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Winslow Mausoleum

The Winslow family mausoleum, located on.Park View Read in Woodlawn Cemetery in the
Brongx, is a single bay Barre granite rectilinear structure in-the Egyptian Revival style. The overall
dimensions of the mausoleum are roughly fourteen feet in lengih, by ten fect in width, by thiricen feet in
height, placed upon a-one foot thick Barre granite base with a three fooi-ten inch projecting staircase.
towards the road. The designis ty;piC-_a_l.'of the Egypti an Revival '_stylc em_p['o_ving battered walls lined.
‘with a lorus banding, a cove cornice with a folded Teaf and winged sun dise motif, and two columns with
Jotus and papytus decorations on the base and capital framing the entry. The original design called for
three stained-glass windows, one-on the rear fagade, and one on each of the side clevations; and a cast
bronze Egyptianizing double doorway on the principal fagade. The mausoleum has suffered from
defacement.over the years as-one decorative bar has been.removed from the doorway ‘and anether onc
Thas been cracked possibly as part of an attempt 1o forcefully enier the structure, in addition to the theft of
the southern elevation’s four oot by two foot-four inch stained-glass-window. The mausoleum was
commissioned in 1921 E}y Clarion Bennelt Winslow as a final resting place for his first wile, Bmma
Reynolds Wihslow, and was designed and constructed by the prolitic mortuary architectural firm of
Farrington, Gould, & Hoagland of New York City the.following )_/{:an‘._i The light veined ih}_poﬁcd Italian

‘matblc veneered interior of the mauseleum is faid out in a symmetrical manncr with a central space with
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-an alar in the rear and is flanked on both sides by double vaulis, only three ol which have been occupied

by the-family.

Clation Betineit Winslow, born October 14" 1864 in Depauville, New: York, a descendent of the
Winslows who arrived on the first voyage of the Mayflower, started his career as a clerk forthe
Campbell and Moulton Dry Good Store in Watertown New York after graduating in 1887 from Shields
Business College in Utica. Several years later in 1894 Winslow jumped at an opportunity to work at the
store adjacent to Campbell and Moulton in Watertown, the F.W. Woolworth Company, being hired as
the manager for the chain’s original store." Two years following his appointment with the Woolworth
Company, Winslow married Emma Erona Reyonolds, on June 23 d 1896:in Cazenovia, New York, at the
home of Exmmia’s sister, Mis. Charles B. M‘arsha;ll.ii" Very early on the Woolworth Company recognized
Clarion’s aptitude for sales and promoted him to manager for stores in Holyoke, Massachusetts,
Yonkers, New York, and 'W{)rchesiclj, Massachusetts, respectively before elevating him to the:position
of buyer at the: Woolworth headquarters in.New York City. Winslow again would move up the
cotnpany’s ladder in 1919 when he was made‘the superintendent of buying for the entire chain and
eventually was clectéd to the Board of Directors in 1921 which enabled him to amass considerable

wealth."

Clarion and Emma Winslow maintained two residences, one al the Bevestford Apartments-at the
corner ol Central Park West and ‘Wesl '8_-'15""_S'lret':'t.-acmss from the American Museum of Natural History,
and a-summer:residence in suburban White Plains, New York, at 14 Prescott Road now known as
Winslow Road, boughi presumably as a retreat for the sickly Emma. [t would be at this summer

residence that Emma Winslow would die of “hearl trouble™ on July 23%, 1921 shortly affer Clarion’s
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clection to the Woolworth Board of Directors. Tt was the original intent of Clarion {o have his wife
buricd-at the Brookside Cemetery in Watertown, New York, where “an elaborate mausoleum” was to be
erceted in her honor, though for reasons unknown Fmma .Win_slow was eventually laid to rest at
Woodlawn Cemetery in 1922. Four years following the death of his {irst wife, Clarion met and married
Lenota Harring Emerson, the widow of the late New York State Supreme Court Justice Edgar C.
Ernerson, in 1925 and the-couple took up full time residence in White Plains. Over the next twenty year
the couple traveled extensively throughout Europeand f_he-' United Statés in‘addition to donating elosc to
$2.000,000 to myriad institutions in White Plains, the greatest benetactors being the White Plains
Hospital at-which the school of nursing and an administration building arc named in their honor and the

Young Men’s Christian Association.”™

Lenora and Clarion Winslow would both also be laid fo restat the Winslow mausoleum. in
Woodlawn Cemetery constructed for Emma Winslow, when Mrs. Winslow died on April 8" 1942 and
Clarion followed a little over a year later on October 26™, 1943 without any heirs. The reason for
Clarion’s choice [or the imausoleum design is unknown though there are several possible explanations.
for the use of Egyptian Revival asthe garb for his family’s tomb. First, Egyptian Revival had leng been
an-established style for funcrary architecture, having its earligst uses in Ancient Rome but first being
employediin the United States in the designs of Cemclery gates, the two most famous being at Mounl
Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge, Massachusetts-and Grove Street Cemetery in New Haven, Connecticut.
This trend for “Egyptomania™ would be greatly revived in the 1920s as ifs motifs and those of other
ancient cultures »v'erc'-"easiliy adaptable tothe hew Art Deco vogue culminating in 1922 with the
discovery of ihe tomb-of Tutankhamen."" Perhaps a more prosaic explanation Tor Winslow™s choice was

because of his use of Farrington, Gould, and Hoagland as his architcet as ihis firm had constructed over
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65 mausolea in Woodlawn by the late 1920s and secmed 10 have had-a proclivity for'the Egyptian
Revival styleas this style was preem i:nentl_y displayed in their catalogs and it seems many similar
examples to-the Winslow mausoleum were-designed and constructed by the _c'o_mpany«"'“i- Lastly. while it
is likely that Clarion Winslow merely choose the mausoleum configuration out of one of the architect’s
design catalogs purely for its aesthetic appeal it is even more likely that the design was chosen for its
associatioi with the mausoleum of F.W. Woolworth. The principal fagadé-of Woolworth’s mausoleunt

also designed and built by Farrington, Gould, and Hoagland, s nearly identical in confizguration and

detail of the Winslow Mausoleum differing only in scale and lacking guardian sphinxes.

Essentially the Winslow mausoleum; like that of F.W. Woolworth and the overwhelming
majority of the mausolea in Woodlawn, is formally based off of a Greek temple scheme, in this case a
temple “in antis™ pr_eced_e,nt. The Greek temple*“in antis™ is a4 square or reetangular structure that is
placed upon a base with two columns being the most salient feature of the principal fagade that help to
frame an inferior portico or “pronaos™ behind which is the “cella” or the main sacred space of the
temple. (See Figure 2.) While Egyptian funerary architecture never took on such-forms and temples
tended to only display columns on their interiors behind farge battered walls, such precedents of
Ligyptianizing Greek"te'lnpl'c forms can be found in Ancient Egypt but only dating from the time of the
Ptolenties and under the rule of the Romans and the Temple of Dendur can serveas a t‘ami]iar-exampie.i"
Lastly, therc is some _cvi’dcnce{sugge{sting that the Winslow Mausoleum was once meant 1o have heen
landscaped in-a manner that would have served to reinforee the strong centrality of the entry procession
that 1s associated with the temple “in antis™ form. Through the use:of trees and shrubbery’lai’d out
symmctrically starﬁng: at the mausoleun and extending Lo the road, a straight path-to the entry was

originally defined thai through time and the loss of greenery has been tobbed from the structure.™ All
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that remains of this landscape is one trec 1o the immediate right.of the structure that has become
overgrown and obscures a porlion of the principle fagade. Despite the vandalism and loss of manicured
landscape the Winslow mauseleum is a beautiful example of Egyptian Revival architecture exceuted

with superb crafismanship and excellent maieriat and of which the family can still be proud.
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Figire. 7 Monselelr? #lan Showing templa "inontis” Compionents




Both the date of mausoleum construction and mater:al spemficanona were listed in telegraphs between Farrington, Gould;
& Hoagland and the administration of Woodlawn Cemetery in addition to being mare compréehensiveiy.explained in the
architect’s specification.document.

Farrington, Gould, Hoagland, “Architectural Specrfcatlons for Our Wisslow Mauscleum?, 1922, Woodlawn Cemetery
Colier:t:on Avery Library of Columbia University in the City of New York, New York.

! Editerial, Clarion Winslow, Woolwcrth Aide: Ex-Superintendent of | Buymg, Donor of 5800 000 to White Plains, Dies.at 79
The New York Times, October 27", 1943, Special ssue of the'New York Times,

% editiorial, Mrs. C.B. Winslow Dies Suddenly: Succumbs at Summer Homie in White Plains, Watertown Daily Tifnes, luly 25",
1921 Regular Issue

¥ Editorial, C:B. Winslow Ex-Woolworth Director- Dles Served the Company 30 Years, Donated SI 000,000 to. White' P!ams
lnsntutlons, New York Herald Tribune, October 27" 1943 Special Issue of the New York Herald Tribune.

“Editiorial, Mrs. C.B. Winslow Dies Suddenly Succumbs at Summer Home in White Plains, Watertown Dau‘y Times, .Iuly 25"
1921 Reégular lssie

Edltonal Mrs. Clarion Winslow: Wife of Woolworth Company's Former Yice Presndent Dies, The New York Times, April 9
1942 ‘Special Issue of the New York Times

M 1a mes Steven Curl, The Egyption Revival: Ancient Egypt ds the inspiration for Design Motifs'in the West [New York:
Routledge 2005) 298.
i The Introductory page of their 1920s trade catalog displays a winged sun disc-a prominent Egyptian motif found. on the
gorge cornices of the Winslow mausoleum. This shows the foiidness by the firm for the Egyptian Revivai style as no ctass:cai.
motifs are used for decoration in the cataslog.
Farrington Gouwld and Hoagland, incorpordted: Memoriol Designers and Builders - Mausoleumns, Monuments Statuary (New
York: Farrington, Gould, and Hoagland Incorporated, 1927) Woodlawn Cemetery Collection, Avery Library of Columbia
Unnfersny in-the City of New York.
* Ptolemaic Egypt. refers to the period when the Egyptian Empire was under Greek rule following the death of Alexander the
‘Great. The Temple of Dendur dating froim 15 AD was built by the'Roman Gavernar Petronius and is essentially a temple “in
ant:s ‘configuration just Egyptianized.

* A circa 1920s photograph of the Winslow mausoleum showing the original landscaping was included in the following
publication by the firm. Though the Avery Library fists the copyright of the phote.atbum this photagraph is included within
s 1910 this must clearly be erronéous as the Winslow Mausoleun was riot constructed until 1922.

Phigtographs of Mausileums {New York: Farrlngton, Gould, and Hoagland Incorporated, Circa 1920s) Woodlawn Cemetery
Collection, Avery Library of Columbia University in-the City of New York.



