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‘Heckscher Mausoleum

HISTORY OF PATRON

August Heckscher (1848-1941) is the patron of the Heckscher Mausoletim in Woodlawn Cemetery in

. Bronx; New York. He shares the mausoleum with his:first wife, Anna Atkins Heckscher (185 8-1924), who was.the

daughter: of an ironmaster in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, along with their children -~ two newborns, Charles (1882) and
Matica (1911), and their-son Maurice (1886-1967). Their danghter, Antoinette, Lady Esher of Lofnidon, is not buried
here. Also residing in the mausoleum is Heckscher’s second-wife, Virginia Henry. Curtis Heckscher (1941).]
August, the son of a German statesmen and diplom‘ai;_was'bom in Hamburg; Germany. He attended school
in Germany until the age of 14 when he-decided to become a merchant and his father sent him to school to study in
Switzerland. When he came back to Germany, he was an apprentice at an exporting house for three years. In 1867
at the.age of 19, A'u'gust_ went to New York with $500 strapped to his waist. After spending hours in the library
teaching himsélf English, he went to work with his cousir, Richard Heckscher, in-a coal mine in Pennsylvania.” He
later partnered with his cousin on their own coal mining:operation named Richard Heckscher & Co., and then sold it
to-the Philadelphia Reading Railroad. August therr became the Vice President and General Manager of the L'ehi_gh'

Zinc-and Tron Company in 1_.'88-i, which merged with thie New Jersey Zinc Company.® In 1905 he left this position.

-and pursued his interest in New York real estate where he purchased land and buildings in the 42* street

neighborhood. He tumed profits by reselling the buildings for more than‘he paid for them.*

Heckscher later became known as a philanthropist. He donated the land between 104™ and 105" street-on
5% Avenue and built the Heckscher Foundation Building there, which benefited childten in the city. In addition to
the building and land, in 1929 Heckscher donated $4,000,000 to the furid to create nurseries, playgrounds and clinics
for the children.® In addition to his work in' Manhattan, Heckscher donatcd_$-160,0ﬁ0:_to the Long Island State Park

Commission to credte a park in East Islip. This was. dedicated as the Heckschier State Park.$ He also had an

‘influence in Huntingfon, Long Island, where he had an estate: There he donated a park, named Heckscher Park, as

well as an athletic fisld. In 1919, hie donated a Beaux-Arts museum to Huntington that inicludes art from the
Renaissance, the Hudsoen River School and early modernist American art, which is-niow called the Heckscher

Museum of Art.’



Augnst’s first wife, Anna, passed away in 1924, She died at sea when returing from a-visit to her
daughter, Antoinetie, -'in'_Engla;nd...S Heckscher was remarried at the age of 81 in 1930 to Virginia Henry Curtiss
Heckscher, the widow of Edwin Burr Curtiss who had ran the A:G. Spaulding Sporting Goods Company. Virginia
had been 4 friend of Anna’s and had a strong intevest in philanthropy, supporting the same issues as August.” He
lived in Mountain Lake, Florida for the last 25 years of his life, where he died in'his sleep at fhe age of 92:1°

August has been remembered as a philantbropic figure in‘history, “first to last he- ;vas amanof
extraordinary viger, much ability and an alert and sympathetic understanding of the social problems of the
community™!! In addition, his grandson, August Heckscher, continued his legacy as President Johin F. Kennedy’s
Cultural Advisor and New York City Parks Commissioner, where he hosted the first New York Marathon in 1970

among many other accomplishments.’?

ARCHITECT

The architect of Heckscher’s 1912 mausoleum was H. Edwards-Ficken. Ficken was born in. England in
1852 and educated inScotland before coniing to the United States-in:1 868 Some of his notable commissions
include the Charles Gates Dawes House in Illinois, the Cloistér at Yale, the-Coney, Island Steel Pier, and buildings at
Woodlawn Cemetery,” At Woodlawn, he designed ihe Jerome Avenue Lodge, the Jerame Avenue Gates, and

additions to the Webster Avenue Office, which are all in the Gothic Revival style.™ Ficken and Heckscher both

_ belonged to the Hmtington Yacht Club, where they probably met.!® It is assumed that they had been friends at the

¢lub, which is why Ficken-was chosen to do the mausoleum design. What is interesting is that the mausoleum was -

desi_gned in 1912 and Ficken bécomie Supervising Architect of Woodlawn in 1913. ¥-seems that Heckscher used his

inflignce in some way to secure Ficken -the_-.p_osiﬁon, however there is no documentation to support this.

BUILDING SITING

The Heckscher Mausoleum is located in Woodlawn Cemetery on the Juniper plot, section 102, and plot
nurnber 12138 (figure 1). It sits on a crossroads between Birch Avenue and Prospect Avenue. While oné can take
either path to reach the building; the most direct-way from the main gate is from Birch Avenue, facing the building’s

left side. Since the mausoleum is built on the diagonal between the two-stregts, an approaching visitor does not only

see the building’s side; one can also see part of the building’s front fagade when approaching, The-mausoleum is on’



a circular plot with a radius of about 22-feet with a dirt pathway encircling it (figure 2). Its entrance is a little less

“than 20 feet from the main Toad. From the enfrance. looking straight out, an.observer will sce the other end Prospect

Avenue instead of directly facing other mausoleums. Based on a map of the cemetery in 1912, it does'not seem that-

the mausoleum had any direct neighboring buildings at the time'it was constructed, however there was anothey

‘tnausoleum with a circular piot across:the street to its right side,'®

Today, as one approa'c'hes the mausoleum’s left side from Birch Avenue, the area is more built up than it
had been in 1912. There is now a mauscleum directly to its right and one dcross the street on the left side'as well as
many surrounding tombstones. The area around the plot has many largé trees, with one just on the outskirts on the
circle plot but notie within. The only laridscaping apparent if:the circle piot are the vases in front of the mausoleum,
which cuireritly. ofily have dead planis. There is no.record of what the tandscapes-or ‘original plants in the vases had

been when the fnausoleum was planned. .

INTERIOR DESIGN

There is-only one way to.enter and Jeave the Hecksclier inausolewn: the doors in the center of the front

fagade. Once one enters, the first thing noticed within:the all-white marble interior is the large stained glass arched

window featuring an angel (figure'2). This window is located: on the back wall of the mausoleum, eyelevel to:the

_enterih__g visitor. Dii‘ectiy.bel’qw'the' window, there :are--two-sfack_e‘d, marble.catacombs; which proirude from:'th_e

back-wall. . The catacoinb on top is for August’s first wife, Anna Atkins Heckscher, with gold lettering for her

name, birth and death dates, and phrase ‘Dear heart you were without sin’, It features a relief-carved Greek cxoss
and carved, thin rectangle fiags on either side of the cross. On the flags, it is written in large, gold gothic lettering’
‘He giveth his beloved sleep’, whiich is from Psatm 127:2."7 In place of the left knob is a small vase to hold flowers.
‘Underneath ‘Anna’s c_atacoinb i5s August Heckschet’s, which 'has--'g(_}ld lettering for his name and birth and death
years, two bronze quatr_efoil knabs; and a gold leaf design on the top corners. The gold leaves may be laure] leaves;

which represented accomplishment in ancient Greece and are mentioned in the New Testament.”® The plan of the

maugoleum-is. symmetrical, with stacks of four similar white marble: catacombs on both sidés (figure 4). However
these are not decorated with gold:lettering like the center two. The. only other catacomb labeled is the top right,

‘which features two bronze, ovai plaques for two newborm babies that Anna and August had lost. A visitor had placed

vases on the space above Anna’s catacomb and a throw rug on the marble floor, which covers two moré ¢atacombs
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beneathit. The interior construction and plan are similar to other mabtisoleums in Woodlawn. While it is nota large

building, the room inside.is spacious enough for a few visitors to enter at the same time. While dark inside, light

‘still enters through the stained glass window and through the grated spaces in the door.

FACADE DESIGN
The mausoleum is a small one-story, rectangular building, The symmetrical fagade is made of alternating

bands of thin arid wide blocks of rusticated granite (figures 5 and 6). Toreach the doofway on'the front facade,

‘there are thtee steps with.smooth, granite vases on either side, providing balance to the building. The bronze double

doors are slightly recessed with a rounded arch and are decorated with flowers that vaguely resemble Greek crosses:
(figure 7). There is no correspondence about the doors in the-archives, however it is featured in the architect’s
designs and therefore may ‘be attributed to him. T he door is part of 'a'compound- arch with a slightly pointed arch
around the door and then another non-recessed slightly pointed arch around that: The arches around the deor are -
also granite, but they are smodth and Tiot rusticated like the rest of the fagade walls.. - Above the doors isa
rectangular stone with “Heckscher” carved in relief: Looking further up on the front facade, the top of the pitched
roof is ca_ppec'l by a rectangular, rusticated _granite block it the center. The block’s center features acircle with a
Gr’ce’k' cross in relief.!”. This block provides heighitto the building’s front facade, while also reminding us that:this-is

a religi0u5 structure. Walking_' around the building, the sides continue with the risticated granite:material seen on

the front and with a‘large stone base (figure 8) The sides have no windows, only six'small vents on thie top and:

bottom. The back fagadeéhas the saniesticated granite, but it includes an arched window, which is c_overe‘_d bya
bronze:gate: (_ﬁ_gure 9). The back fagade’s- pitched toof is also topped by a tap, however it is not as large as that-on.

the front fagade and not decorated.

.DESIGN PRECEDENTS & CONTEXT

August Heckscher was a millionaire and an important figur_e‘. .He owned skyscrapers in New York Cii;ly and
built Targe, public bitildings. Howéver, looking at his 1912 mausoleum, a visitor would not realize this. It is.2
meditm-sized mausoleum, not large and grand like some of the others seenin Woodlawn. It.is not neo-classical,
like most others, suggesting their dominance, masculinity and wealth. still, it is not like others in the cemétery that

aré‘clearly gothic with tall spires and high-pointed arches, as-if they were small cathedrals. It is simple, balanced and



-'symr'netr'ica] with touches of religious symbolism with its cross on top and its slightly arched doors. The mausoleuin
reminds the viewer of a small chapel in the woods. To understand the design, we must first understand Heckscher’s
character and his possible influences.

Heckschér is was a man of routine, self-discipline, and did not showcase his wealth. He woke np early:
éach day, had no breakfast, drank only a little'on occasion, ate 'a.simple- dietand avoided large, Qs;tentatip_u_s events.
‘He wasalso active-and loved nature, “He loved country life and was fond of walking. .. devoted as well to aquatic.
sports, the sea, yachtifig and fishing™.?* In addition, Heckscher loved music, dabbled in writing poetry, and most.of
all loved art, especially landscapes.?!

Heckscher was drawn to the native landscape which is eviderit in the art he collected, the landscape-of his
estates, and the political fizuzes he was associated with. Many of the works he collected were from the Hudson.
River Schoo] artists who painted romantic rural landscapes (figure 10).# Heckscher hiad-a Dutch. Colonial house en
a tree-filled property by the water in Huntington, Long Islarid.?® He also donated mohey--and.]and fortwo parks-in
Long Island. In addition, Heckscher was connected with. some of the most ithportant figures shaping the landscape
of their day such as President Roosevelt, who passed the 1906 Antiquities Act to presérve historical landscapes and
sites, and Robert M'oées:, New York City’s Park Commissiotier who made historic changes to the New York area’s
-urban landscape.?* Another link is Heckscher’s residence later in life in the private community of Mountain Lake,
Florida, whose landscape was designed by Fredrick Law Olmsted Jr., soh of the Ceritral Park l_andScape.architect."z-s
Hecksclier was interested in presérving rural landscapes and likely discussed landscape issues with these figures.

Another influence on Heckscher”s choice of architecture may'hav_e_ been Romanticism in art; His
mauscleum Dil its rural fandscape and rusticated stonework reminds the viewer of a little chapel in the woods. Once-
again, the Hudson River School artwork cari be seen as at '-inﬂuence.featuﬁng. castles, tuins, or cottages alone in-a
romantic landscape (ﬁ__gu're‘. 10). Furthermore, there are many-German Romantic paintings of chapels; and church.
ruins decaying in the ﬁoods, overgrown with plants (figure 11).%5 While predating him, Heckscher probably had
seen and Telt theses influences during his time im Germany and in America.

‘Heckscher’s-niausoleum has similarities with other mausoleums of its time. i has the rusticated stone,
symmetry.and balanced vases on either side like many mausoleums; such as the 1908 Kipp Mausolenm (figure 12).
Haowever, once again it lacks the clagsical style.. Its style is more similar to the 1924 Harkness Mausoleum and the:

1852 Shiff Mausgolenm, which is in Green-Wood, ‘with their simple facades with slightly arched-doors and modest



religious omament (figures 13-14). Heckschet’s choice of designs does not.seem to follow a trénd during at the

time of‘construction, but fits Heckscher’s personality, religious beliefs, and love ofa rural, romantic-landscape.

CONCLUSION

The Heckscher Mausoleum a romantic gothic-revival structure. It is a medium-sized, rusticated stone-
building with modest religious ornament sitting within nature. Heckscher loved nature:and wanted his mausoleum
to be similar to-a small chapel or-cabin in the woods, seen in so many romantic paintings. In fact, the rurat
taridscape of cemeteries, such as Green-Wood and later Woodlawn, were influenced by the Hudson River Schoal’s:
portal of - rolling hills and winding paths.® Heckscher was attracted to Woodlawn’s bacolic, peaceful landscape
when he ¢hose to spend eternity there.. The building is significant for the philanthropic and generous man who Jived
there as well as how mich of his love of the Hudson River School and landscape is _secn.'in'_thetbui]ding_’:'s.design, Its-

placement and location reﬂ'éc_t_ his Tove of nature and peace.
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PICTURES:

Figure 2, Heckscher Mausoleurn site plan (Réddan)
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Ligure 4. Fleckseher Madsolowm plan and section {Reddan:
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‘Figure 6. Heckseher Mmsso_i_cnm {ront and side fﬁca_dcs in elevaiion {Rf;ddén)
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Figure"& ‘Heeksecher Mavsolenm side facade {Reddan)
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Fiaure 10, Thomas Mioran, Bluebeard's Castle {I-]cc_ksc]ii:r Mngewrw 6EATL).
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Figure 11..39% Centiry Romantic-Art {Frivdrich)

Figure 12, Kipp.Mausolcam (Redidan)
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Figurz 13, I.'IGI'RJIC_SS Mausolewm {N'a‘!.ionai Park Scrvice)

Figure 4. Shiff Maosoleum {Grign-Wood at 175}

14



WORKS CITED:

i.  Avery Drawings & Archives _

2. “Angust Heckscher Dies Tn Sleep At 92, New York Thies (1923-Current File), April 27, 1941

3. “August Heckschiet, finansier and philanthropist, dies at-92,” The Sun (1837-198%), April 27, 1941,

4. “August Hecksclier Dies In S-l'ee_ﬁ AC92.” New York Times (1923-Curvent File), April 27, 1941.

5. “August Heckschet dies at 92; benefactor of poor children,” New York Herald Tribune (1926-1962), April
27, 1941. |

6. “Smith dedicates Heckscher park at east istip, L.L,” New York Herald Tribune. (1926-1962), Juve 3,.1929.,

7. “Aungust Heckscher (1848-1941) Industrialist; Real Bstate Developer, '&'Pl1i]anthi‘0]3:._i5t;"’ The Town OF
Hunitington, Accessed October 2013.

. htip:/fwww.himtingtonny.gov/filestorage/13747/13817/16499/August_Heckseher.pdf
8. “Mrs. A, Heckscher dies at sea aboard lingr minnewaska,” The New York Herald, New York '?}*ibze#;e-(]%ef—
1926), August 15, 1924,

9. *“August ﬁecks_chcr’-Weds Again; at 81, Marries Charity Worker,” Daily Boston Globe (1928-196(), July
8, 1930.

10. * August Heckscher, financier and philanthropist, dies at 92,7 The Sun {1837-1989), April 27, 1941,

11

14.

15.

. AugnistHeckscher.? New York Herald Tribune (1926-1962), April 28, 1941
. Bill Bleyer, 8. W. * August Hecksclier, former patks head and philarithropist,” Neirsday, April 8; 1997,
. Dian ne Holliday. “Henry Edwards Ficken (1844-1929) of New York, New York," Dowling College: Last
modified April 7, 2015 http:/Avwwx. dowling.edu/wikis/pmwiki.php/LISSHistory/HEdwardsFicken
“Natio nal Historic Landmark Nontination: Woodlawn Cemetery,™ National Parks Service. -
Itpz//Awsvw.nps.gov/mhl/news/LC/fall2010/ Woodlawn pdf

The Motor Boat. The Motor Boat Publishing Co. New York, NY. January 10, 1965. P. 10.
htt]js:;’/books._'gd o] g_]_e.c’:omfho oks?id=HRaAAAAYAA] &ngRA 9-PA10&Ipg=RA9="
PALO&dq=%22edwards:
ficken®e22+and+%22heckscher%22&source=bl&ois=vplsQpOibu&sig=4pjk6 GeXOWaonamefidAyMLh
4YA&hI=en&sa=X&ved=0CDEQCAEWEWoVChMIh-

v20cCky ATVXIYeCh22 HgB2#v=onepage& =22 2edwards-
ﬂ@:ken%_ﬂ%?.[)m]d’}{__ﬂ_{)%?,?hepkscher"/&ZQ&ﬁfal_sc-

. Lione | Pincus and Princeds. Firyal Map Division, The Néw Youk Public Library, "Map of the Woedtawn

Cemetery." Néw York Public Library Digital Collections, Accessed Octeber 15, 2015,
: http;f,a’i:ﬁ gi talcoliections.nypl .org.-' iteris/de(29 ach-010c-0131-¢720-5 8d3_85a?bb‘d{)

17. “Psal.m 127:2,” BibleStudyTools.com, 201, Accessed October 20153,

18,

htfp_:!;?www‘.bible_stu_t_lyt_oo]s;comfconuncntaj-'icsﬁﬁ‘gasurynof_-dav.idfpsaln1s'-1_2_7-_2-.htm]
Professor lewi n. “Laurel,” Old Dominion University, 2006. Accessed October 2015,

http:ﬂwa.0du.e_duf~fmus_s_eIm!p]_al1tfbi1j'lc;’laure] Jphp.

19. *Gree k Cross,” SymbolDicticnary.Ne't; Accessed Outober 201 5.

is



http://symboldictionary net/?p=2044

20. A character sketch' 6f August Heckscher,” The Admerican Monthly {1920-1933), October 1, 1922,

21. A character sketch of Angust Heckscher,* The American Monthly (1920-1933), October 1, 1922.

22: “August Heckscher (1848-1941) Industrialist, Real Bsiate Developer, & Philanthropist,” The Town Of
Huntington. Accessed October 2015,
hitp://www.huntingtonny . sov/filestorage/13747/13817/16499/August_Heckscher.pdf

23. Kristi.n Taveira, “H u_ntin_gt{m"s Heckscher estate for sale for $2.5 mi'lii'cn_,_“ Newsday. March 9, 2016.
Accessed October2015.

24, “August Heckscher c'ut's-_gi'ant cake on birthday,” New York Hercid Tribune (1926-1962), Angust 26, 1935.

25.%The Histor y-of Mountainr Lake,” Mountain Lake. Accessed Octaber 2015.

hitp://www.mountaitilakecc.com/News/History.aspx

26, Birte Freusen, Naturlich Romantisch: Caspar David Friedrich & Freunde.in Mecklenburg- Vorpommern.
Rostock : Hinstorff, 2013

27..J effiey 1. Richman , “Green-Wood at 175 : looking back/looking foreward,” Essay. by Linda S, Ferber,

“rleaven oi Earth: (Green-Wood ‘and the Hudson River School,” Brooklyn, New York: Green-Weod, 2013.

16



