The following is a collection of selected
works completed at Columbia GSAPP.

The work as a collective begins an
investigation into the movement of land,
people and time.

Movement is not only defined by a physical
journey, but a temporal one.

Each project reflects on a greater
understanding that our built world must
respond to ongoing dialogues between
community needs and environmental
requirements.
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Core | - Re-Connection

Re-Connection

Core | Studio

GSAPP - Columbia University

Fall - 2021

Led by Professor Amina Blacksher

Rooted in the ground, this public space intervention
aims at breaking the existing urban typology

to reveal the hidden natural resources lying underneath
the surface. Re-connecting the existing

community to its host.

An underground public space, located at I03 MacDougal
Street, unites the ground conditions and

connects the past and present axis of MacDougal and
Minetta Street.

The existing site's underground history is critical to the
project. Minetta Street contradicts the grid system of
the surrounding streets, hinting at the subterranean
creek in which it mimics. Minetta Creek can be seen

as the thoroughfare of its time, connecting the Land

of the Blacks to New Amsterdam. Since the Land of

the Blacks, the ground has been used as a resource

for economic capital, with hierarchies of power and
community layering upon one another. This project aims
at subverting this notion, using the ground as a resource
of knowledge, wisdom and reflection.

Going into the ground and engaging with the past,
rendering it to the present.
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MacDougal Street
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Street Conditions

Life that inhabits the two streets framing 103
MacDougal Street vary greatly.

MacDougal Street today is occupied by
various groups throughout the day. With
restaurants and coffee shops using outdoor
seating that spills out activity into the street,
as well as many tourists visiting the popular
area and students from the nearby college,
New York University. At night, the street is

a loud and active site for nightlife, including
comedy shows and bars.

Minetta Street, one of few winding streets
that contradicts the grid form of the street
planning, following what once was a path
along Minetta creek. This waterway served
a number of functions throughout history. A
place for fishing and navigation used by the
Indigenous population. In the I7th century,
the creek served as a means of connection
between New Amsterdam and Little Africa
which consisted of farmland owned by a
community of half-free, formerly enscalved
African-Americans. It was eventually filled in
and paved over in the [9th century. Datums
of history layer upon one another into what
we see today, a quiet and otherwise unused
street.

Core | - Re-Connection

Minetta Street
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Top Left

Top Right

GROUMD FLOOR PLA

Ground Floor Plan

Floor Plan 2 - 4

Core Il - A School

FIFTH FLOOR PLAN

FOURTH FLOOR PLAN

THIRD FLOOR PLAN

Circulation is repurposed as a space for learning. Expanded to allow for new forms of occupation. Classroom are centered within the building,
providing known spaces for concentrated learning. Moments of reprieve form around corners and jut out over double height spaces, creating

moments of connection and solitude.
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Core Il - A School

Left

Above

Below Grade Floor Plan

Below Grade 2 Floor Plan
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Above
Below
Left

Core Il - Migrant Housing

sunken garden and boardwalk, pencil on trace paper
exterior circulation, pencil on trace paper
kit of parts site model, card stock, metal mesh, rockite, soil
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sunken garden and boardwalk, pencil on trace paper
exterior circulation, pencil on trace paper
kit of parts site model, card stock, metal mesh, rockite, soil
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Above
Below
Left

Core Il - Migrant Housing

sunken garden and boardwalk, pencil on trace paper
exterior circulation, pencil on trace paper
kit of parts site model, card stock, metal mesh, rockite, soil
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Co-Living Spaces

(1) painting station
(2] bookshelves

+
+ 1

- (2) refridgerators.
+ (M island

+ (4) dining tables
+ (16) dining chairs
+ (2) sofas

+ (5) armchairs

+ (1) television

+

Co-Living Spaces

{ ery station
(4] bookshelves

A b S o S S

Lucy Baird

Team TLC NYC Asylum Seeker and
Migrant Organization Headquarters

+ (2) private w.c

+ {3) private offices
N [

+

+

&

+ {2) printers

+ {6) bookshelves
+ {23) office chairs

Micro / Macro Unit
non load bearing walls allow for expansion
private outdoor terrace

private w.c

operable windows for ventilation

Core Il - Migrant Housing

PN T B

R T T R SR

Co-Living Spaces

D S L

(2] ovens

(1) children’ fort
(1) bookshelves

Ce-Living Spaces

ovens

) o
(2) bookshelves

Kitchen

placed at the core of the co-living
space, treated in many cultures as the
heart of the home, and the space for
gathering

Units

host bed, bath, and outdoor terrace,
allowing for moments of privacy and
reprieve

Non Load Bearing Walls

can be reconfigured to consolidate
units to accommodate the malleability
of family dynamics

41
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Residential Floor Plan

Migrants do not come with assumed living
traditions, cultural and religious needs, or
family configurations. Identity is what they

impose, their rituals are what reshape space.

Translating, reconfiguring, and repurposing
to meet their needs. From the removing

or replacing of dividing walls, to painting
the interior of the units, the residents have
both the right to shape their surrounding
environment, as well as the responsibility to
maintain it.

Left 6 single units
Center 3 single units + | two-bedroom unit
Right | three bedroom unit

Core Il - Migrant Housing
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Above
Left

courtyard
section model

Core Il - Migrant Housing
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Female Adult, 27
Child, 31/2
Floor 8 Unit 3 (a/b)

Daily Commute

After the traumatic journey of migration,
the migrant is expected to navigate new
social and cultural realities. This isolating
process requires immediacy in its approach

to community as it relates to social services
and housing.

With this in mind, we approached this

project as a site of support. Creating a
network of spaces that play critical roles
in assisting migrants in navigating new
bureaucratic systems and facilitating »
an inclusive economic freedom. This

includes, in part, childcare, health care and
administrative services.

Afew blocks from our site in the South

Bronx is the main family intake center as

well as the women's shelter, thus our site

looks outward and extends towards its -
surrounding community, becoming an

additional node within an existing network of
support.

Circulation extends this network. Through a

publicly accessible boardwalk, public spaces
are shaped between, within and around the

housing blocks. Forming sunken gardens in i
its absence, and creating visual thresholds

of privacy and intimacy within individual

housing courtyards and gardens.

While the process of settlement is alleviated
through the implementation of social
services and public spaces, the nurturing

of domesticity is crafted through shared 55
gardens and a co-living environment.

22

23

N

wake up

cook breakfast
drop off at day care

pick uf

subway - 5 train

first working shift at restaurant

subway - 5 train

lunch break at the inlet

meeting with feam tlc about court date

second working shift at on site grocery store

pick up at daycare

check mailbox

eat dinner with neighbors

Core Il - Migrant Housing
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Adv IV - A Boat
50
SKALA. 1110
) . DATUM . 3.7
BRODERNA OHLSON O_' 88 REV. 22,1197
Nr: 109 /3
S
o
-
3
s}

SEKTION C-¢
SE RITw. M 109/2

Fﬂ@'ﬁéﬁﬁwﬁqn.
iy doms Toalaff

SkAaLA 1:10
DATUM 1.3. 171

Ne 109/ 10

LLOR _OLIkA HMOTORE i

5 > Above section - sail boat
S . 2 AR Below section - sail boat
. Left 1880, U.S. Life Saving Station Outpost, Amagansett, NY
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Adv IV - A Boat

[SkACA_1:10
i O 88 DATUM £ 3. 87/
BRODERNA OHLSON - REV, 22,1137
Nr: 109 /3
STATION 7 by

SEQD FORIFRAN
Schniff geschon yen vorn

KuL
SEKTION C-C

SE RITw. M 109/2

Fb’:’ﬁéﬂﬁw&qn.
iy doms Toalaff

SkAaLAa 1:10

DATVM 1.3 1971

Ne 109/ 10

kuL
Above section - sail boat
Below section - sail boat

Left

1880, U.S. Life Saving Station Outpost, Amagansett, NY
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Translation

Long architectural keels are planted deeply into
the dunes, creating stability within an eroding
and shifting landscape.

Stress-skin panels are employed sequentially
throughout the project as a means of
articulating the interior throughout the

length of the individual buildings, defining
programming and meeting the needs of the

users.
i :’/-
b b
- o 0 1 T 1] 0 O
EeS
]
lifeguard station |
i I 1 1 [}

shower, changerooms, bathrooms 2

watercraft and equipment storage 3

vehicular and equipment storage 4

Adv IV - A Boat

T T T T
e e——

m——

==

e
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Left
Right

section - lifeguard station

site plan

Adv IV - A Boat

59

Portfolio 2024



Lucy Baird
60
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Adv V - City \ Park

What if the armory was reconfigured around
two identities, the old and the new, the city
and the park. What occurs when these fields
overlap, weave within each other, and begin to
interact with one another?

Portfolio 2024

The binary of the city and the park is rooted
within the history of the site. In 1906 the
Jerome Park Reservoir was excavated, meant
to supply water for the whole of Bronx and
Manhattan.

Originally conceived to have two basins, only
one would be built, with the other having the
encroaching city take over. The existing site
now reorganized around two new identities.

City: a collection of academic institutions, a
main commercial avenue and an armory

Park: a public park system delineating the
Kingsbridge Armory below grade aqueduct that runs through the
site

A line threads between the two, mediating the
parallels between them.

This line weaves through the city, tracing the
Croton Aqueduct with splintered greenspaces.
Pulling this line through the Armory extends
this pre-existing condition, reinforcing the
binary of the city and park, and reimagines
what occurs at this line.

Left city \ park - upper east side \ central park
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XL

2l

XL 27400 sqf
L 17750 sqf
M 12500 sqf
S 10450 sof
XS 6750 sqf

Program Diagram

Will Wang

Lucy Baird

PARK 85000 sqf

Gatehouse

Park: 85000sqgf

Rainwater Greywater

Facilities

Stormwater

Rainwater 558000 gallons
Stormwater 426500 gallons
Greywater 15600 gallons
Facilities 12937 sqf

Adv V - City \ Park

Park Level

Below Grade Level

film studio / manufacturing / event venue XL

exhibition space / studio / theatre L

Greenhouse / Daycare Center/ dance studio / art studio M
post office / clothing store / barber 8

cafe / baker / florist / bar XS

27400 sqf XL
17750 sqf L
12500 sgqf M
10450 sqf S
6750 sqf XS

film studio / manufacturing / event venue XL
exhibition space / studio / theatre L

Storage

+

29700 sqf Storage +
27400 sqf XL
17750 saf L

Portfolio 2024



Book.pdf

XS - 500 sqft

post office
cafe

bakery
clothing store
barber

florist

artist studio
tailor

bar

S - 1000 sqft

post office
cafe

bakery
clothing store
barber

florist

artist studio
tailor

bar

M - 2 250 sqft

medical center
greenhouse
restaurant
clothing store
daycare

dance studio
art studio
pharmacy
bakery

yoga studio
beauty services

bicycle rentals

L - 5 250 sqft

medical center
greenhouse
exhibition space
offices

studio

gym

theatre

Adv V - City \ Park

XL - 25 000 sqft

film studio
greenhouse
manufacturing
museum

offices

library

event venue
market

metal / wood shop

medical center

7l
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Park Level Plan Lucy Baird



Book.pdf

Diagrams

Left
Right
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gatehouse - rainwater collection
gatehouse - greywater distribution
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BELOW GRADE WATER SYSTEM
capacity (gallons)

basin 1- stormwater .. . 426 500

basin 2 - greywater . 156 000

basin 3 - rainwater .. . 558 000
total catchmentarea................oooovinns 211151 sqft
total rainwater collected / year........... 5528 000 gallons
required water for vegetation / year .. ... 10 000 000 gallons

required water for vegetation / day ......... 30 000 gallons

swooisal oqnd

TCNCILEES

precipitation 2022 (inches / sqft)
january ... .. 429
february 323
march.... . 239
april .. .. 453
may .. .. 452
june.. ..292
july ... . 455
171

410

october ... 5.08
november . . 315
december . . 583
total oo 46.30

73
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service entrance

L - 5 250 sqft

medical center
greenhouse
exhibition space
offices

studio

gym
theatre

XL - 25 000 sqft

film studio
greenhouse
manufacturing

museum

offices

library

event venue

market

metal / wood shop ™ —

medical center
|

croton aqueduct

baslinl- ;tulll'n Wal;r

water filtration

basin 3 - rainwater

Plans Lucy Baird

| I |

headhouse MEC

BASEMENT MEZZANINE PLAN

PLAY - 6 250 sqft

swing
slide

monkey bars

see saw

meery go round
hopscotch

seat
table

PLAY - 9 450 sqft

Adv V - City \ Park

chess market
table tennis restaurant
theatre seat

seat table
table

EAT - 10 250 sqft

SPORT - 12 500 sqft

pickleball

SPORT - 24 000 sqft

basketball

77
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existing armory wall, park entrance

park fountain, seating

Left

Center
Right

gatehouse greywater park access



¥¢0C 01104}

memories
practice

1on

in tens

=0
&
[$]
m
>
O
=)
]




foreword

Lucy Baird

This book

| have built

serves as a personal archive, a collection
of photographs, maps, historical
images, textures and forms of practice
inherited through shared memories

and lived experiences. From this, new
images begin to form memories,
somewhat hazy, overlapping, and
perhaps impossible. These memories
are my own, but they are also my
father's, my grandmother’s and my
brother's. They have been relayed to me,
passed down to me, and live within me.
These memories come with embedded
knowledge that have developed into

a form of practice explored in the
following work.

a collection of forms in tension. Through
tension these forms are able to stand,
albeit somewhat unstable. Tied together
with rope and and fastened with knots,
earth, metal, wood, and plastic, settle to
form new spaces.

makergraph
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makergraph

rockite [4 cups]
water [l cup)
plaster [l cup]
sand [2cup]
string [2 feet]

rockite [4 cups]
water [l cup]
sand [l cup]
asphalt [l cup]
nylon rope [2feet]
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connection
end
slip knot
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makergraph

section D

overhand knot R
reef knot A
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section E

overhand knot R
reef knot A

makergraph
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left top left "§
Killocks - home made Crew member coiling rope ED
anchors made of large on the deck of S/V Maraval, =
stones bound by whittled 1938. =

wood, held in place with
larger crossing wood pieces

top right
at the base and rope.

Lighthouse, Peggy’s Cove,

Nova Scotia.
Photographed by Rabert

Norwood, 195-, Portugese bottom left
Bay, Nova Scotia.

Hare Bay, Newfoundland.

bottom right

Sand after the tide has
gone out, Bras D'Or Lakes,
Nova Scotia.




memories

but if a story is
retold so many
times, does
my mind fill

in the blanks
with color

and texture

to render it
reality?

do i trust my own
memories?

or do they belong
to others and
passed down to
me through forms
of practice

makergraph
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knots

right
Slip Knot - | |

Can be used in two
different scenarios. The first
is using one rope to form

a loop, allowing for the not
to enclose and tighten onto
an object and can be easily
released by pulling on the
loose end of the rope. The
other is to attach one rope
to another, allowing for the
knot to be slid along the
length of the second rope,
and can be tightened as
needed.

The slip knot is commonly
used when attaching buays
to the life line of a vessel,
allowing for the buoys to
be slid along for ease of
placement, and rapidly
removed when necessary.

tfolio 2024

79
right 5
A %
Reef Knot - /A o
=

£ -

Used to secure two

lines or the ends of one

line together. The name
originates from it's
common use for the reefing
line on a sailboat. A reefing
line is used to drop, most
commonly, the mainsail

in order to reduce sail area
and gain control over the
vessel.
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makergraph

section G

half-hitch knot &8




overhand knot

typical construction

=)

Lucy Baird

makergraph
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Critics

Makergraph

References
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Columbia University
Spring - 2024

Drawings
Photographs
Knots
Editing

Ada Tolla

Giuseppe Lignano

The Rooms Provincial
Archives
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