
September 6   Introduction and resources 

  

September 13 Situating China’s Urbanism 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

• Introduction 

Logan, John and Susan Fainstein. 2008. “Introduction: Urban China in Comparative 
Perspective (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.,” in John Logan, 
ed, Urban China in Transition. Wiley-Blackwell, p. 1-23. 

Friedmann, John. 2006. “Four Theses in the Study of China’s 
Urbanization.“ International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 30, 2 (June): 440-
451. 

Wu, Fulong. 2016. “Emerging Chinese Cities: Implications for Global Urban 
Studies.” Professional Geographer 68, 2: 338-348. 

Discussion leaders: Crystal and Kun 

  

September 20 Urbanization and urban system 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

• Chapter 4 The Urban System since 1949 

World Bank and China Development Research Center. 2014. “Achievements and 
Emerging Challenges (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.,” in Urban 
China: Toward Efficient, Inclusive, and Sustainable Urbanization. Part I Overview, p. 5-
15 (Chapters 1 and 2). 
Henderson, Vernon. 2009. Urbanization in China: Policy Issues and Options (Links to 
an external site.)Links to an external site.. China Economic Research and Advisory 
Programme. 
OECD and China Development Research Foundation. 2010. Trends in Urbanization 
and Urban Policies in OECD Countries: What Lessons for China? (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site. 

• Trends in urbanization in OECD countries (p. 8-34) 

Discussion leaders: Savannah and Yashesh 

  

September 27 Role of state and policy 

https://books.google.com/books?id=pWeiz8cwbpwC&pg=PT18&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=pWeiz8cwbpwC&pg=PT18&source=gbs_toc_r&cad=4#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/10.1111/j.1468-2427.2006.00671.x/epdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/10.1111/j.1468-2427.2006.00671.x/epdf
http://www.tandfonline.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/full/10.1080/00330124.2015.1099189
http://www.tandfonline.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/full/10.1080/00330124.2015.1099189
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/18865
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/18865
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Economics/Faculty/henderson/Final%20Report%20format1109summary.doc
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Economics/Faculty/henderson/Final%20Report%20format1109summary.doc
https://www.oecd.org/urban/roundtable/45159707.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/urban/roundtable/45159707.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/urban/roundtable/45159707.pdf


Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

• Chapter 6 Cities in the Global Economy 
• Chapter 13 Urban Governance and Civil Society 

Chan, Kam Wing. 2010. “Fundamentals of China’s Urbanization and Policy (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external site..” The China Review10, 1: 63-94. 
Smith, Nick. 2014. “China’s National Plan for a New Form of Urbanization (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external site..” Blog post, June 27. 
Jie, Shen and Fulong Wu. 2017. "The Suburb as a Space of Capital Accumulation: The 
Development of New Towns in Shanghai, China (Links to an external site.)Links to an 
external site.." Antipode 49, 3: 761-780. 

Discussion leaders: Avery and Ethan 

  

October 4         Migration and urbanization 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

• Chapter 5 Urban-Rural Divide, Socialist Institutions, and Migration 

Mobrand, Erik. 2006. “Politics of cityward migration: an overview of China in 
comparative perspective.” Habitat International 30: 261-274. 

Roberts, Kenneth D. 1997. "China's 'Tidal Wave' of Migrant Labor: What Can We Learn 
from Mexican Undocumented Migration to the United States (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site.?" International Migration Review 31, 2 (Summer): 249-
293. 
Chan, Kam Wing. 2014. Achieving Comprehensive Hukou Reform in China (Links to an 
external site.)Links to an external site.. Paulson Institute: Paulson Policy Memorandum, 
December. 

Discussion leaders:  Lu and Yue 

Book synopsis: 

• Strangers in the City (Lu and Yue) 

  

October 7         Attending Urban China Forum (Saturday 9-5, Wood Auditorium) 

  

October 11       No class – Prepared book synopsis 

  

October 18       Evolving urban form and urban space 

http://faculty.washington.edu/kwchan/Chan-Fundamentals-CR2010.pdf
http://faculty.washington.edu/kwchan/Chan-Fundamentals-CR2010.pdf
http://www.urbanismith.com/blog/2014/6/3/q993gunidsyf7fwgd92y07b8ce1181
http://www.urbanismith.com/blog/2014/6/3/q993gunidsyf7fwgd92y07b8ce1181
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12302/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12302/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/anti.12302/full
http://ac.els-cdn.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/S0197397504000505/1-s2.0-S0197397504000505-main.pdf?_tid=9a430844-7941-11e7-8ab1-00000aab0f01&acdnat=1501871012_d5ad4e2749b8bc752d40334faaae45bc
http://ac.els-cdn.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/S0197397504000505/1-s2.0-S0197397504000505-main.pdf?_tid=9a430844-7941-11e7-8ab1-00000aab0f01&acdnat=1501871012_d5ad4e2749b8bc752d40334faaae45bc
http://people.southwestern.edu/%7Erobertsk/tidalwave.pdf
http://people.southwestern.edu/%7Erobertsk/tidalwave.pdf
http://people.southwestern.edu/%7Erobertsk/tidalwave.pdf
http://www.paulsoninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PPM_Hukou_Chan_English_R.pdf
http://www.paulsoninstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/PPM_Hukou_Chan_English_R.pdf


(Book synopsis due) 

Huang, Youqin and Setha Low. 2008. “Is Gating Always Exclusionary? A Comparative 
Analysis of Gated Communities in American and Chinese Cities,” in John Logan, 
ed, Urban China in Transition. Wiley-Blackwell, p. 182-202. 

Lu, Hanchao. 1995. "Creating Urban Outcasts: Shantytowns in Shanghai, 1920-
1950."  Journal of Urban History 21, 5 (July): 563-596. 

Wu, Hung. 2003. "Monumentality of Time: Giant Clock, the Drum Tower, the Clock 
Tower," in Robert S. Nelson and Margaret Olin, etd. Monuments and Memory, Made 
and Unmade. Chicago and London: Unviersity of Chicago Press, p. 107-132. 

Naquin, Susan. 2001. Peking: Temples and City Life, 1400-1900. Oakland, CA: 
University of California Press, Chapter 6 Urban Communities, p. 171-214. 

  

October 25       Urban land reform and market 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

• Chapter 10 Urban Land and Housing 

World Bank and China Development Research Center. 2014. “China’s Urbanization and 
Land: A Framework for Reform (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.,” 
in Urban China: Toward Efficient, Inclusive, and Sustainable Urbanization. Part II 
Supporting Reports, p. 263-297. 

Abramson, Daniel. 2011. “Transitional Property Rights and Local Developmental History 
in China.” Urban Studies 48 (3): 553–68. 

Cervero, Robert and Jin Murakami. 2009. “Rail and Property Development in Hong 
Kong: Experiences and Extensions.” Urban Studies 46, 10 (September): 2019-2043. 

Discussion leaders: Boying and Yaxin 

Book Synopsis:  

• Land Bargains and Chinese Capitalism (Boying and Yaxin) 
• China's Urban Transition (Kun and Shulin) 
• Concrete Dragon (Yashesh) 

  

November 1    Land finance and infrastructure 

(Research prospectus due) 

Wu, Weiping and Piper Gaubatz. 2012. The Chinese City. 

https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/1377900/
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/1377900/
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/1650829/
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/1650829/
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/1650827/
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/1650827/
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/files/1698606/
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/18865
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/18865
http://usj.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/48/3/553.full.pdf+html
http://usj.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/48/3/553.full.pdf+html
http://usj.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/46/10/2019.full.pdf+html
http://usj.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/content/46/10/2019.full.pdf+html


• Chapter 9 Urban Infrastructure 

Wong, Christine. 2013. “Paying for Urbanization in China: Challenges of Municipal 
Finance in the Twenty-First Century (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site.,” 
in Roy W. Bahl, Johannes F. Linn and Deborah L. Wetzel (eds), Financing Metropolitan 
Governments in Developing Countries. Cambridge, MA: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 
p. 273-308. 
Barreda, David M. and David Wertime. 2013. “China’s Great Infrastructure Binge, in 
Charts (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site..” The Atlantic. August 12. 

Pond, Elizabeth. 2010. “Urbanism on the Steppe: The Insta-City in Inner 
Mongolia.” World Policy Journal 27, 4: 41-47. 

Shepard, Wade. 2016. “An Update on China’s Largest Ghost City – What Ordos 
Kangbashi Is Like Today (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site..” Forbes 
Magazine. April 19. 

Discussion leaders: Shulin and Yichen 

Book synopsis: 

• Chinese Real Estate Market (Ethan and Yichen) 
• Housing Affordability and Housing Policy in Urban China (Savannah) 
• Ghost Cities of China (Junteng) 

        

November 8    Role of planning and planners 

Wu, Fulong, Fangzhu Zhang and Zheng Wang. 2015. Planning China’s Future: How 
China plans for growth and development (Links to an external site.)Links to an external 
site.. RTPI Research Report no. 12, December. 

Perlstein, Andrew and Leonard Ortolano. 2015. “Urban Growth in China: Evolution in 
the Role of Urban Planners.” Journal of Planning Education and Research 35, 4: 435-
443. 

Chen, Fei. 2016. “The design dimension of China's planning system: urban design for 
development control.” International Planning Studies 21:1: 81-100. 

The Economist. 2015. “The Great Sprawl of China (Links to an external site.)Links to an 
external site.,” January 24. 

Discussion leaders: Chengqi and Yudi 

Book synopsis:  

• Planning for Growth (Crystal, Mohammed, and Yudi) 
• Blue Skies over Beijing (Avery) 

http://arts.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1848758/wong-paying-for-urbanization.pdf
http://arts.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1848758/wong-paying-for-urbanization.pdf
http://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/2013/08/chinas-great-infrastructure-binge-in-charts/278597/
http://www.theatlantic.com/china/archive/2013/08/chinas-great-infrastructure-binge-in-charts/278597/
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/article/426100
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/article/426100
https://www.forbes.com/sites/wadeshepard/2016/04/19/an-update-on-chinas-largest-ghost-city-what-ordos-kangbashi-is-like-today/#73a99e122327
https://www.forbes.com/sites/wadeshepard/2016/04/19/an-update-on-chinas-largest-ghost-city-what-ordos-kangbashi-is-like-today/#73a99e122327
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1566538/RTPI%20Research%20Report%2012%20Planning%20China's%20Future%20December%202015.pdf
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1566538/RTPI%20Research%20Report%2012%20Planning%20China's%20Future%20December%202015.pdf
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1566538/RTPI%20Research%20Report%2012%20Planning%20China's%20Future%20December%202015.pdf
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0739456X15586627
http://journals.sagepub.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/0739456X15586627
http://www.tandfonline.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/toc/cips20/21/1?nav=tocList#aHR0cDovL3d3dy50YW5kZm9ubGluZS5jb20uZXpwcm94eS5jdWwuY29sdW1iaWEuZWR1L2RvaS9wZGYvMTAuMTA4MC8xMzU2MzQ3NS4yMDE1LjExMTQ0NTJAQEA1
http://www.tandfonline.com.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/toc/cips20/21/1?nav=tocList#aHR0cDovL3d3dy50YW5kZm9ubGluZS5jb20uZXpwcm94eS5jdWwuY29sdW1iaWEuZWR1L2RvaS9wZGYvMTAuMTA4MC8xMzU2MzQ3NS4yMDE1LjExMTQ0NTJAQEA1
http://www.economist.com/news/china/21640396-how-fix-chinese-cities-great-sprawl-china
http://www.economist.com/news/china/21640396-how-fix-chinese-cities-great-sprawl-china


  

November 15  Planning practice 

Zhang, Xiaoling, Jie Hu, Martin Skitmore and Barbara Y. P. Leung. 2014. “Inner-City 
Urban Redevelopment in China Metropolises and the Emergence of Gentrification: 
Case of Yuexiu, Guangzhou.” Journal of Urban Planning and Development 140, 4. 

Urban Land Institute. 2015. Knowledge and Innovative Community (Links to an external 
site.)Links to an external site.. ULI Case Studies. 
Doulet, Jean-François, Aurélien Delpirou and Teddy Delaunay. 2017. “Taking 
advantage of a historic opportunity? A critical review of the literature on TOD in 
China (Links to an external site.)Links to an external site..” Journal of Transport and 
Land Use 10, 1: 77-92. 

Discussion leaders: Junteng, Livie, and Mohammed 

Book synopsis: 

• The Last Days of Old Beijing (Chengqi and Livie) 

Guest lecture by Michael Meyer, author of The Last Days of Old Beijing (4-5 pm) 

  

November 22  No class – Prepare draft research paper 

  

November 29  Draft research paper presentation    

(Draft research paper due) 

  

December 6     Guest lecture by Tat Lam 

(Director, GSAPP Studio X China, and social entrepreneur) 

DEVELOPMENT IMPACT MEASUREMENT 

how that bridge the social capital market and grassroots communities in 
developing regions 

SZC Impact Holdings. 2017. AI+IA: A methodological discussion of building a data-
empowered platform for CDRF. White Paper Report Proposal. 

  

 

http://ascelibrary.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1061/%28ASCE%29UP.1943-5444.0000169
http://ascelibrary.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1061/%28ASCE%29UP.1943-5444.0000169
http://ascelibrary.org.ezproxy.cul.columbia.edu/doi/pdf/10.1061/%28ASCE%29UP.1943-5444.0000169
http://asia.uli.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2013/04/KIC_FINAL_web_AUG19_F.pdf
http://asia.uli.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2013/04/KIC_FINAL_web_AUG19_F.pdf
https://www.jtlu.org/index.php/jtlu/article/view/633/862
https://www.jtlu.org/index.php/jtlu/article/view/633/862
https://www.jtlu.org/index.php/jtlu/article/view/633/862
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/38173/files/folder/Readings?preview=1998876
https://courseworks2.columbia.edu/courses/38173/files/folder/Readings?preview=1998876

