



































Given that the BSW region pe
risk while having one of the higher concentrations of cooling
sites (pg. 12), the exploration of alternative mitigation

avenues is vital.

sinits high level of heat-

The ineffectiveness of this particular set of cooling sites can in
large part be attributed to a failure to consider stigmatization
and transportation access®. There is also the limitation that
emergency cooling cenzers like libraries and community
centers are not present in the dataset.

If a persistent list of cooling cenzers was made available, it
would be worth rerunning the correlations and weighted
overlays. Due to the recent library budget cut, shelter on
Sundays at NYPL locations will be no more. A time-series
investigating the effects of this would be eye-opening.

The unhoused and people living within informal economic
frameworks face a particularly uphill battle. Often, formal aid
systems are not an option for such individuals due to a lack of
documentation and the dark cloud that is ICE. Fortunately,
New York City is the largest sanctuary city in the country.

Leaning into informality then, temporarily repurposing green
spaces embedded in BSW's neighborhoods as cooling centers
with canopies, water coolers, and portable AC units could
provide an emergency solution with fewer barriers to
participation. Of course, this would likely require volunteers.

Formally, an immediate start could be to subsidize AC costs

for all housed individuals and families in the BSY area.

In recent summers, the utilities cost-burden has become an

impediment to manylo. Nobody should have to choose
between starvation and heat illness.

As we continue to search for solutions, we need to collectively
remember that shelter from extreme heat is a human right.

Where...
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