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St vive cum lopniniles tamiguan dens dei,
xe -a.’(‘;qmw e eleo feanieprdiin Domiies audiand,

Lise thas with people as thoigh Cod witnesses i,
speak thus solth Gl ws thouglt peuple hear it

Seneen




These are the benelieent words Uiad adimay e Milhank sigusolewm.

AL Waoodlawn, the Milbank minisolewn oecupies a promisient site at e jnlersection of
bwa main Lhoroughfares, Hawihorne and Park, heve having Fonne thelr avay inko o shiulowy
caruer of 1he ciemeterd ananigsl deferential trees and ancient azaleas, The mansolenm lias
soithod i.ul._n_ ils laridseape  thepe has Tormed 3 \_;)"lurl'l.w_-_l" allee sl sorls along Dok q‘:ln.n_ﬁ‘l'tg
frony the Soithy, that seives o leame the warm liinestone 1hat so eagerly catglies rhe _})_f_tﬁﬁill;‘.-i'
sun, The other maiiamenls e contrast seem Lo rol ke witer Bilies mder the dense shade east
by e sliaclowy teeds that hiave grawn targer tham their origingl iméidion. Yer, soniehiow,. Hie
Milbark siatisoleame with'its nobde cowitenanee, seens anly more selled i ils Tandseape, the
dense strubbery al its base sellening ik ina way presenting the gracions Fight of steps That
Tewds o ts [Tnely wrought bronze dooes, plerced und abry - more of & protected snggestion of
e eather than a funereeal vaulling: Aspeels suely as these, from the branze greille-work, the
picreed ma ehle serceris, o ils close resemblance (s a '!.fl.u;ze"{'lfi'hiI._vl'.:l._l_l_\" syuunetrical grden l‘t)-i_i_y

sape ke J1L gling i aceomplotely different manner.

B pielieesaqae laod:

Having passed nionwmenls of a lesser lone, one recalls tial of i TonlHavd, "1'11'(£:_1'|_;_‘{|'1
sihilar 1o that ol the Milliank, iUis withoulany plinth ol any great height or a gravions iTiisht of
steps foaili ng to iks ealrance, Jn obse l'\':-i.!'l_{.:' e o sooshilaely related manisolea 1 hwin
caluriivis s antis 7 osolid corper ;-)li_:(;-_i’ti S employing (he donie order. elel ane s stnek by
neeessity of Ulie i.imi\':z{l.'eq_m.crv. Thie Hight of iatrsand the Tieight of the phintheat the Mithank
aansolewn agifely transtor  one’s fraoie o referenee to another plane - fror one
nnderstniding ol spaec fo another, The visitor is Dagslecred o fsnitlessness ad
vuluerability to the new sealeset by a heavy entablatuee that edts the shy  the simple ftight off
sleps ushering-one inln anintesior That 1s al onee-parl of The Jandseape it has positioned ilaell
Hi, bt alsoan interior & struelure that has a rationale fl-l]'l:.il..i_ll'd(-.‘l‘ all ity owa  a focused sense
of being 1hat the archileelire iself establishes,

'.Ifllx'(_$t|=g|a.-!'iu_*- I.l..-‘fi_\'{\_-- hranches and (he WA leves of the Qower g wiagnolia, urels ace
visible in the Dauds ol a Greeiao maiden Uie eroseis ol a Tite well lived, Thie inl"ini'l_y of the
talyvvinthine based that wraps the ansolenns. plinth suggesling Hme and eldraiiy adding
Further Lof questions of tie natuee of a well-Hved Do, The ;iif{‘!fih,-‘.('l-ul{{" of any funerae

motrarEen] allesipls o stand  proxy for the s of hose who luive |russeil, s0 1|1'i"g|"1'_1i].\-



:1[['(‘;|ni)lﬁi'i'l';‘%"“l (i'_":'I:I'.-"[)I"(_'J?_(.i miale a hfe, or a collecticn of fives, And as the ngeriplion elehed into the
iitassive Stove roof reminds the passerliy, lives that die 1o bé lived plaialy aid houestly  swith
greal inlegrity  probiug the walurd of a life well ied  the wilim ol great anbitioh and
‘decpsealed resolve.

Noe A ngrst Wornnent

The York and Sawser-desigtiod mansoledm wis commissionetd by Joseph Milbank

';f'I'Sv*iS:‘-'}"f_?'l--’l’-_} i1 the veai ol his wiles 150a%s: death. 1972, with Hie mansolenim heing conpleled T
1913, FThe nminsolenn is eor riposed Tnosuel actuaniier that there s v 1a|‘mi(';tl'fu:(?_t‘l gracelithiess.
sUeonitenance p_t-';s.héi']il‘\-' inderrneed I;_\' the ase of Mhie ione orkér I.I:'ll": mist "{Eminnie”™ omder
or e browrd use of Tennessie _pi'n:_l\ tarhle” pronded Dy prrveyor Bittersoi and Eisele of
Neswporl wansions e Breakers and Hearble House fame  ils pale rose eolor having Whe
slightest Tanl o nause’ incaconl shadowy Tight and glotving @ wardr goldlin thi vadiant sun.
This pemasive gertilily wnd dehicary is possibly farther inforned by the siv niaidens of Uhe
Tourrelicts, te Tour with funerary uens on the South and North _(.‘:h“\-:_l.l'.h_)ti!-s',_E_]_I'lt'{ the fwe with
fowrels of the eicior on the Fast and West eleva inms. Oue ean anly wonjectire as Lo the trae
intent ol this momunent - 1o the voice withowhich the designers sl the patron desired it 1o
speak, 1t cannol he denied that the wite, noan almost oy year marviage, II;_i;\'it.}'-g died three
months hefore-he Tol was purchased; wighl Lave been the '.k_;ulijtt'l'_l of such an ;'li_'{-'f‘m‘l|}:_|‘r."1i-1!i'
tribute,

Joseph Milbank, who rests next to hid wile, the pair ;it't".lII:_:}.}-;l.li'.{ {woo of e most
promirent eve-leight Si‘lj?_illt‘.llf"l"ﬁﬁ was the son of Jerendah ¥Milharik, a prongivien New York
ity merchant anil investor. In the 1850s hee Tnaneed inventor Gail Borden’s Now Yerph
Ciondensed Milk (i('l'l’l]})'{\i'i_}- dater Borden Milk Produitsi, a veoturee that gabyanized the canned
food dudustey sl hed ped cnsaie distibation. of tnspoiled Toodstafls bo ahe L njons Arnsy
ol t'II‘.iI'}'g thre Civil War, THrough this partnesship Milbank secuied ihe governmenl contrael for
vanned itk duaving the war o dannmission that lifted rhe \'l?l__!n:.t_l_ th mame o e fegding ranks
of Gided Age sneicgy.

Yet, the Mitbank wame did mot splash acvass the socicty pages or make Todder Tor idle
gossips The Tanily’s Tifestyle ineluided the hest sehools, debnname balls atd chavity. galas. bt
e Milbank name was-seldlom fi the news, Thename makes appearances in-_]m'ri('n-l'_ reporling,

quietly arnl with greai comporiment :'||'\_\'-:t_'__\"s4 ticd 6 generaus institulionad endowisents and



el le pledeis. Jeremiah Mithark's. ;-I:-ut.;:-;:'!m__-.-- flizhetli Milbank Amderson made hoadlines
with ier enlownicl ol Baroard e Teachor's. _["I'{_"ii|¥._‘.'gv_._»a-.-;1,~; woll gs her denations L '('_i.l:_\f\\fﬁzj.(_'
Bealth-aind vdueation gervices,

Lo the trwditinn of histaund il los Bdher Joseph and bis gedndidher beloee Biing
Joveminh Milbavk, was aoman of rensackable aceomplishmcénts  and aeginhiy onie of*the inoest
pralific phitinthropists of the bventicth-eentury. A bustnessman aud financier, he developed.

animensely persomal inlerest in healtly and rebabilitation wler losing liis metlict, falher, wile,

anel o son 1o diseass and premalure dealh 4n the Tive years Lo s 301h |li'l'1-|1l'._|.£-l';§' all of
whon i il:_l.'m'i'(_:c.f I.c_-ag{-'ll'n--l".'ii‘n_‘:lm"fi'ng.l(%_r-'mniin']a' \lithaiik in (he Woddawn inausolesin.,
gt hotidnies andion. .. us though god witnessos i,

Motivatid by adesive to help disabled World War Iyetérans. e colaborated witly the
Bod Cross th found tis Tt cemprchensive rehabilitation cofter in the Coited States Lo
addeess there neceds, The professionad stinelareds and |‘(fl’1al'liii-i'_§lii.\-(-‘.. lechigques pionecred there
were ardopted throughont thie workil, The faeility stll operates in Sanhallay as the HOD-
hiternational Cenfer for the Disabled. Jevenialy Milbank led efforis 1o eradicate - diphtheria
anclarganized the loternational Commiltee for e Study ol Infantile: Paralysis in. 1928
Becuose of his aetive interest in g cure e _|_)'uII;_'1, 'l._;'.'{--.a_hlt;*nl- I ranklin I:ﬁ"\_f'-':tgsr.-'\:':.-"ll. ashed bt Lo
<."|1:1._i;’- Hhe ergainizidion that wais ke |;f.'li‘_('f'l'llllI(;‘l"ni'. the National Foandation fi’_w 'In'{-";.u-;;l;i'lu
Parghysis. A lilelong volantedic Jevemigh Milbank helped President H('l’l_‘\"(}r'i H.m.'n‘i*r L develip
the li_'i;>;;-._~: & Givls Clubs ol \mierien ito 1 st iy aeginizadion Uial provides supportive services
(e disadvantaged vouth, Me seoved as Treasurer of the Ei{'l'i';t".}li';ﬂ_.i'H'{__{:-’lI vzation lor 23 setirs.

Deeply held spirited beliefs Ted hing to fance the Gist hin about the Tife of Jesus

Chivist. Geeil B DeXille’s ¢pie King of Kings. Jereiniah ¥ilbaok instevered that all income

ilerived Trom the filin shookd be aséd o make it available to new awdienees. DeMille Taper

wioke, Theredca persistent myth that eapitadists think of nothing but capsuad .. T ave Lo aeertain nnmler
of very rich e vl st seamps i o farges niimber who doore just dulleeids: bur taa of the Jirwest men T liveor
ever Kaiva, With i fargest atinds and highest idewds. were also men of great fluaicial goseer. Gue Gf then /s
devemiih Wilbank

deverinh Mibaok e (Gllosved in his fGathers Foatstops T egard to Dis professions!
ek [|i'l_i'l;ll_ll.']-l!’(-J;'k'ﬁi{'-‘ endéavord. He promoted voluntarn: serviee. dnd Jocosed His efforts on

i proving the lives of voderprivileged youtly, and 1l disabiled not on the well heing of




coltoraband artistic institalions, Seery Milbank was 4 tede gentleman: priveapled, patriotie.
commilled, mepal, and upright and weswdhmired Dime remendousty,” e president o the
AMgnhattan Institgle, Laswrenee Mo, saidh, neling Uiat Milbank supported: the Manhattaoy
Insgitute’s work on school ehoiee and the Tnstitaie’s Erapire Cenler for New York Slate
Pailicy.

Ity ;;'I'm_'i_;':g the Malbaok namie in coulemporary society ane necd.not look further than
the [y of p_hi}ilnl.hl_‘n.}pi_("' organizations that this gaierois and beoevelend :iin_t"zﬁl{:{-"._ [1as
assenibled. Their nansoleant stwnids as a quict ribate 1o their good works and acts of charily
it stands with a quiel dignily  withoul everr a finge of hanghliness, vulgheity, o pretension
GO .l-ll('il'[g\'ti iU slasidhs in stakure above those around 6 11 does: however, stand esguisitely

Haed and appainted, the fmpeceabli corvings quictly adoruing the Threshald and the

sheltered portions ol s eorvice - all as Tinely exceuted as the acts of hamanily and

compassion of those whe ave lafd 1o st within,
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Note:

Aw Overlooked M, asterpiece

The interior floor of the Milbank Mausoleum is in the manner of Cosmalesque work, a
technique of 6pus sectile- {"cul work™) formed ol elaborite inlays of small triangles anil
réctangles of olored stones and glass masaies sl into stone matrices or encrusted u pon slone
surfaces; popularized Co_smat'.i:i‘hmil_y'-o_f’ Rome’in the darly 1.9 cenlury. Bands, pan¢ls and
s'l'l'a[_.}_(:t-'l reserves of intricate mosaic allernate with contrasti ng haridls. g:l'li]]ﬂ't,: hes a |'1d:sirn'pf_(-?'
geometric shapes of plain white marble give a movement and \fil‘._a-]il.;}f ta-an olherwise austere

interior.
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