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 Drawing inspiration from the highrises of Manhattan, we embarked on a journey to challenge the prevailing 
notion of architecture as a mere representation of metropolis might. Coney Island, originally conceived as a haven from 
urban life, bore a resemblance to its larger counterpart in some aspects. During the 1900s, multiple parks within Coney 
Island engaged in fierce competition, each vying to construct the tallest towers, resulting in a wasteful exploitation of 
resources, with the abandoned structures remaining idle to this day. 
 We adapted vertical structures as our typology and transformed it to benefit the nature. Our vision sought to 
transcend the limitations of capitalism-driven architecture. We chose to breathe new life into the landscape, reclaim-
ing the abandoned capitalist towers, and redirecting their purpose towards nurturing nature’s interrupted harmony. 
By repurposing these structures, we aimed to foster a symbiotic relationship between humans and the environment, 
fostering diverse ecosystems and vital food chains for both flora and fauna. Designed to cater to terrestrial and aquatic 
life alike, the towers now provided habitats for birds, flowers, and marine biology, addressing the critical lack of suitable 
living spaces for these species around Coney Island. 
 Moreover, our revitalized towers were accessible to the public, serving as a unifying space that brought the 
community together. This transformative project not only bridged the gap between humans and nature but also stood 
as a testament to the potential of architecture as a force for environmental preservation and communal harmony.
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 The Sami people are the indigenous people in Northern Europe and the estimated Sami language-speaking 
population is 80,000. Due to long periods of assimilation forced by the Norwegian government, there is a loss of Sami 
language and culture. The Norwegian government today sets up Sami schools in the Sami core areas and language 
classes for those outside the core area. However, the Sami students complained about it being meaningless to go to 
these classes since they’re adapting to the modern day Norwegian education system. The Sami children outside the 
Sami core area go to Sami school once a month and stay there for a few days which barely improve their Sami language 
skills or build any strong friendships with their Sami peers. 
 The western and Sami pedagogy differs a lot. In the western model, knowledge emanates from a single stem 
and ends in predetermined ‘fruits’. And the indigenous model is a nonlinear network that connects any point to any 
other point. It allows for multiple, non-hierarchical entry and exit points in learning and this represents the indigenous 
way of learning. 
 My proposal is to design a school that incorporates the Sami learning method. Many Sami children today have 
moved to bigger cities and are used to the Western modernity. Thus it is important for them to learn both under the 
western and Sami pedagogy. In this instance, my school plans to engage various community members and implement 
diverse educational approaches through the utilization of various architectural environments. More freedom is provided 
to the children for both interior and exterior. And nature, as the Sami people’s most important spiritual element, will be 
wrapping around the school and there’re natural elements appear in the indoor areas too. 





Sami Children’s Connection to Family & Community



Sami Children’s Relationship with Nature and World





Ground Floor Plan





 The East Village was once celebrated for its rich cultural diversity and vibrant arts scene. However, escalating 
rents and the impact of pandemics have forced many artists and restaurants to relocate or shut down. Most business 
activities are now concentrated on the west side of Tompkins Square Park, leaving the east side dotted with vacant 
storefronts.
 In my proposal, I aim to rejuvenate local businesses and art production by drawing community members 
through a variety of events and activities. Everyone is encouraged to participate and contribute to the community’s 
cultural development.
 My program is divided into two distinct types: absorption and distribution. The absorption component focuses 
on integrating artists, musicians, and local business owners into the community. The distribution component offers free 
community activity zones, encouraging participation and engagement. By melding these two aspects, we can create a 
dynamic mix of individuals and balance costs and revenues by charging rent to for-profit businesses.
 In terms of design, the two guiding principles are visibility and invisibility. I intend to preserve the building’s fa-
cade as much as possible while making certain interior areas more visible to enhance the building’s welcoming nature. 
The exposed areas will include major program centers, while the more private, “invisible” parts will house supportive 
programs such as workshops, music practice rooms, and residences.

East Village Business & Culture Incubator
New York, NY, United States
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