Standard Shipping to
Arrive in 2 Days Our survey revealed
that 48% of consumers now expect
packages to arrive within 2 days
using standard shipping. Another
31% expect packages in 3-4 days.
Only four percent of ctonsumers have
the patience to wait a week for their
packages to arrive.

A\

X- RETURN
“From all those returns, there’s now nearly
{ 6 billion pounds of landfill waste generated

a year and 16 million metric tons of carbon
dioxide emissions as well,” said Tobin
Moore, CEO of returns solution provider
Optoro. “That'’s the equivalent of the waste
produced by 3.3 million Americans in a
year.” Moore says online purchases are at

-

least three times more likely to be returned
E than items bought in a store. In 2021, a

IX- POST DELIVERY record $761 billion of merchandise was
As the largest retailer on the planet, Amazon goes returned, according to estimates in a new
through a lot of plastic. It ships 7.7 billion packages report from the National Retail Federation.
around the world each year, often using plastic air “'Somebody has to pay for that,” said
pillows, bags and protective sleeves to cushion products Micah Clausen, who sells party supplies and
during transit. Environmental advocates say these are home goods on Amazon under a third-party
some of the worst kinds of plastics: They can’t be recy- store named Iconikal. “It's falling back on
cled, and their light weight makes them prone to drifting either Amazon or the third-party seller. It
into the oceans, where they kill more large marine comes out of their bottom line and inevita-
bly makes prices go higher.”

Ay
)




"

FLUXES OF COLONISATION

UTIAL CONTACT i

LT -

e y -Hff e
Tl
iy @, 4

W,

o T
T Ak

Endless END by Acceleration

FLUXES OF LOGISTICAL REGIMES | |

111 SUMMER 2024 URIEL FOGUE - LOGISTICS 111



Gowanus Canal’s Black Mayonnaise

The Gowanus Canal, a 1.8-mile waterway in Brooklyn, is one
of the most polluted bodies of water in the United States. Once
a hub of industrial activity, it became a dumping ground for
chemical waste, raw sewage, and heavy metals from tanneries,
coal plants, and oil refineries. Decades of contamination turned
the canal into a toxic site with dangerously low oxygen levels
and a thick layer of “black mayonnaise’” sediment. Designated a
Superfund site in 2010, it remains a symbol of industrial ne-
glect and environmental injustice. Cleanup efforts continue, but
challenges persist in balancing remediation with rapid gentrifi-
cation.

In the Red Hook area
of Brooklyn, Amazon has
opened two facilities, with
a third set to open later
this year. Together, these
structures will comprise
more than 800,000 square
feet of warehousing space,
casting long shadows over
the surrounding commu-
nity. The influx of vehicles
and infrastructure has
prompted residents to take
action, installing traffic,
air quality, and sound sen-
sors to collect data and
understand the impact.

URIEL FOGUE - LOGISTICS 112




Time replaces space as a primary
organizational tool, how flexible dis-
tribution replaces rigid zoning, and
how architecture itself becomes an
interface for operational flows.

Spaces of fulfillment—warehous-
es, hig box stores, truck routes—are
not neutral; they are architectures

Walmart’s logistics infrastructure
offers a potent example of how
corporate strategy and supply chain
management directly shape archi-
tectural and urban form. Far from
being just a retailer, Walmart oper-
ates as a logistical empire, optimiz-
ing every square inch of its stores,
warehouses, and transport routes to
achieve maximal efficiency.

M ost consequential
architectural decisions
today may not he made hy
designers, but hy systems
analysts and supply chain
engineers. In this sense,
logistics becomes a shadow
discipline of architecture—
one that architects must
confront if they are to
meaningfully engage with
the forces shaping contem-
porary space.

Mode of operation of logistical forces on three mediums/
4141 -Hcontainer conduits, and surfaces 1= A Ll S
ated in conjunction accelerate consumption and foster asymmetric
exchanges, destahilizing existing systems and actors in the network,
ranging from plants and water to workers.

of control, economy, and labour

CONDUITS

Cities are no longer
shaped primarily by archi-
tectural or civic intention
but increasingly by the
flows of goods, data, and
people coordinated by vast
logistical networks. These
networks—comprising
potrts, airports, fulfillment
centers, and data sys-
tems—redefine the city’s
spatial and temporal logic

CONTAINERS

so1381507
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Gowanus . Brooklyn

Plants at

Poisoned

b -y
RE- PLASTIC SHEETS
AS PLANT BOX

The Poisoned plants are
collected by the movin
garden in neighborhoods

image recognition, and
hyperspectral imaging
to track growth and
gauge plant health. This
performance allows locals
1o visit the moving garden
in action, resituating the
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Plastic brick making is an innovative
process that transforms non-recyclable
or discarded plastic waste into durable
construction materials. The process
begins by collecting and sorting plastic,
typically polyethylene or polypropylene.
The plastic is then cleaned, shredded into
small flakes, and melted at controlled
temperatures. Once liquefied, the plastic
is mixed—sometimes with sand or other
additives—to improve strength and ther-
mal resistance. This molten mixture is
then poured or extruded into brick molds
and compressed under pressure to ensure
density and uniformity. After cooling, the
bricks are demolded, quality-checked,
and ready for use. These bricks are
lightweight, water-resistant, and highly
durable, offering a sustainable alterna-
tive to traditional clay or concrete bricks
while helping to reduce plastic pollution
and landfill waste.
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urban relays for effective goods handling
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Psychedelic photos of
Pollution in the
Gowanus Canal

Steven Hirsch

Brooklyn’s Gowanus Canal, long infamous
for its industrial toxicity, has found an
unlikely chronicler in photographer Ste-
ven Hirsch. In his series Gowanus Waters,
Hirsch captures the canal’s polluted surface
in striking detail, revealing swirling patterns
of iridescent purples, greens, and blues that
resemble abstract paintings or cosmic vis-
tas. These images, born from over a century
of chemical runoff and waste, transform en-
vironmental degradation into haunting visu-
al art. Hirsch’s work not only documents the
canal’s polluted state but also invites view-
ers to find unexpected beauty amidst de-
cay. As the Gowanus undergoes Superfund
cleanup efforts, his photographs stand as a
testament to the complex interplay between
nature, industry, and art.
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SANTHOSH NARAYANAN

The Post Fordist Landscape - Emerging Logistical Empires

Amazon’s distribution facility, with its sterile appearance, conceals the struggles of its workers, who face injuries and wage disputes, as
highlighted by recent protests. Similarly, the nonhuman entities in Gowanus are at risk. Poisoned plants, serving as material witnesses
to rising heavy metal levels in the groundwater, remain largely ignored and uncared forThese overlooked potentials are reimagined
in the concept of moving gardens, where the conveyor infrastructure and automation of such facilities are repurposed to study and

nurture plants. The moving garden collects plants from neigborhoods in plastic boxes and inventories them at the facility. Utilizing

cWonveyor systems, image recognition, and hyperspectral imaging, it monitors plant growth and health. This interactive performance

invites locals to observe the moving garden in action, resituating these material witnesses, once relegated to distant labs and scientific

journals, into accessible, community-centric spaces.monitors plant growth and health. This interactive performance invites locals to

observe the moving garden in action, resituating these material witnesses, once relegated to distant labs and scientific journals, into
accessible, community-centric spaces.
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Santhosh Narayanan
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Housing as renetworked
flows of production ,economy,
market and needs of society

Work investigates how housing emerges from interlinked systems:
industrial manufacturing protocols (such as homologation), finan-
cial instruments (like low-income housing tax credits), and policy
frameworks. By engaging hoth mass production and mass cus-
tomization, it reframes housing as a fluid, adaptable infrastruc-
ture—one that responds dynamically to changing demo-
graphics, legal structures, and material supply chains.

Whats homelessness really like?
a report

From Corbu to Heterogeneity
argument

What is Housing
lilorary

Topological Imagination
a prototype

Constructed Forms of
Subjetivity
homes for the homeless
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New Programs,
New Technologies
+ Topologies

Michael Bell
Fall 2025

This project confronts the limitations of convention-
al housing by addressing the urgent needs of the
unsheltered and the aging without access to bene-
fits. It proposes a new architectural program that
redefines shelter beyond the traditional frameworks
of the single-family home, private ownership, and
market-driven typologies.

As retail collapses and the boundaries between
work, education, and domestic life dissolve, the stu-
dio investigates how architecture can respond to
shifting economic, climatic, and social pressures. The
aim is not to rehouse people within outdated mod-
els, but to ask: What if housing as we know it is no
longer viable? What spatial, financial, and collective
systems can emerge in its place?

25| FALL 2025 MICHAEL BELL - HOUSING 125
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Shea Anderson

How did you come to experience homelessness?
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@ How did you get by?
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Yvonne Soy g

Angela Mondragon

Jose Blar §ioe
— How didyou keep your spirits?
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Has anybody hietped 2
How did you spend your days? .
\:::“ Russell T. Wilson
JJ oy Vhat made things harder?
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Dan Benac

What wotjld you want others to know?
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What was it like in the shelter?
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Angela Mondragon |-
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ff It's not an easy thing to talk about. It's not ™, !
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something you're proud of. Once you're in
this situation, you pretty much have hit rock
bottom. There's nothing more.
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v ) ‘I ! youcandois get an appointment i i
U\ ‘ to see a social worker. These ma '
100 ' _
L] { appear to be small things, but, for 1 !
i A . | i
i us, they're big. | :
e I / \
o »hy I
‘I ; \\ ,{ i - -
.. !
'1
]

I'm on disability, but | also
work for three or four
organizations. Dol feel |

e S

t.,,..-*b:-ﬂ

L

# _Imoved into Denver's first tiny-home

I e Anderson Eg “9u Sean Johnson
- N QY - ——
At parks | could just blend in and relax: 4 “‘i”;‘ un mw — g T,
i j There wasn't anything that had to be \\“ AN E) " By time they ma::l F I've got akey.lcancomeandgoas!|
1 . [ g y
. ‘ b‘;:!ih" thelrel Was“ft ?t“‘-" ‘abSk that h;“_jftlc’ a friend it's like, oh, { please...| can roll my window downand |
f one. | always felt embarrassed i ' . . {
| ; g | wehawibgotoa § have a conversation without somebody |
| was hanging out in a spot where | had to \ new shelter { i : {
i\ buy something, and daily living was so ““-\“_ o7 "\ pissing on the floor..Peace is way 7
involved..l could go to a park with a library } e -\.‘ underrated. o
\\ book and just hang out for hours. ¥ S

TN S T L O TR W -

Eddieron Smith

&

| f
ac 9n)
=)
g\

_ q
I c<sica — b i ™ e
L _ E > i = .-L ] o Nobody had a
The shetter on the Lower A I'm never houseless, butI've ped ot R j :;;‘E« ! | program that was
East Side had it going on: \ y ' i"_ always been homeless J! alkaTs) \ R {l;_f:-:'- \13 | designed forasingle
very low staff-to-resident i ' g\\ - m— | Nt | e bl oS man with a child.
ratio, little barricades in B = 4
" ) J"'F
between beds, people l L 2L
would display their f ‘ ) T P e
artwork, you had your 3 ) 5, 7 = RN f
/ One of the things that kept me % v \
own closet and a real I { ; <\ m o ~
) Y and another girl sane was a pair v A H
Py ¢
blanket..It was bright N2 of headphones and my iPhone ;II Aaryn Lo )
orange- really ugly- but it | o 7 R 4 A A A -
was warm and W - o s i T e My
) | ff -~ . . \
Y, Comforting. .r"_-‘ - ALY / At my grandma’s, in the backyard, there was this ™
T N o / little shed. It was blue and wooden and empty.
=
[ ) O/

And there was a hole that brought into it... | would
go in the shed to just get away from everyone,

stable? A little bit. Secure? ¢ . ;
: e P, village for the homeless, Beloved iy T - = Flear my. m'”.d' have person;:—:il s'pace, dothe /
A ——— ‘ Community Village. When | started the s J;—\ l bF The firet " things that | enjoy. Because | didn't have a room r
application process, the village wasn't built RS J' 2 van: g? iod - to go do that, "____J'
. yet. So every day, | was at job site, building - [1 "'l" : " lliomflorta;le |rl:.|t was ) \mg i - -l
my home and helping others build theirs.wf-"" 5‘:r:|’"gj | challenging. But this van, the S i —
e R A )f . { bed is really comfortable. |
. - PR il AR LT AT LT e [ Y . .
t ¥ G :J ") i‘ finally have the right foam. |
e - 1 t's taken me over 10 years of Pt o
@_ l van-camping to get it right: W coedlal R . o, J— -~
: Wizl 1 Wileon trial and error..Isn't it kind of l The feeling of being safe, the r"' I made a camp underneath ﬂ"\
/i 5 S crazy where foam becomes a 4 E feelingofhavinga placeto | N an oak tree .,.-”
I €] e — i | : . call home and having a Wi, gy A . vl
s ; N e § You forget about your birthday, about \ part of your life? You know, RarealimailioR insmg of & 'J e ‘-'
i3 P o
/" I'min ahalfway house with a lot of sober & Christmas. You really don't want to tolerate who cares, foam? _— P.0. box. ;
guys, older guys, trying to maintain \ talking to people... You can be in a room full A i 438
sobriety. I'm following in their footsteps. It's i of people and be completely alone. 7
like they're a good anchor for me... F | RS I— L o
B . 7~ - o~ Cn
T . 7 o |
- T i e, WL L{::’--.-- f_.: '_“-a :- _“E,:_\}‘
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ELEMENT MATERIAL

METRIC SPECIFICATION APPLICATION/ASSEMBLY STRCTURAL ROLE  PERFORMANCE | PERFORMANCE

PIN SUPPORT

LOAD TRANSFER

JL [ | Founoanion CONCERETE | 3200cum i
v

123 pile (4-9 meters)

AXIAL TRANSFER

38M Total Height
LOAD TRANSFER

400-550mm dia

7 & fl T 7800 sgm area
<‘ / SEAES CONCERETE 80 m lang

COLUMN COMCERETE

IN SITU HOIST

SUPPORT
SKELETON

S CANTILEVER = CONCERETE | 125m CANTL EVER
:::? BEAMS CONCERETE ot sesms ke wibog sz SPAN
N__— | CELNG PLASTER INSITU INSITU ROOF PROTECTION
A 7 WALL & 1000 sq.m south facing INSULATION
g CURTAIN WAL 6LASS BRICK | Floor to Cailing strp ASSEMBLED PRE FABRICATED PRIVACY - LIGHT LIGHTING
B windows { fenetres DN SITE HYGIENE
= B &n longuer )
. itn e
AENT B Ory | 78 Cm composia wan on e Y Lam) NON LOAD BEARING mru&*}u&
ﬂ »
A I I I ACCES
H E E N E Y S AtIEEOET

0 " PROTECTION AESTHETICS
. ASSEMBLED N
RAILING MS STEEL SRARURSARINED e PRE FABRICATED LDAD BEARING SUPPORT

Dog legged stairacse

STAIRCASE CONCERETE | Lo e ord i st INSITU INSITU LOAD BEARING ACCESSIBILITY
[] GLASS BRICK cihcEqzfe: | Bexlgomblocks ASSE\;?% P e FABRICATED NON LOAD BEARING LIGHT DIFFUSION
Q WHCOW FRAME MS STEEL “ngﬂfn PRE FABRICATED LOAD BEARING SUPPORT
';l AN WAt ciiss BExWEcmBOTkS | somTagied s ASSEMBLED | ppe FABRICATED NON LDAD BEARING el
@ BRIE SOLLE CONCRETE INSITU INSITU NON LOAD BEARING ﬁ:g?!é?.mq
FLODRING GERAMIC TILE | 15 X15cm Blocks ASSEMBLED  ppe papRicATED NON LOAD BEARING AESTHETICS

on aslab ON SITE

= 1000

Z CLIMATE
= AIR CONDITIONING M.5 STEEL

IN SITU PRE FABRICATED LDAD BEARING CONTRO

R

DIVIDE BETWEEN LABOUR AND MAKER OF PLANS OF ENGINEED BUILDER IN A CAPITALISTIC MARKET ALL DATA FROM FLC { Foundation Le Corbusier Archives|

p )‘a\,‘;.x.\..x.u.

INITIAL COST 180 Francs / m3
FINAL COST 270 Francs / m3
10 percenty architect fee
SUNK WELL FOUNDATIONS
10 MONTHS TIME

A
;
L
]
4

WAL LR LR LR

w‘\\\_\\

The transcription rethinks and challenges not only preconceived modes of
living but also preconceived modes of templated designing housing

Transcription would reanimate the technical specifity of the Salvation Army
building to individual subjectivity ,

the project will create a housing with 30 people as stand-ins so that the build-
ing could be constructed based on the subjectivity

of its occupants. The people living in the building would become the
organizing principle even ordering system .

e o o g e e o e PP
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Conversations on Dwelling

Is house a visual subject or
a technical subject or an economic subject ?

30 | FALL 2025 MICHAEL BELL - HOUSING 130



If problems of housing is linked to its
Mode of production,

How do we mass produce house also-
mass customise to users specificity ?

Can pre- fabricted or industrially produced
homes offer a solution to housing crises ?

Topological Imagination

ARITHMETIC CALCULUS
FIXED VARIED FIELD
TEMPLATE SUBJECTIVE
BLUPRINT INDIVIDUAL

2
VRN

N
P
AN

0. 3 !“'
X0
5
P
o5e
58
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Constructed Forms of Subjectivity

Prefabricated Houses that can form different dwellings

32 | FALL 2025 MICHAEL BELL - HOUSING 1|32



Prefabricated Houses that can form different urban configurations

33 1 FALL 2025 MICHAEL BELL - HOUSING 133
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Prefabricated Houses that can form different aggregation

34 | FALL 2025 MICHAEL BELL - HOUSING | 34



Prefabricated Houses that can form
unique articulations

dICHAEL BELL - HOUSING | 35



Prefabricated Houses that can
articulate density

361 FALL 2 MICHAEL BELL - HOUSING 136
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Prefabricated Houses that can form social

condens
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Prefabricated Houses that can be modular and

can be flexible to dweller’s needs

MICHAEL BELL - HOUSING |38

38 | FALL 2025



Prefabricated Houses that can be modular and
can be flexible to dweller’s needs

39 I FALL 2025 MICHAEL BELL - HOUSING 1|39
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Issuue

Spring 25

Leonidas & Eleni Trampoukis
Santhosh Narayanan
TA: Devansh Shah

Countryside as

a Political Ground for
socital enactments

This story explores the countryside as a

frontier for political and societal reenactments,

examining contemporary ecological and migration
crises and their implications for architecture and soci-

ety. The research questions rural landscapes as sites of

extraction, hahitation, and negotiation, considering
their role in shaping new forms of settle-

ment and governance

Spring

Cityside vs Countryside ?
a dichotomy

Lesson’s from the past
Joseph Paxton and Charles Fourier

Material Practice from home
Mode of production

Travelling circus of Material
A enactment

Reindustrialising Hudson Yards
industrial arhchitecture
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A countrysnle dweller S
gulde 1 the, future

Betwe;n Self
The world

Leonaidas & Eleni Tranpakois
Spring 2025

The studio investigates the concept of “radical environ-
ments” as interfaces between self and world, challeng-
ing participants to explore architecture’s potential to
mediate the human experience through space. Drawing
inspiration from these historic movements, this studio
will challenge participants to design visionary interven-
tions in the public realm. It will emphasize the

design of spaces that can embody conceptual ambitions
and the materialisation of these concepts through fabri-
cation. By grounding speculative designs in a deeper
understanding of construction and materiality, this stu-
dio seeks to balance visionary thinking with

tangible expressionnect with the spatial realm.We are
inherently political, and our work is ultimately to form
diplomatic strategies for the masses to superorganize
world-building and navigate times of crisis.

43



AL ¥ S1UES

......

our cities and social
structures to manage
the waste

we generate?

We must now confront the
unsustainability of our
— current model before it
collapses under its waste.

y of Superstudio’s \F&
* work in the present ?

t as static built
-4 - structures But as dynamic, immersive contexts
(i (%vhere nature and culture intersect

A reimagining of architecture no

Today, logistical urbanism—
where cities are shaped by
e-commerce, warehouses, =
and distribution networks— i
mirrors the very consum- 7
erism Superstudio warned /
against. Urban spaces now
prioritize efficiency and
profit over human connec-
tion and environmental /
sustainability, creating a

|
hyper-connected system of |
endless consumption. ‘

Can we hreak free |
from this cycle?




Metabolism -
a radical makeover of the en-
tire land... Japan spread out

Whats the relvancy of Metabolist’s - . - , 2= over the world to define the
sl - N : contours of a post-Western

work in the present ? e S I aesthetic - RK
T I ———— ™ — -, . ! How do we farm
& in the future?

o -

"lb.!

Ce e

How do we comprehend
the man made borders ?

s Do we respect the
border’s of the nature ?

The Metabolist notion of con-
quering and reimagining the
land can be seen today in proj-
ects like the reimagining of the
countryside for sustainability,
the Tesla Gigafactory’s indus-
trial model, the US-Mexico
wall that redefines territorial
boundaries while raising ethical
concerns about exclusion, and
NEOM, the futuristic city in the
desert. These developments push
the boundaries of land use and
urbanism, challenging tradition-
.. al notions of space and growth.




Lesson’s from the past ..

on Nature culture & co-living in the rural

The extant Waterlily House in
Kew Gardens was built as an it-
eration of Paxton’s invention in
1852. The modular manufactur-
ing made it possible for the iron-
made sexualizing-devices to be
introduced in upper-middle-class
residential architecture.

One of the main architectural
endeavors of nineteenth-century
was to engineer glasshouses to
introduce the sexualized speci-
mens of remote colonial territo-
ries into British homes.

Charles Fourier’sPhéIénstefy

Fourier imagined the Phalanstére as a
kind of “'social architecture’: vast coop-
erative dwellings housing 1,600 to 1,800 1TF
people, arranged to maximize social &
interaction, economic efficiency, and
personal fulfillment. -
(L.u-lu-.a_-"; :
f Each resident would live in private i
W quarters but share communal spaces like
' § kitchens, dining halls, workshops, and
gardens. R
Division of labor would be based on
desire and ability—not necessity —with
every person rotating between different
kinds of work throughout the day.

Joseph paxton’s waterlillies

[Nov. 17, 1848,

THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS.

Charles Fourier, a French uto-
pian socialist born in 1772, was
a radical thinker who envisioned
cooperative living through

The most successful of these was the Fa-
milistere de Guise, built by industrialist

“Phalanstéres” He ch ioned Jean-Baptiste André Godin in northern “The Familistere,” wrote The New Statesman,
alans er%s' € Ct abrlnp'm.‘e France. Godin, inspired by Fourier’s writ-  “was essentially collective property.” Alongside
Progressive ideas, notably coin- ings, created an industrial-residential their apartments, residents had access to schools,

ing the term féminisme to advo-
cate for women’s rights. Though
eccentric and controversial, his
early support for gender equali-
ty marked a pioneering moment
in feminist thought

hybrid where workers in his stove factory —nurseries, laundries, libraries, and even a swim-

lived not in squalor, but in majestic glass-  ming pool—all on-site. By the 1880s, over 2,000

roofed buildings centered around com- people called it home. It was not just a housing

munal courtyards. experiment, but a social reformation: a coopera-
tive model that prefigured what we now call
rural cohousing.

FAR 1aANTES WATERART [TieToema measa’l 1 FLawTn AT SHATEWCREIL
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CULTIVATED %
BUILDING |
MATERIALS

it Nt Bevensees o
s —————"

A R
Wood Foam

Insulating Panels "a"s Agricultur’al Waste
! Insulating Panels

COUNRTYSIDE

o]

L

Bamboo Panels
Load Bearing

Mycelium Bricks
Load Bearing Bricks

Strawjet Cables
Straw waste

"

Corrugated Blocks
Load Bearing

Alusion Stabilized
Aluminium Foam Panels
Finishing Panels

INBETWEEN

Plastic Bricks
Load Bearing Bricks
z -

FOAMGLAS Té+ e
Insulating Blocks -

Label printer waste
Load-bearing

Tuff Roof
Waterproofing Panels

Demolition waste
Waterproofing

G [ [

gl

Rural Urban Material Relationships
47



Re-networking Rural Urban Material Relationships




PLANT HARVEST COLLECT SHRED COMPRESS PANEL CARPENTRY
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Travelling Circus of Material Practice

Could the future be reimagined in
the countryside? What if the coun-
tryside itself became a model for
revitalizing rural areas, transform-
ing from a space of neglect to one
of innovation? As cities struggle to
accommodate growing populations
and the pressures of urbanization,
the countryside can evolve into a
dynamic space—one that’s no longer
isolated, lonely, or just a refuge for
the unemployed and elderly.

With the development of rapid trans-
portation systems, villages could
become more permeable, attracting
disillusioned urbanites seeking better
living conditions. The countryside
could offer not just an escape, but a
new way of life, due to technological
advancements in farming
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This vision could be enacted as a
movement led by marginalized rural
communities and migrant popula-
tions, who have historically been
sidelined in the dominant societal
narrative. The architecture of these
communities—built around new
material practices and self-organiza-
tion—could serve as a platform for
politicization.

By embracing these marginalized
voices, we could counteract domi-
nant social, political, and economic
systems, and offer new models for
sustainable, collaborative living.
This would be a new stage for rural
politics: a rural uprising, grounded
in the potential for regeneration and
eco-conscious development.

The model takes inspiration from the
moving circus tradition—a metaphor
for the fluid exchange between rural
and urban areas. The “Moving Coun-
tryside Club” would serve as a phys-
ical manifestation of this exchange.
This project would feature four
pavilions constructed using agro-bio
materials sourced from rural areas.
These pavilions would travel between
cities and countryside, demonstrating
how these materials can be used to
rebuild communities, reduce waste,
and generate new forms of living.

The movement, like the circus, would
create a sense of mobility and fluidity
between two traditionally disconnect-
ed realms, offering a tangible example
of how the countryside and the city
can become interconnected through
material practices.
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The Open Arena

An open, inviting space
for performances, built
using discarded industrial
materials. Recycled steel
sections, I-beams, and cor-
rugated metal panels form
its structure, while shading
is provided by roofing pan-
els made from agro-bio
composites and recycled
plastic tiles. This pavilion
serves as a transparent

The Screening
Space

A platform for projecting
agendas, discussions, and vi-
sual narratives, constructed
from discarded LCD and LED
screens sourced from e-waste
dumps in the city. Beyond its
function as a screening area,
this pavilion embodies the
notion of waste, repairabil-
ity, and circular reuse, chal-
lenging conventional ideas of
technological obsolescence.
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The Barn of Tomorrow

A mobhile structure critiquing urban greenhouses,
designed to move with the traveling circus. As it
journeys from place to place, it collects and distrib-
utes heirloom seeds, fostering hiodiversity and re-
viving traditional agricultural practices. By sharing
and diversifying plant varieties, it becomes a living
archive of rural and agricultural knowledge.




Re-Indutrialising Husdon Yards

NN ETEVEIE

We do not need another High Line.

We do not need more architectural spectacle-as-park, more elevated detachment, more
aestheticized obsolescence repackaged for consumption. What the High Line once re-
claimed as leftover infrastructure has now become a catwalk for passive spectatorship, a
museum of gentrification, and a linear selfie stage for the few.

Hudson Yards is its inevitable conclusion:
A verticalized, hyper-curated fortress, optimized for profit extraction, where “public”
space exists only as long as it performs visually, economically, culturally.

Instead, we propose Waste Park.

Not above the city. Inside it.

Not curated views, but confronted systems.

Not performance, but participation.

Not consumption, but circulation.

Where people don’t walk above wastethey walk with it.

Where value is not derived from abandonment, but from reintegration.

Where architecture does not romanticize ruins, it activates renewals.

Because the very land Hudson Yards occupies was once a logistical underbelly.
Because the High Line was once a freight artery —not a photo-op.

Because repair is more radical than nostalgia.

Hudson Yards gave us the Vessel, a staircase that leads nowhere.
Waste Park gives us circulation that means something.

It's time to reclaim the city’s base layer: its waste, its work-
ers, its flows. Not as burden but as opportunity.as shared
future,




MSW STREAM BY WEIGHT
IN NEW YORK STATE
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Urban Mining

O S
/— 1 \

From waste to building materials
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4398680
tonnes of household waste
treated

51.6%

—————

Population
9519000

inhabitants

2270650
tonnes treated at
Wte plants

32 Plants
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Approx
250000

homes (district heating homes (1.7 TWh)

14.7 TWh)

Sweden waste energy recovery as of 2012

Approx 228000000 tonnes
of MSW generated per year
(251 million US tons.)

If the United States had converted
its landfilled waste from this year
into energy, it could:

CONSERVE

Q

13.5 million sq. M from use
as landfill sites

EXTRACT

Roughly 54 million fewer
tonnes of coal

REDUCE

€02 emissions by 81 million
tonnes (equivalent to 11
million fewer cars)

11.6% Population
313914000
inhabitants
__‘\\ ’1/ \\\l
{ % i 84Plants
Approx.
26600000
tonnes treated at WtE plants
(29.3 million US tons)
51.6% (SWEDEN’S WTE RATE)
————— » % i 368 Plants
Approx
116280000
tonnes per year
65.3% (ADD 53.7% LANDFILLED)
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N, ‘ % 471 Plants
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149100000
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United States waste energy recovery, actual and projected

Approx
1160000
homes (assumes
district heating)

13.5 million sg. m
from use as
landfill sites

Approx
4600000

homes

(assumes

district heating)

Approx
6500000

homes

Approx

6500000

Approx
9180000

homes
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Spring 25

How do we take these
arguemnts outside Avery ?

Can an idea of practice emerge
from these positions ?

Introducing SUPERSEDE

Founded in 2025 at GSAPP as a transcalar practice, we operate within & beyond
the bounds of architecture. As a collective think tank, our interests lie in a multi-
tude of relationalities & interdependencies that connect with the spatial realm.

We are inherently political, and our work is ultimately to form diplomatic strategies
for the masses to superorganize world-building and navigate times of crisis.
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repair - circular - relational
Political - societal - open source

Transmutable - post capital - post global

DATA - INFORMED

we think relational

we operate transcalar

we make circular environments
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we enable agency of all beings

we breach human | non humapn |
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Unorthodox Practices

Juan Herreros
Spring 2025

If the original mission of architecture feels diluted and
being an architect feels ever so powerless we must fund-
mentally rethink the mode of operating as an architect to
gain agency via diplomacy.

How do we ideate a new form of architectural practice in
the time of enormous transformations ?

How do we create an entangled practice that bridge
seperations of profession , practice & discipline ?

How do we move forward practice of dissidence ?

How do we operate in a transcalar way ?

Introducing

Founded in 2025 at GSAPP as a transcalar practice,
we operate within & beyond the bounds of architecture.
As a collective think tank, our interests lie in a multi-
tude of relationalities & interdependencies that con-
nect with the spatial realm.We are inherently political,
and our work is ultimately to form diplomatic strate-
gies for the masses to superorganize world-building and
navigate times of crisis.

64



WAL oA,

=,

NS T IAL P TATH = AT

professional side for the clients practice side -systems of work

pamph let Profession : Local, bound hy the geographic and Practice : ancient, enduring , global and highly
political limits of licensure and the regulatory responsive to shifts in technology politics and
laws and codified values of a specific state socio-economic structures
or nation

unfolding motivations Disciplinary Philosophy Flat ontology ' Democracy of Objects

Discipline : The body of research, formal educa-
tion, and inherited values that define architecture
as an intellectual pursuit.
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climate Poower-";f’ﬁad! W A Supersede considers infrastructure to be much more
Industrial Buildings//)/ ||| AN

imporatant than architetcure
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th t / / 40 g
public, more transparen; N ! = Fai TP s y . Infrastructure |l Industrial @iData -driven design practice
& more circular A\ A0\ 2 2N R i
| ' : We consider architecture of all, infrastructure buildings
roads transits biology ecology are all equivalent,
Urbanism is a mere aggregations of all these.

~— 11017

Industrial domains operate in a more transcalar way than
public domains ie : they operate with mobility , energy,
water , food , land ( ground ) , borders and cycles alike.
It is time to fuse architecture with infrastructure
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We are a data driven practice , to us Data is synonymous
with the intel , a set of rules or formulas or a record

To us data is intel , policy , systems , and finance

We hijack data , we distill its biases and make better &
more informed architecture moves

P . 20

Industrial
modes of production
. :

is a hotent resource
to be domesticated to

responsibly produce  SEEAEEETY B R 4 § We operate Data, We think finance
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through his ANT theory said “ Give Me A Gun
And I Will Make All Buildings Move

critiqued the idea that architecture can
“save” society. He saw architecture as trapped within
capitalism, unable to be truly revolutionary. Embrace
critical detachment rather than false hope

NGO EES thinks" “'People can inhabit anything.
And they can be miserable in anything and ecstatic in

anything. More and more I think that architecture has
nothing to do with it”

I IEEEIS IR says architecture is fundementally
political and we must rethink the notion of architect to
be the sole author if the building

ETR QAN a cultural theorist describes how
architect’s promises futures it can’t deliver

Supersede is rooted in the [JEIRTILs) ,
Democracy of objects & beings [JUSgIK1

it politically building agency via diplomacy
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